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Listen to CJSR's new 
experimental musics 
program 
CLOCKS AND CLOUDS 
with John Huck and 
Chris Waterton heard 
every Sunday night 
from 11 pm to 
Midnight. 


JAZZOLOGY has moved 
to a new time slot. 


Join host Steve 
MacLeod on JAZZOLOGY 
Sundays from 9 pm 
to. 11 PM. 


BORROWED TUNES, Joel 
Zimmerman's weekly 
tour of the music 
collection at the 
Edmonton Public 
Library has moved to a 
new time slot. 
Listen to BORROWED 
TUNES on Mondays 
from 6 to 7 pm. 
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Give Vue writers an inch and, well, they'll write 
you more than a dozen inches of copy, most 
likely. Ask them to reflect on the oddities, 
outrages and outstanding occurrences of the 
year and they’re no less prolific. They're a diverse 
crew, as are their stories. From invasion odds to 
our own private Oscars, a look back at 2003 
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Top three concerns 
in the debate over 
a youth homeless 
shelter near Whyte 


By MINISTER FAUST 


3. The “mentally deranged” 

It’s a fact—some homeless people are 
on the street because there isn’t 
enough space in our overcrowded 
mental healthcare system. Steve 
Young, who lives near the recently- 
approved temporary youth homeless 
shelter in a church basement at 109 
Street and 83 Avenue, told the Edmon- 
ton Journal, “They've put a homeless 
shelter in our neighbourhood without 
any conditions or safeguards.” Young 
agrees, with the need for a shelter, but 
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he didn’t like the location. He asked 
for certain conditions, including on- 
site mental health workers and no 
more than five residents per staffer. 
(The actual ratio will be 12 or even 15 
to one.) Young’s right. Centralizing 
the problem doesn’t cure it, but it 
does provide an opportunity. I hope 
Young and others who opposed the 
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shelter as well as its proponents will 
pressure the city, the province and the 
feds for whatever funds they can get 
for more mental health workers, drug 
counselors and security to help the 
homeless and keep residents safe. 

2. Increased drug trafficking 

I’m completely against drugs, 
including the deadliest of all, alcohol 


and tobacco. Sadly, Old Strathcona is 


already awash in drugs, from the U of A 
campus to Whyte Avenue. So I under- 
stand the concerns of parents and 
others who don’t want to add to this 
problem. But to that I’d say we must 
address the roots and not the vulgar 
fruits of the problem. The profusion 
of legal (and illegal) drugs on bar- 
infested Whyte Ave and its attendant 
violence suggest that public drug use 
by middle-class youth is acceptable, 
but not that of the poor. Well, maybe 
not—eventually, folks got sick of 
wealthy preppies cruising Whyte for 
booze and combat, especially after the 
Canada Day riot. Yet Old Strath is still 
booze central and a major drug zone. 
When even the dry-advertised festivi- 
ties of First Night are soaked in booze 
and smoked in pot, how can we make 
an entire neighbourhood closer to 


SEE PAGE 4 
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Who will see 
tanks from the 
Yanks in ’04? 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


ile most of the stories in this 
Wi of Vue look back at 2003, 
this list looks ahead to 2004— 
an election year in the United States. 
Of course, nothing helps an incum- 
bent’s popularity like a successful war 
in another country (emphasis on 
“successful”). Considering that the 
so-called already-won conflict in Iraq 
has claimed a couple hundred Ameri- 
can lives, the president could use 
some PR help, even after the appre- 
hension of a rather scruffy-looking 
Saddam Hussein. But now that Hus- 
sein is off the list and Osama Bin 
Laden remains nowhere to be found, 
President George W. Bush could use 
another enemy so he can set his war 
machine onto another “axis of evil.” 
After all, you want to go into an elec- 
tion with a solid win under your belt. 
So which country is the most likely 
to feel America’s wrath? We handicap 
10 fine candidates and rate the odds. 


1. North Korea (even) 
They're still developing that nuclear 
weapons program and leader Kim 
Jong-Il is the next on the list of 
supreme baddies after Bin Laden and 
Hussein. Sure, the rumours could be 
true. One of the poorest nations on 
the planet could have developed a 
missile that will fly straight. But it 
really looks like North Korea's gov- 
ernment is altogether too busy try- 
ing to hide the fact that South Korea 
is a prosperous nation from its own 
people. Don’t believe the hype—this 
is a toothless tiger. 

Odds of winning quick: excellent. 

Political fallout risk: minimal, 
save for the Russians, the French and 
unionist South Koreans. 


2. Syria (2-1) 
Odds continue to fall on this solid 
candidate for invasion. Syria is being 
bandied about in strategist sessions 
and the Oval Office as a hot 
prospect. President Bush has repeat- 
edly demanded that Syria give up Bin 
Laden—who is obviously hiding in a 
Damascus basement—or else face 
America’s wrath. 

Odds of winning quick: fair. Will 
take the country quickly, but soldiers 


will likely be lost to terror tactics. 
Political fallout risk: high. The 
UN Security Council could be shred- 
ded by an American push for Syria. 
The Arab world and fellow Muslims 
would likely be galvanized in their 
opposition to a move towards Dam- 
ascus. But, to be fair, there is a better 
chance of finding Al Qaeda in Syria 
than Iraq, and that could score the 
Republicans some needed points. 


3. Iran (4-1) 
Despite the horrific earthquake, Iran 
remains the good ol’ Middle Eastern 
whipping boy. Brings back memories 
of Ayatollah Khomeini and the 
hostage crisis that helped sweep 
Ronald Reagan into office 24 years 
ago. Would be an easy win for the 
Americans, but it does bring Uncle 
Sam’s sphere of 
influence danger- 
ously close to the 
Russian border. 

Odds of winning quick: good. 
Could be included in a exactor bet 
with Syria. 

Political fallout risk: extreme. As 
a political ploy, Iran could always 
remind the world of that Iran/Iraq 
war, that the now-apprehended Hus- 
sein and the Iraqis enjoyed Ameri- 
can support. That may outweigh the 
warm fuzzy feeling that comes with 
putting an old enemy back on the 
hit list. Russia, which has massive oil 
stakes in Iran, would also react far 
worse than it did to the war in Iraq. 


4. Saudi Arabia (10-1, odds 
changing quickly) 

Are they allies or aren’t they? Tsk. Tsk. 
Saudi Arabia’s royal regime should 
have looked at recent history before 
shaking hands with Uncle Sam; Amer- 
ica and its despot allies have a way of 
becoming enemies. Marcos, Noriega, 
Bin Laden, Hussein... American offi- 
cials have been rumbling that Saudi 
Arabia, like Syria, has become a haven 
for Al Qaeda, so look for yet another 
non-democratic ally of the U.S. to 
move from “friend” to “foe.” 

Odds of winning quick: not great. 
This would make for a great handicap 
match—according to International 
Institute of Strategic Studies, America 
is the number one seller of arms, 
while Saudi Arabia is the number-one 
buyer. America’s soldiers would be 
fighting their own technology. 

Political fallout risk: stupid high. As 
the home to Islam’s holiest of holies, 
Mecca has the reverence of all the Mus- 
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Homeless shelter 
Continued from page 2 
drug-free when its very economy is 
largely dependent.on hooch? A home- 
less shelter is not going to add much 
to this crisis, but maybe it will help 
force us to figure out how to “dry out” 
Whyte Avenue itself. 
1. There is no room at the inn 
You don’t have to be a Christian to 
understand the significance of this 
debate at this time of year. No, I 
wouldn’t be overjoyed to have a shel- 
ter open across from my home (see 
VuePoint, page 5), but even less would 


I like to be homeless and have no one 
come to my aid. Forget that given the 
right collision of the wrong circum- 
stances, any of us could become desti- 
tute, drug dependent and/or mentally 


ill. Forget it because we shouldn’t help | 
others as a way of vicariously helping | 
ourselves. We need to help others | 


because shoving them away into dank 
corners where we can forget their suf- 
fering is morally bankrupt and because 
compassion and aid are the wings of 
the human soul. Let's do right by the 
residents and the homeless. Let’s get 
the funding and the staff to help our 
fellow human beings while improving 
our community at the same time. O 


lim world. If American soldiers are seen 
at the foot of the Holy Kaaba, the U.S. 
risks losing every Islamic ally it has. 


§. Pakistan (25-1) 

While General Pervez Musharraf has 
been an outspoken ally of the U.S. in 
its quest to hunt down Osama, his 
citizenry has been far more hostile to 
their new unholy 
alliance with the 
stars and stripes— 
and there are fears 
that Osama is actually hiding out in 
Pakistan. After all, it’s a big country 
with a long, mainly undefended bor- 
der with Afghanistan. 

Odds of winning quick: good. 
Musharraf understands the realpoli- 
tik better than any other leader in 
the region. He’d welcome America’s 
troops with open arms, while 
extending a large middle finger in 
the direction of India. 

Political fallout risk: moderate. 
Most of the heat will come from 
Pakistan’s anti-American populace, 
who are poor and should be easy to 
keep down. India could be a prob- 
lem, but America is a major trade 
partner, so what can the Indian gov- 
ernment really say? 


6. Libya (100-1) 

Remember the good old days when 
Moammar Gadhafi was public 
enemy number one? The Americans 
bombed the crap out of Libya, and 
try as they might, they couldn’t kill 
Gadhafi. While Libya isn’t implicat- 
ed in too many international con- 
spiracies at the moment, it always 
remains just an angry speech away 
from moving back to the top. 

Odds of winning quick: excel- 
lent. Libya didn’t put up too much 
of a fuss after it was bombed last 
time. It shouldn’t change form. 

Political fallout risk: moderate, 
with criticism mainly coming from 
countries doing major oil business 
with Tripoli. 


7. Colombia (125-1) 
Far enough away from the Middle 
East to be a welcome distraction, 
Colombia and its fiendish cocaine 
lords are prime for the picking. Bush 
should thank the Spike TV network 
for continuing to run Miami Vice 
reruns, which reinforce the stereo- 
type that all Colombians are sinister 
drug dealers. New emphasis can 
always be placed on the war on drugs 
only weeks before the invasion. 

Odds of winning quick: very 
good. Can change the government 
quickly and easily—and then get the 
hell out, so the drug czars can get 
back to their work. 

Political fallout risk: none at all. 


8. Cuba (250-1) 
Cuba was once part of a Communist 
empire, with the feared backing of the 
Soviet Union. Now it’s an isolated old 
enemy. Cuba is off the political radar, 
save for when a star baseball player 
defects to play in the major leagues. 
Still, whenever America needs to 
chide a “friend” (Canada gets this all 
the time), it still loves to use the fact 
that it’s wrong to engage in trade with 
Cuba or to recognize Fidel Castro. 
Odds of winning quick: out- 
standing. Few people left on the 
island (other than those on the far 
left) would be willing to help Castro. 
Political fallout risk: high. A win 
over Cuba will no longer impress 
Americans, who no longer see Castro 
as an evil supervillain. They’d see it 
as a case of their country beating up 
on an old man. Which it would be. 


9. France (800-1) 
France has become the burr in Bush’s 
saddle. The dependable old ally dat- 
ing back to the American Revolution 
has become the cranky critic of U.S. 
foreign policy ever since Bush put his 
hand on the bible back on inaugura- 
tion day. This would be the toughest 
fight of all, but Americans, who have 
now been conditioned to hate the 
French, would likely go gung-ho over 
a march towards the Champs Elysées. 

Odds of winning quick: awful. 
Not only are the French nuclear capa- 
ble, their farmers are used to so much 
violent protest that they could proba- 
bly beat off entire American divisions 
with pitchforks and shovels. 

Political fallout risk: surprisingly 
low. France has more enemies in the 
European Union than it has friends. 


10. Canada (1000-1) 

We've been bombarding Americans 
who live near the border with those 
frighteningly unfunny “I am Cana- 
dian” ads which poke needless fun 
at Americans. We are working 
towards decriminalizing marijuana, 
including that damn “wheelchair 
weed.” Panama was invaded for less. 
Hide all copies of Canadian Bacon 
and South Park: The Movie, in case 
Bush is looking for ideas. 

Odds of winning quick: are you 
kidding? While Quebec would likely 
put up a fight, there would be a sur- 
prising number of Canadians wel- 
coming the Yanks with parades, 
especially in Alberta. 

Political fallout risk: having only 
one national anthem to endure at 
hockey games? Being able to watch the 
Super Bowl from the actual American 
feeds so we can watch the best Madi- 
son Avenue has to offer? Lower taxes? 
Hey... how do we start this fight? O 
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Same-sex slipups 


The fledgling marriage between the 
Canadian Alliance and Progressive 
Conservative parties was arguably the 
top political story in the country over 
the past 12 months. Either that, or 
Paul Martin’s anti-climactic ascension 
to the Liberal throne. But thankfully, 
our elected representatives saved us 
from utter boredom by continuing the 
time-honoured tradition of putting 
their feet in their mouths. Same-sex 
marriage was one of the year’s most 
controversial political issues, mostly 
because politicians were attempting to 
appear open-minded without alienat- 
ing their voters with so-called “tradi- 
tional values.” Mostly. Because some 
of the men and women we sent to 
office couldn’t help but show their 
true colours. To wit, the year’s top five 
homophobic politicians. 


1. Alliance MP Larry Spencer 
The hands-down winner. The undis- 
puted champ. And so on. What exact- 
ly did the Saskatchewan MP say? In a 
November interview with the Vancou- 
ver Sun—set up after the paper 
obtained an email Spencer sent to a 
constituent outlining his “gay conspir- 
acy” theory—the 61-year-old, Mis- 
souri-born, onetime Baptist pastor 
talked for an hour about same-sex 
recruiting practices and putting homo- 
sexuality back into Canada’s Criminal 
Code. “You're being told this is good 
and normal and that you shouldn’t 
think that there’s anything wrong with 
it, which is what’s happening to our 
young people now in our schools,” 
Spencer said. “So they start looking 
and they start checking and they start 
experimenting, and this is what I’m 
talking about... an orchestrated 
recruitment plan. So you back it down 
to the impressionable and vulnerable 
and then bring it all the way through 
their life, and you know, this is quite 
understandable how this can happen.” 
Spencer also said he thought 
polygamy and pedophilia would be 
legalized next after same-sex marriage 
and that gay NDP MP Svend Robinson 
could go straight if he’d only try. “I 
believe he could,” Spencer said. “I 
believe he would struggle with it. You 
know, the human body is a magnifi- 
cent creature; it’s a magnificent 
machine. Our human bodies can be 
trained to appreciate... and really 
enjoy something that would be just 
miserable to me, i.e. long distance 
runners. Our bodies can be trained to, 
as | say, enjoy certain sensations.” 
What's more, Spencer knew the trou- 
ble he was getting himself into by 
opening his mouth. “I’m being very, 
very free here to talk with you against 
all advice probably that | should ever 
talk to any reporter to this kind of 
link,” he told the Sun near the end of 
the interview. “But you know I’m feel- 
ing very, very deprived, you know, of 


my rights in that | cannot say openly— 
| dare not say it in the House of Com- 
mons, even—the full extent of what | 
really believe on some of these issues.” 

Alliance leader Stephen Harper 
reacted quickly, firing Spencer as the 
party’s family issues critic. But he did 
not kick him out of the Alliance alto- 
gether. Perhaps Harper too believes 
the human body is a magnificent 
machine capable of reform. 


2. Progressive Conservative MP 
Elsie Wayne 
Abusing the leeway afforded by her 
“loveable old curmudgeon” status, the 
MP for Saint John, New Brunswick and 
the party’s deputy leader went on a 
textbook tirade back in May. “When it 
comes to people who wish to live 
together, whether they are women or 
men, why do they have to be out here 
in the public always debating that they 
want to call it marriage?” she said in a 
House of Commons speech. “Why are 
they in parades? Why are they dressed 
up as women on floats? They do not 
see us [heterosexuals] getting up on 
the floats, for heaven’s sake, to say we 
are husband and wife. We do not do 
that. Why do they have to go around 
trying to get a whole lot of publicity? If 
they are going to live together, they 
can go live together and shut up 
about it. There is not any need for this 
nonsense whatsoever and we should 
not have to tolerate it in Canada.” 
Naturally, Wayne’s “shut up about 
it” remark drew the most attention. 
She was criticized from within the 
party by gay Tory MP Scott Brison and 
then-leader Joe Clark. But she was not 
formally punished; “Elsie has extreme 
views on that issue,” was pretty much 
the extent of what Clark said. Nor was 
Wayne the least bit repentant. In a fol- 
low-up interview with the National 
Post, when asked her personal views 
on the gay lifestyle, she said, “Well, | 
think it is very unfortunate. It really is.” 


3. Liberal MP David Kilgour 
In a late November interview with his 


ITS CANADA'S 
FAULT. 


hometown Edmonton Journal, right 
after the Larry Spencer news explo- 
sion, the Edmonton Southeast MP and 
Canada’s Secretary of State for Asia- 
Pacific made a connection between 
homosexuality and the double wham- 
my of incest and polygamy. Asked 
specifically about same-sex marriage, 
Kilgour said “I’m afraid—and I’m not 
the only one afraid of this—it could 
lead to mothers marrying sons and all 
kinds of things.” 

A day after the column in which 
his comments appeared was pub- 
lished, the Liberals dove into damage 
control mode. Kilgour said his words 
were misinterpreted and that in fact he 
in no way believes “homosexuality 
leads to incest and/or polygamy.” That 
didn’t stop the concerned phone call 
from incoming Prime Minister Paul 
Martin, who was satisfied by Kilgour’s 
assurances that this was all just a mis- 
understanding. A big enough misun 
derstanding, however, for Kilgour to 
say “This is the worst day I’ve had in 
24 years of public life. | wish | could go 
back to bed.” Jim Munson, communi- 
cations director for jean Chretien, still 
the PM at the time, deflected calls to 
the Martin camp. “We are leaving in 
two weeks,” Munson said. 


4. Alliance MP Peter Goldring 

Keeping things grassroots and local, 
the Edmonton Centre-East MP decided 
to protest against same-sex marriage 
back in August by distributing a but- 
ton that read “Marriage in Alberta” 
and depicted a man and a woman 
holding hands. Problem was that the 
“Alberta” on his button was the 
provincial government's stylized logo, 
which Goldring was asked to remove. 
“This has nothing to do with the issue 
of same-sex marriages,” Gordon Tur- 
tle, Premier Ralph Klein’s spokesman, 
said to the Journal. “Whenever the 
logo is used by someone who is not 
representing the government of Alber- 
ta, we phone or write and ask them to 
stop.... That is a copyrighted logo and 
it’s not to be used without permission 


by anyone outside of the Government 
of Alberta.” 

Goldring couldn’t understand why 
the provincial government—which 
was onside with his anti-gay marriage 
campaign—would order him to stop. 
So he didn’t. A week after receiving 
the cease and desist notice, the but- 
tons hadn’t changed. Cam Traynor, 
another Klein spokesman, told the Cal- 
gary Herald “there aren’t any plans to 
do anything more at this point.” 


5. Alliance MP Rob Anders 

On September 17, by a 141 to 110 
vote, the House of Commons passed 
Bill C-250. Sponsored by Svend Robin- 
son, the law means sexual orientation 
wili be included in Canada’s hate-pro- 
paganda legislation. That’s a good 
thing, right? Well, other than the reli- 
gious groups that call it a “fascist” 
law—they‘re worried that even the 
bible could be subject to its con- 
straints—several Alliance members 
were angry. Calgary West MP Rob 
Anders polled his constituents, then 
produced a brochure with a picture of 
the bible in a circle with a line through 
it. He called Bill C-250 an “attack on 
free speech,” warned that the bible 
could be criminalized and said the law 
was an “ill-conceived proposal... to 
advance the special interests” of one 
group of people. 

Considering that new PM Paul 
Martin is already backtracking on Lib- 
eral promises to legalize same-sex mar- 
riage, not to mention Stephen Harper 
and Peter MacKay tiptoeing towards 
their new party’s moral footing, and 
Ralph Klein telling Alberta gays they 
should go to Ontario to get married, it 
seems clear that the “special interest 
group” our politicians are most con- 
cerned about is themselves. But as 
long as they continue speaking their 
minds, unedited, at least they’ll keep 
newspapers full of juicy quotes—and 
they'll keep reminding readers that just 
because you're an elected leader, you 
can still be as regressive as the next 
guy. —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


Vue 
point 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


Shelter storm 


A few months ago, my girlfriend was 
nearly mugged while walking the two 
blocks that separate our apartments, 
along 84 Avenue between 109 and 
111 Street. Two rather large wornen 
emerged from the park by the Safely 
and becan following her. Luckily, just 
as they were literally breathing down 
her neck, a couple came around a 
comer, forcing the would-be muggers 
to fali back long enough for my girl- 
friend to boot it home. 

We can hope that this was an 
exceptional moment of danger in 
an otherwise safe neighbourhood. 
But sadly, | couldn’t help but feel 
that hope fade when the Knox- 
Metropolitan United Church at 83 
Avenue and 109 Street announced 
it will convert its basement into a 
homeless shelter over the winter. 

| realize how this sounds—believe 
me, | can hardly believe I’m saying it. 
As a staunchly leftist liberal, | under- 
stand the importance of homeless 
shelters in our society and I’ve always 
looked upon the “not in my back- 
yard” response with disdain for its 
inherent hypocrisy. But when | heard 
that a shelter was being created right 
across the alley from my poorly- 
secured basement suite, my little lib- 
eral heart was torn asunder. One side 
of me exclaimed, “Great—everyone 
needs a place to sleep!” The other 
sighed, “Great—now | need to put 
bars on my windows.” 

Despite my guilt, I’m concerned 
that the city authorized a shelter in a 
densely-populated and poorly-lit resi- 
dential zone, instead of an area 
where other shelters already exist. 
With a larger concentration of desti- 
tute and possibly desperate people 
being introduced into my neigh- 
bourhood, | can’t help but feel that, 
Statistically speaking, the likelihood of 
both violent and property crime is 
increased. Of course, not all home- 
less people are criminals. But as the 
saying goes, desperate times often 
call for desperate measures, and 
crimes like muggings and break-and- 
enters are crimes of opportunity. And 
as the experience of my girlfriend 
(and several other friends in the 
neighbourhood who have been 
mugged and broken into) will attest, 
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UT THE TIME FOR THEORIES IS DONE. HERE ARE THE COLD, HARD, FUN FACTS! 


"JPorturea by his 
Own genius, Ben 
went insane while 
filming Pearl 
Harbor, and 
committed suicide, 
twice. 


dio OWNS THE 
PATENT FOR THE 
FLUFFERNUTTER 

SANDWICH, 

BUT ALLOWS ITS 
FREE USE, FOR 
HUMANITARIAN 
REASONS. 


Aue GREAT WALL OF 
CHINA AND BEN'S 


Peeschs EMORRHOIDS 
7 ARE THE 
SS a ONLY 
é y MAN - 
! MADE 
\\ 4 OBJECTS 
, THAT CAN 
: BE SEEN 
FROM 


VUE Weekly presents 


EGUCAaTION2004 


The Best Learning and Recruitment feature in Edmonton 


Next Week 


ABOUT BEN AFFLECK 


pugen 


BOLL ING- 
ERE ARE ABOUT 


AND JENNIFER. 


LOPEZ AS THERE ARE 


PEOPLE WHO SIT 
ALONE THINKING 


OBSESSIVELY AND 


YRRATIONALLY 


Grwor0 EXECS WONDERED 
WHY ALL OF J.LO’S 
MOVIES FLOPPED 
IN BALI, UNTIL THEY 
DISCOVERED THAT 


ABOUT THEM. 


° 


'VVENNIFER LOPEZ” TRANS- 
LATES TO"“THIS MOVIE 
TOTALLY BLOWS” 
IN BALINESE / 


Ben can will 
himself to 
lactate 
U-Bet 
Chocolate 


Tio is 
A SLEEPING 
DE/TY AND WE 
ARE ALL BUT 
HER DREAM. 


Ben was slated 


1913 paper with 
Niels Bohr on 
the hydrogen 
© atom, but had 
to bow out due 
to toe cramps. 


to co-author a 


His replagement ? 


Co-Oscar@ winner 


Mett Damon / 
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Haiku Horoscope 


PC. ee 
(Mar 21-Apr 19) : i  Gept 


You will just make the ‘ 4 
Whole hostage situation 
Worse by yodeling 


TAURUS 

(Apr 20-May 20) : 

You are strong like bull 

You have only one weakness 
Those hats with tassels 


SCORPIO 

(Oct 23-Nov 21) 

You’re not allowed to 

Blame a nude shopping spree on 
A mid-life crisis 


GEMINI 

(May 21-June 20) 

It may take two to 
Tango, but it only takes 
One to berate them 


CAPRICORN 

(Dec 22-Jan 19) 

Get your mind out of 

The gutter—you don’t want those 
Big rats to get it! 


(july 23-Aug 22) 

From the mouths of babes 
Comes wisdom disguised as a 
Gooey white liquid 


PISCES 

(Feb 19-Mar 20) 

You might think smoking 

Is “cool,” but there’s nothing cool 
About forest fires 


by Jonathan Ball, Registered Fraud, www.jonathanball.com 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 
If you buy a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 
Classifieds for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how long it takes. 


(some conditions apply) 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 780-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 
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three 
dollar 
bill 


By RICHARD BURNETT 


2003’s heroes and zeroes 


Zero: Elcio Berti, mayor of the south- 
ern Brazilian town of Bocaitiva do Sul, 
who on December 2 signed a decree 
prohibiting gay people from moving 
into town. 

Hero: Belgium, for becoming just 
the second country in the world (after 
the Netherlands) to officially recognize 
gay marriage, on January 30. 

Hero: German politicians who 
voted on November 12 to build a 
national memorial to gays persecuted 
and killed under the Nazis. 


Top 10 reasons 


Jean Chretien left office “atiy 


10. Couldn’t wait to try that decriminalized marojah-uana 
9. Decided to support Jay-Z on his farewell tour 

8. Tired of receiving prank calls from the Oval Office 

7. Devoted wife Aline getting a little too old of working 


the fibrillator every morning 


6. Thought leaving the Kyoto Accord in flames was way 
funnier than leaving that flaming bag of doggy mérde 
5. Didn’t want anyone to know it was he who played 
matchmaker for Peter MacKay and Stephen Harper dur- 


ing spring break in Cancun 


4. Had no more mantle space for all those farewell cards 


dating back to 1994 


3. Too embarrassed to stay on after someone told him 
Paul Anka hasn’t been cool since 1962 


2. Realized he 

hasn’t been 

speaking 

French or 

English 

1. Wanted to get ; 

a good spot in line for 

Lord of the Rings: The Return of 
the King —Amy FUNG 


Roll ag 
your Sleeves, 
Canada! 


Near you. 


CANADIAN BLOOD SERVICES 
«the more the merrier, Blood. Is ih you to give, 


Hero: The Ontario Court of 
Appeal, for its June 10 ruling legalizing 
same-sex marriage. Hundreds of gay 
and lesbian couples have since married 
in Ontario, including Grammy-winning 
pop singer Janis lan and her partner 
Patricia Snyder. 

Zero: U.S. Customs for refusing 
Canadian married couple Kevin Bouras- 
sa and Joe Varnell entry on September 
17 because gay marriage is not recog- 
nized stateside. 

Hero: The Massachusetts Judicial 

Supreme Court for ruling on Novem- 
ber 18 that same-sex marriage must be 
legalized within 180 days. 
Now George Dubya—who marked the 
fifth anniversary of Matthew Shepard’s 
death by declaring October 12 the start 
of Marriage Protection Week—says he 
will “defend the sanctity of marriage.” | 
thought when Dubya was inaugurated 
as president he put his hand on the 
bible to uphold the Constitution and 
not the other way around. 

‘Zero: The Federation of Gay 
Games, who took a page from George 
Dubya’s book of diplomacy and told 


Montreal 2006 organizers, “You’re either 
with us or against us.” Montreal organiz- 
ers made out like Iraqi insurgents, taking 
potshots at the arrogant superpower 
FGG. Meanwhile, like Baghdad, the real 
loser was the city of Montreal, which 
saw its hard-earned reputation as a top 
gay tourism destination go up in smoke 

Zero: French actress Brigitte Bardot, 
who wrote in her 2003 memoirs 
“{Gays] jiggle their bottoms, put their lit- 
tle fingers in the air and with their little 
castrato voices moan [about] what those 
ghastly heteros put them through.” 

Zero: Montreal's Cirque du Soleil 
for firing American gymnast Matthew 
Cusick last April just because Cusick is 
HIV-positive—despite the fact there has 
never been a documented case of HIV 
transmission in athletics. 

Zero: Is a kiss just a kiss? Apparent- 
ly not in Greece, where the Mega 
Channel was fined 100,000 euros 
when its drama series Close Your Eyes 
televised a kiss between two men. 

Hero: British daytime soap Corona- 
tion Street for the October 5 kiss 
between characters Nick Tilsley and 


Top 10 reasons Edmonton 


doors 


named after 


hosted the Heritage Classic 


10. To show what a wonderful city Edmonton truly is... 
for catching hypothermia 
9. To prove the Oilers can’t win a game indoors or out- 


8. An ethical standard: we're no Robert Mugabe—we 
do everything in the Commonwealth 

7. A good excuse for having topless beer tub girls at 
Century Grill for the after-party 

6. Had to remind the kiddies who that freeway is 


5. Must distract from the sale of the Trappers somehow 


4. Outdoor pinochle tournaments weren’t 


cutting it 


3. Potato chip advertisements never 
lie: Messier really does have an 
annoying laugh and was on his 


way here after all 


2. So Calgary couldn’t have it 

1. Nothing to do with Edmonton: 
it was all an elaborate mar- 
keting scheme for the 

Canadiens toque — 


Amy FUNG 


WUEWEEKLY 


Todd Grimshaw (in an episode that will 
air in Canada this March). Also, on 
April 22, the ABC soap Ail My Children 
aired American daytime’s first same-sex 
kiss when teen Bianca Montgomery 
locked lips with her girlfriend Lena. 

Zero: Pop star Beyoncé, who 
reportedly said of Madonna’s on-air 
smooches with Britney Spears and 
Christina Aguilera on the August 28 
MTV Music Awards, “| have standards. 
There are things | will not do.” 

Hero: The Cleveland Indians base- 
ball team for supporting 22-year-old 
Japanese pitcher Kazuhito Tadano, who 
had gay sex in a porno three years ago. 
On the other hand, Indians director of 
player development (!) John Farrell 
revealingly noted, “From what we were 
able to determine, his involvement in the 
film was a one-time isolated incident.” 

Zero: The King of Pop’s father Joe 
Jackson, who told the BBC in Novem- 
ber, “We don’t believe in gays. | can’t 
stand them.” With a dad like that, no 
wonder Michael's so screwed up. 

Zero: Former Zimbabwe president 
Canaan Banana, who served six 


bs) 


ct 


months of a 10-year jail sentence fo 
gay sex abuse charges before dyinc 
November 10 after a “long illness.” 

Zero: Iran, for publicly executinc 
three men in the holy Shiite city o 
Mashhad on May-13 for committin< 
“homosexual acts.” Talk about beinc 
up Shiite’s creek. 

Hero: The 100 activists wh¢ 
marched in Calcutta’s June 28 ga’ 
pride parade, and the 300 activists ir 
Taipei, the capital of Taiwan, whi 
marched in China's first-ever gay pridi 
parade on November 1. 

Zero: Saint John, New Brunswic 
mayor Shjrley McAlary, who bannes 
the Port City Pride Rainbow group’ 
family-themed float from that city’ 
November Santa Claus parade. 

Hero: Young Canadians who, in th 
wake of Canada’s summer of gay.mar 
riage and Queer Fye for the Straight Guy 
have morphed the word “queer” fror 
slur to cool. “Gay” and “lesbian” no\ 
refer to sexual orientations, whil 
“queer” is now an exalted sicial position 

We sure have come a long way 
haven't we? © 


The 12 Days of Poetry 


January 6 — 24, 2004 


Free admission first 11 Days 


I Tues, Jan 6, 7 pn—O'Byrne's Irish Pub, 10616 - 82 Ave. 
David Huggett, John Leppard, Tavia Grabas, Joyce Pinckney 
Host: Ozzie Meyer 


IT Wed, Jan 7,7 pm—O'Byrne's Irish Pub, 10616 - 82 Ave. 
Linda Jennings, Anne Gerard Marshall, Shirley A. Serviss, 


Vanna Tessier 


Host: John Chalmers 


IT Thurs, Jan 8, 7 pn—O'Byrne's Irish Pub, 10616 - 82 Ave. 
Andy Michaelson, Deborah Lawson, Jacqueline Smith, \ 


Ronald Kurt 


Host: Tim Cusack | 


\ 


IV Fri, Jan 9, 7 pm=—Steeps—College Plaza, 11116-82 Ave. 
Ruth Galloway, Tim Scheybeler, Michael Appleby, 


Darlene Spong Henderson 


Host: Andy Michaelson 


V Sunday, Jan 11, 2 pn—Whitemud Crossing Library 
Shopping Ctr., 145, 4211-106 Street—Ben Murray, John 
Chalmers, Connie Lloyd, Concorcia L.Mendoza 

Host: Marilyn Hooper 


VI Tues, Jan 13, 7 pm—Stanley Milner Library, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square—M. Jennie Frost, Rawn Sidor, 


WE 
HAVE THE 


RI H Advertisers who want to place their print 
ads in a quality publication ask the question: 
: A N S W E RR “Is your circulation audited?” 

Were very proud to answer “Yes.” 

We are a member of the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations because we share ABC's belief 
that circulation audits are an essential 
assurance of value. 

ABC is the premier circulation auditing 
organization in the world, and has been 
since 1914. Each year, ABC auditors test and 
verify that our circulation figures are facts, 
not claims. An ABC audit is the sign of a 
sound investment for advertisers. 

Not all publications are audited, but they 
should be. Because when advertisers ask 
“Is your circulation audited?” there's only 
one answer. 


Audit Bureau of Circulations “Yes.” 


Mechelle Flynn, Naomi MclIlwraith Host: Christina Tower 
~ Days 7 to 11: Check VUE Weekly Jan 8 Issue ~ 


XII Saturday, January 24,—7 pm The Grande Finale 

Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 Street—$10 advance at 

Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe.7925-104 Street, and Volume II 

Books, 12433-1902 Ave., $12 door 

e Eleven poets chosen by audience from previous Days of 
Poetry give short readings in two sets. 

e Tribute to Robbie Burns, Tim Cusack 

¢ Rault Brothers — outstanding Rhythm and Blues band, long 
regarded as one of Alberta's finest! Come out and boogie! 


VUE 
WEEKLY 


for the Arts 
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There's no place like Homel 


David Home! and the 
year’s best unsung 
Canadian fiction 


By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 
ousands of books are published 
T: Canada every year and many 
do not get the critical attention 
they deserve. Here are some of the 
best works of Canadian fiction in 
2003 that were inadequately loved 
by the print media: ee 

David Homel The Speaking Cure 
(Douglas & McIntyre) 

Veteran Montreal writer Homel 
has crafted a dynamic novel around 
a Belgrade psychologist, Alexander 
Jovic, seconded to the army as a 
resource person for traumatized sol- 
diers during the breakup of 
Yugoslavia. Propelled by an ironic, 
hard-edged first-person voice (remi- 
niscent of last year’s sleeper, Ann Ire- 
land’s Exile), the novel explores the 
cynical motivations of warmongers 
who stoked ethnic divisions and 
nationalist dreams, against a back- 
drop of Belgrade nightclub river 
barges and “Turbo Folk” music—an 
ersatz folk music that acts like a cul- 
tural tranquilizer. “Everyone came 
from somewhere—except us. ‘We’re 
too mixed up to tell,’ my father 
would fling at anyone who dared ask 
after his origins. Then, privately, he 


would wink and tell me, ‘If they 
don’t know who you are, they can’t 
hurt you.”” : 

Rosalie Favell | searched many 
worlds (Winnipeg Art Gallery) 

This exhibition catalogue brings 
together three collections of visual 
narratives about the search for self 
by Favell, a Winnipeg-born artist of 
Métis and English ancestry. Her use 
of “found” family snapshots over 
which she had no artistic control 
provides correspondences with 
childhood identity formation, and 
the contemporary images spotlight 
the tensions between past selves. In 
“The Plain(s) Warrior Artist” series, 
Favell uses digital photography and 
computer techniques to embed 
images of herself in tableaux of pop- 
culture and historical references. In 
one, she wears a Star Trek shirt and 
Métis sash in front of a colour-by- 
numbers painting of a boreal forest. 

Tamas Dobozy When X Equals 
Marylou (Arsenal Pulp) 

This first book from West Coaster 
Tamas Dobozy, now teaching at 
Memorial University, is one of the 
more successful of the many story 
collections to appear this year. There 
are whiffs of the UBC writing school 
“quirkiness and cleverness” model, 
but Dobozy’s structural playfulness 
and topical edginess never escape his 
firm control. For example, the story 
“Red Love” is an extraordinary jux- 
taposition of a grandmother's love 


Happy New Vear! 
Our 2004 New Vear's Resolution: 


To Be Your Favourite 
Neighbourhood Pub 


www.eandcwhyte.com 


10314-6828 Ave. 439-4545 


story from before the Hungarian 
Revolution and a grandson who 
wants her drugs. 

Gaetan Soucy Vaudeville! 
(Anansi) 

If Soucy were Anglophone, he 
would be a household name in 
Canada outside of Quebec. His third 
novel (his second to be translated 
into English by Sheila Fischman) The 
Little Girl Who Was Too Fond of 
Matches (2000) was a philosophi- 
cal/psychological puzzle so master- 
fully original and moving that I still 


_ |BEST OF 2008 


often think about it. His fourth 
novel, Vaudeville!, twice the size of 
any of his previous novels, is by 
turns bewitching and inscrutable. It 
is the surrealistic tale of Xavier X. 
Mortanse, a wrecker in 1920s New 
York—“the golden age of handmade 
demolition.” He finds true love, a 
singing frog in a box and the 
exploitative impresario Cagliari. But 
then to talk of plot with such eccen- 
tric and off-kilter fiction is a bit daft. 
Vaudeville! is intellectually ambitious 
at a time when Canadians writing 
fiction in English think “pushing the 
limits” means writing explicit (far 
from erotic) copulation narratives. 

Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm 
(editor) Without Reservation: Indige- 
nous Erotica (Huia Publishers) 


The result of five years of collect- 
ing and editing, this anthology grew 
out of Akiwenzie-Damm’s realiza- 
tion that “one could live and die as 
an Indigenous person and not come 
across a single erotic poem or story 
by an Indigenous writer from Cana- 
da, the U.S., Australia, Aotearoa 
(a.k.a. New Zealand).” The Canadian 
offerings are diverse and rich. There 
is the poetry of Beth Cuthand, Gre- 
gory Scofield, and Marilyn Dumont 
and a range of fiction. Inuk writer 
Alootook Ipellie’s story “Summit 
with Sedna, the Mother of Sea 
Beasts” draws on “traditional” sto- 
ries, while Richard van Camp writes 
in a muscular, “urban” idiom: 
“Stoned on hash + Danger = ulti- 
mate aphrodisiac + Torchy (a.k.a. 
Slow Godzilla) punching holes in 
the walls, advancing closer = 
woman orgasm!” 

Lesley Krueger The Corner Gar- 
den (Penguin Canada) - 

Toronto writer Krueger’s third 
novel combines two challenging 
storylines in a controlled yet 
sharply penetrating work that medi- 
tates on homelessness and “identi- 
ty” as a hiding place. The lives of a 
disaffected 15-year-old girl, Jessie 
Barfgot, and an aging Dutch-Cana- 
dian woman burdened with war- 
guilt, collide in a leafy Toronto 
neighbourhood. Barfoot’s teen 
voice and alienation is nuanced and 
superbly delivered. 


Cary Fagan The Mermaid of 
Paris (Key Porter) 

A haunting work by Toronto 
novelist and short story writer Cary 
Fagan that is torqued in strangely 
wonderful directions. Set in the early 
years of the 20th century in south- 
ern Ontario and Paris, it centres on 
gifted inventor Henry Church, his 
increasingly peculiar wife Margaret, 
and Count Belinsky, the creator of 
profoundly moving aquatic specta- 
cles. Fagan’s careful control of rhyth- 
mic diction suffuses the work with a 
dream-like enchantment. 

Stuart Ross Hey, Crumbling Bal- 
cony!: Poems New and Selected (ECW) 

The apparent artlessness of the 
poems in this collection—the 
stripped-down diction and structural 
openness, the often conversational 
tone—come from Ross’s writing 
practice and their first incarnations 
as quick-and-dirty chapbooks sold 
on Toronto’s Yonge Street. One 
poem begins: “On the street, a guy 
says to Razovsky,/ ‘Over there, 
behind those buildings:/ nature.’ 
Razovsky goes./ In nature, it is much 
quieter./ There is no TV, but there’s 
animals,/ which are like TV but furri- 
er.” Since 1978 Ross has produced 
almost three-dozen books and chap- 
books (about 7,000, for between $2 
and $5) along with several poetry 
collections with small presses. He 
also founded the Toronto Small Press 
Book Fair in 1987. @ 


the free word. 


malapropisms to bafflegab and incomprehen- 
sibility, George W. Bush is at least the leader of 


10. “The true strength of America happens when 
a neighbour loves a neighbour just like they'd like 
to be loved themselves.” (Elizabeth, NJ, June 16) 

9. “You're free. And freedom is beautiful. 
And, you know, it’ll take time to restore chaos 
and order—order out of chaos. But we will.” 
(Washington, DC, April 13) 

8. “Today, when I landed, I met a fellow 
named Roy Bubeck. You don’t know Bubeck at 
all, and I didn’t either—maybe some of you do.” 
(Milwaukee, WI, October 3) 

7. “I’m sure there’s a lot of people frightened— 
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Dubya 
your pleasure 


One in your hand — 
is worth 10 from the Bush 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


between Canada and Mexico have never been better,” 
it's been a good year for Dubyaspeak and another bad 
year for English in the White House. From mix-ups and 


F: the man who once said that “border relations 


biotechnology is a long word and it sounds—they may 
say, well, I don’t know if I’m smart enough to be in 
biotechnology, or it sounds too sophisticated to be in 
biotechnology.” (Winston-Salem, NC, November 7) 

6. “I am determined to keep the process on the road 
to peace.” (Washington, DC, June 10) 

5. “I know there's a lot of young ladies who are grow- 
ing up wondering whether or not they can be champs. 
And they see the championship teams from USC and 
University of Portland here, girls who worked hard to get 
to where they are, and they’re wondering about the 
example they’re setting. What is life choices about?” 
(Washington, DC, February 24) 

4. “Now, we talked to Joan Hanover. She and her hus- 
band, George, were visiting with us. They are near retire- 
ment—retiring—in the process of retiring, meaning 
they're very smart, active, capable people who are retire- 
ment age and are retiring.” (Alexandria, VA, February 12) 

3. “Security is the essential roadblock to achieving the 
road map to peace.” (Washington, DC, July 25) 

2. “We ended the rule of one of history's worst tyrants, 
and in so doing, we not only freed the American people, we 
made our own people more secure.” (Crawford, TX, May 3) — 

1. “The war on terror involves Saddam Hussein 
because of the nature of Saddam Hussein, the history of 
Saddam Hussein, and his willingness to terrorize him- 
self.” (Grand Rapids, MI, January 29) 


vueweeKly 


JANUARY 1-7, 2004 


Ormons, music and memoir 


My five top reads 
of the year 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


e last few months were so boun- 
T with new, interesting titles 
that I’ve yet to catch up with 
everything I wanted to read, like 
new novels from Peter Carey, JG Bal- 
lard and Paul Auster, not to mention 
Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez’s memoir 
or the latest from 
Noam Chomsky. 
Nevertheless, here is my imperfect, 
utter'y subjective list of my favourite 
bool from 2003. 


The Fortress of Solitude 

Blending the fields of speculative and 
realist fiction into ever more slippery 
and subtle arenas, Jonathan Lethem’s 
latest novel is an epic, melancholy, pop 
culture-addled chronicle of racial dif- 
ference, American music, lonely single 
fathers, shrunken dreams and, yes, 
superpower-endowing rings in a 
Brooklyn neighbourhood slowly slip- 
ping into gentrification from the 1960s 
to the present. Lethem’s prose bristles 
and glides to the rhythms of funk and 
punk, soul and pop, hip-hop and new 
wave with simultaneous adoration and 
critical distance while fusing all this 
music to the story of a lost kid who 
turned into a lost and lonely adult. 


ia 


~ 


OF 2003 


So What: The Life of Miles Davis 
There was only one other book last 
year that could compete with 
Fortress in terms of evoking the thrill 
of great music, and that’s John 
Szwed’s beautiful, sad and utterly 
subjective biography of that singu- 
lar, restless giant of jazz and all 
things cool, the late Miles Davis. So 
What is the work of both an intelli- 
gent and open-minded music lover 
and a scholarly detective as easily 
swayed by legend 
as hard fact. Szwed 
traces Davis's 
instinctive and 
awesome approach to his craft both 
on stage and in the studio and 
makes more sense of Davis's eclectic 
fusion work than any previous biog- 
rapher (including Davis). 


The Romantic 

Barbara Gowdy is a tender research 
scientist, at once the coolest and most 
empathetic of novelists, and nowhere 
is this more evident than in her most 
recent novel. Like Lethem, Gowdy is 
working in a realm devoid of the 
freaks that populate both her other 
works. But like The Fortress of Solitude, 
the lack of overtly wild invention 
does nothing to dim the brilliance of 
the author’s transfixingly precise, 
vivacious and compassionate prose in 
this heartbreaking tale of youth, direc- 
tionlessness, alcohol and uncondi- 
tional love set in 1960s Toronto. 


JIEIRIRY JIERIRY 


& THIE SONS OF THIE 


RIA AIM 
ORCHESTRA 


NEW YIEAIRS EVIE 


AT THE BLACK DOG 10425.WHYTE AVE 


TICKETS $12 @ BDF / BLACKBYRD / FREECLOUD / LISTEN 


Under the Banner of Heaven 

A well-researched investigation into 
the turbulent, violent history of Mor- 
monism, Into Thin Air author Jon 
Krakauer’s latest was easily my most 
un-put-downable book of 2003 
Focusing on the case of convicted 
murderer Ron Lafferty, Under the Ban- 
ner calls into question one of the 


most fundamental American ideals 
(freedom of religion) by examining 
how the most quintessentially Ameri- 
can religion, at least in its fundamen- 
talist form, justifies murder through 
the concepts of blood atonement and 
direct communication with God. 


Yoga for People Who Can’t Be 
Bothered to Do It 

Whether regarded as travel essay, mem- 
oir or fiction, Geoff Dyer's dreadfully 
titled but wonderful book, “a rippled, 
by no means reliable map of some of 
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the landscapes that make up a particular 
phase of my life,” resists categorization 
in order to find its own path. Alternate- 
ly set in New Orleans, Indonesia, Rome, 
Paris, Amsterdam, Libya and Detroit, 
curious things happen to Dyer while 
not writing, while on various drugs or 
while in various states of despair or 
ecstasy. Dyer is as articulate regarding 
third-world backpacking culture as he is 
with his own sense of displacement in 
western civilization, where he seems 
more alienated by the fact that he’s sup- 
posed to feel “at home.” © 
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PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED RESTAURANTS 


four rooms 
restaurant and lounge 


Y GORA S = 102 ave. - 100ast. 
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me as | order the fish, prepared in a tan- _ mesob is lined with injera and the food is 
gerine butter and served with green _ carefully placed atop it. Our server brings 
Price per person, before tax and tip apple relish. The large, colourful plate — the lamb out in a separate bowl and 
$ Less than $10 features the northern Alberta pickerel, a spoons it into the centre of the basket, 
$$ —$10to $20 side of rice and a medley of vegetables. creating a layout that resembles an 
$$$ — $20 to $30 Not just your cheap, run-of-the-mill veg- _ artists palette. Just as colourful, too. The 
$$$$ | —$30 and up gies, either, but a mix of red pepper, —_ ye bag wat is especially tasty, with a fiery 
snow peas, zucchini, cauliflower, broc- _ kick that doesn’t overpower. We also 
coli, carrots and squash. The pickerel is really like the ground pea, which looks 
BILLINGSGATE SEAFOOD MARKET good and tender, the white meat flaking _ like a glob of yellow humus, and the 
AND LIGHTHOUSE CAFE apart as you gently prod it with the fork. _ steamed spinach, which reminds me of 
7331-104 St. » 433-0091 I'm missing something, though. And — how my mother would cook greens like 
= °° 5506 Tudor Glen (St. Albert) * 460-2222 unfortunately, it doesn’t dawn on me Swiss chard—it’s bitter but very tender 
dec 26 & 2 d johanna The smell of sea-dwelling lifeforms fills until later that there was no green apple —_and nicely complemented by the pieces 
the air, and the East Coast music in the _ relish on the side. Damn. It would've of injera. Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 
background makes me feel as though _tasted great with the pickerel... which is 09/25/03) 
I've been suddenly transported to the _ probably why it appears on the menu in 
Rock. I’m searching for the words to __ the first place, right? Still, | douse the fish § LEMONGRASS CAFE 
=~ describe the dining area, a compact sec- _ with some lemon and it’s just fine. Aver-  10417-51 Ave » 413-0088 
tion featuring artistic depictions of fish age Price: $$$ (Reviewed 11/13/03) | was driving around aimlessly for a 


and unsurprisingly, lighthouses. Then it good hour, spotting nothing but 
hits me: "rustic oceanic atmosphere." THE BLUE NILE ETHIOPIAN CUISINE = "CLOSED" signs, before pulling up to 
includes (Okay, so that’s what it says on the | 10875-98 St + 428-5139 the Lemongrass Café, a tasteful little 
elegant three menu. So sue me.) Speaking of menus, _ As | walk up to the front door of the Blue Vietnamese place. Thankfully, it was 
eourse dinner I'm loving the Lighthouse’s lunch edi- _Nile, | feel like I’m entering someone’s open—the better half in the passenger 


tion. The level of sophistication is greater. home. Colourful flowers line the walk- seat gets awful grumpy when she’s 
than I'd anticipated, what with the red —_ way and the tiny patio out front is like real hungry. We were seated in a 
Peruvian trout and Cajun prawn pizza. the stoop of a house. Blue Nile’s menu —_ deuce up against the camel-coloured 
And the dinner menu is even more in- __ has just 10 items (none of them costing —_ walls and dove right into the menus. | 
depth, featuring a list of stuff that makes more than over $10) so it’s easy to make considered choosing something from 
my mouth water—paella, Hawaiian big- _a decision and feel good about it. | con- the interesting drink menu, be it a 
eye tuna, bouillabaisse and California _sidet the doro wat, a traditional Ethiopi- green tea-laced martini or a Nhau vo 
striped bass with a mandarin fennel an chicken stew, and the ritfo, very rare sake Caesar but we didn’t have the 
glaze. Very nice. And the wine list seems chopped beef with spiced butter, mitmi- _ time. Need food—now. Kate and | fig- 
reasonably priced, too—| see a bottle of ta (a special red pepper sauce) and ured we,d pick one main dish each, 
Australian Rosemount shiraz-cabernet is | homemade cottage cheese, but the while | made the executive decision to 
$23 and | know the same bottle will run combo platter makes the most sense _ start with some spicy kimchee and a 
you about $14 or so in the liquor store, _ since it offers a wide assortment of dishes special Southwestern Vietnamese noo- 
so Billingsgate obviously isn’t going crazy _ to explore. There’s a beef dish (named dle soup. Our capable waiter laid 
with the markup. Being the soup junkie —_ either kay wat or alicha wat, and I’m — down the dishes—a plate of lemon 
that | am, | start off with a small bowl of __ afraid I’m not sure which), shiro wat (a chicken and a neat-looking vegetarian 
lobster bisque. The lovely orange mix- ground pea mash with onions, tomatoes —_ option, tofu with mango and apple in 
ture is described as having been pre- _ and green peppers), tikel gomen (cab- _a spicy red curry. Oh, and some per- 
pared in the traditional French style, with _ bage, potato and carrots simmered ina _fectly cooked fluffy rice. The crispy 
cognac, cream and rich lobster broth. _ mild sauce with ginger, garlic, onion and pieces of chicken were topped with a 
Topped with some finely chopped fresh green pepper), yeabesha gomen sweet, lemony glaze. Nothing fancy, 
parsley, it’s incredibly flavourful. Rich yes, (steamed spinach) and a small portion of but it sure hit the spot. And | really 
but it doesn’t weigh me down at all, the Blue Nile house salad. We also loved the vegetarian dish. The tofu still 
which is good because | have a pickerel ordered some ye bag wat, lamb braised had some texture to it despite swim- 
fillet on the way. (Note: you can get a _in the common red pepper sauce. Every- ming in the lovely, rich curry. It includ- 
bigger portion of the bisque as a meal.| thing is placed in a mesob, a large eda few different types of apple 
saw one come out of the kitchen. Huge.) _ woven basket that partitions all the items — chunks, though | didn’t find much 
"That's a good choice," the server tells into small servings. The bottom of the mango in it—just a little bite every 


midnight snacks 
champagne and 


per person featuring jazz 
“satay kelly alana 
then .., 


jan2&3 more with kelly alanna 


PRO ee le Ds 


GINSENG 


RESTAURANT 


Daily 5:00 pm 10:00 pm 
9261-34 Avenue M-F 11:30 am - 2:00 pm 
450-3330 Weekend Reservations Recommended 


- a 


epee Es 
be ge" > 


EDMONTONS.MOST.UNIQUE 
KOREAN CUISINE? = 
Ag TS EG BOS Uae tS 


MON = FRI / only $9.95 
11:30AM - 2:00 PM 


° EVENING B.B.Q. BUFFET 
EVERYDAY 5-10 PM / $17.95 


ha 


e FULLY LICENCED ©. 


Edmonton’s Newest Fine Dining Bistro 


12208 JASPER AVENUE 
452-3160 


VUEWEEKLY QQ JANUARY 1-7, 2004 


Eats of Elen 


Five restaurants that 
served me a slice of 
heaven this year 


By DAVID DiICENZO 


en I think of all the different 
| cmt I've been to over 
the past year, it actually 
amazes me. Then again, a quick gaze 
at my waistline knocks me back into 
reality. Getting paid to eat—it’s a 
helluva lotta fun, but man, can it get 
dangerous. However, I really believe 
that food writers should be viewed 
the same as chefs: never trust a skin- 
ny one. And this is the most trust- 
worthy I’ve ever been. 

So here’s a handful of spots, in 
no particular order (other than 
“modified” date in my food articles 

folder), where I had my most memo- 
rable dining experiences of 2003. 


Krua Wilai (9940-106 St) 
Thai has become one of my absolute 
favourite cuisine types and no place 
I’ve been in Edmonton does it better 
than Krua Wilai (“Krua” means 
kitchen and “Wilai” represents the 
name of the owner/chef). We were 
fortunate enough to have a couple 
from Thailand join us for what 
proved to be a fantastic meal. “Thai 
style is to eat together,” our new 
friend Weerapong explained. That we 
did. The Nua Padd Grapprea (beef 
sautéed with hot basil), Som Tum 
(shredded carrot salad with a tangy 
lime dressing), Kai Yaang (barbequed 
chicken) and Keeng Paad Ruam Mit 
(fried shrimp with mixed vegetables) 
were all delicious, yet none of those 
could match the exquisite nature of 
the Po Taek, an unforgettable soup 
made of mixed seafood and mush- 
rooms in a spicy lemongrass broth. I 
distinctly remember that it was a 
frigid winter night, but the food, and 
the company, was more than enough 
to warm us all. 

Red Ox Inn (9420-91 St) 

Occasionally, you have the good 
fortune of coming across a restaurant 
that has it all figured out: terrific food, 
top-notch service and a great vibe in 
the room. The Red Ox Inn certainly 
classifies as one of those rare places. I 
fell in love with this gem, located in a 
residential area near Gallagher Park, as 
soon as I walked in, though it was 
surely a done deal the moment I sank 
my teeth into the perfectly done basil 
crusted lamb. A few things stick out 
about the experience. One, the place 
was intimate, and the fact that my 
better half and I had the table for two 
in the front window made it even 
more so. Two, it smelled fantastic in 
there. And lastly, I don’t think I’ve 
ever had better side dishes, like the 
chorizo sausage polenta, eggplant 
ratatouille and horseradish potato 
cakes. That’s what you call going the 
extra mile. The blueberry and white 
chocolate bread pudding with a warm 
créme anglaise wasn’t too shaboo, 


either. It was one of those nights that ‘ 


just makes me smile when I recall it. 
Churros King (10152a-Whyte Ave) 
I make no apologies for my deep 


admiration and ongoing support of 
the Caro family’s Churros King on 
Whyte. I'll pimp the place anytime. 
Forget that their brand of Chilean cui- 
sine is delicious; I just love that family 
and, in particular, what they stand 
for: working hard to serve excellent 
food, while having the pride to show 
the beauty of their culture. Patriarch 
Luis runs the show along with his 
wife and two children, but they col- 
lectively experienced a massive bump 
in the road in 2003 while trying to 
expand their small place. Eventually, 
the bureaucratic crap ended and they 


_IBEST OF 2003 


reopened to reveal a beautiful spot, 
superbly decorated (by them) with 
stucco archways, lattice board across 
the ceiling, home-made kites hung 
near the cash counter and terra cotta- 
coloured tejas (roof tiles), while on the 
walls daughter Evelyn painstakingly 
painted pictures of her mother’s 
hometown of Osorno and the famous 
Cerro San Cristobal hilltop. My lunch 
was simple that day—the vegetarian 
humitas, a sweet and spicy corn 
mash, served in a corn husk and 
steamed, and a leche asada, baked 
custard covered in caramel and a 
sprinkle of cinnamon, washed down 
with some mango juice—but like 
everything at Churros King, it was 
made with genuine care. I rack my 
brain wondering why people so often 
frequent lame chain restaurants when 
a place like this exists. 

Leva (11053-86 Ave) 

I’m not exactly sure what distin- 
guishes one cappuccino bar from 
another, but I do know that Leva is 
one of my faves in Edmonton. 
Opened just this year, the university- 
area Italian café was a hit from the 
get-go and each subsequent time I’ve 
walked in there, the place seems to be 
more and more packed . No surprise, 
really. Excellent coffee(s), tasty 
snacks/treats, an intriguing selection 


of imported beverages (both alcoholic 
and non) and a huge screen perfect 
for watching a Serie A soccer match 
are the main drawing cards at Leva 
On my first trip there, | indulged in a 
delicious chicken and pesto tramezzi- 
ni (that’s a sandwich, by the way) 
with a side of one of the most unique 
potato salads I’ve ever had: skin left 
on the spuds, artichokes mixed in 
and then topped with olive oil and 
some freshly grated parm. Oh yes. 
And the old-school pastries rock, 
especially the artfully decorated Sicil- 
ian cannoli, stuffed with a creamy, 
thick ricotta mixture. The older I get, 
the more I appreciate these simple yet 
undeniably satisfying pleasures. 

Tropika Malaysian Cuisine 
(6004-104 St) 

It was “girl-drink-drunk” night 
when a half dozen or so friends all 
met up at Tropika to celebrate a 
birthday a few months back. The 
experience produced one of the fun- 
niest lines I've heard all year, when 
one of the gang encourages our dia- 
betic buddy John to have a double 
dose of insulin “cause you'll be 
drinking from a coconut all night 
long.” That’s good stuff. The Doctor 
Funk, Scorpion and mind-blowing 
Tropikolada are indeed fantastic bev- 
erages, but it was the beautifully pre- 
pared Malaysian food that had the 
biggest impact on me. The table was 
filled with glorious items like satays 
(pork, beef, chicken and lamb), 
Indonesian spring rolls (stuffed with 
pan-fried pork, Chinese mushrooms 
and shredded jicama, and then deep- 
fried extra crispy with peanuts on the 
outer shell), Singapore Laska soup 
(shrimp, tofu and fish cakes with ver- 
micelli noodles) and a healthy num- 
ber of great sides. But one dish 
topped them all—the Sayur Lemak 
hot pot. It’s served in a mini kettle, 
filled with spicy goodness, including 
prawns and vegetables simmered in a 
colourful, rich Malay coconut sauce. 

See what I’m saying about the 
waistline? © 
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FIREWATER 


now and then. I’m assuming the 
sweetness of the fruit was designed to 
counteract the fire of the curry and it 
all worked wonderfully together. (It 
was just fantastic spooned over the 
rice.) Our dessert, chocolate and pecan 
spring rolls, arrived atop a white, shell- 
shaped plate with three balls of lichee, 
a small-dollop of whipped cream with 
a mint leaf and a tiny bowl of ginger 
coconut caramel glaze for dipping. 
This was a small masterpiece. I’d never 
seen a dessert like it and the taste was 
incredible—rich chocolate, melded 
with the pecans and paper-thin layers 
of the crispy spring roll, still hot. Aver- 
age Price: $$ (Reviewed 08/28/03) 


LEVA 

11053-86 Ave * 433-LEVA 

As soon as | walk into Leva, my eyes lock 
on the impressive-looking Sicilian canno- 
lis behind the counter—| haven’t seen 
old-school pastries like that in a long, 
long time. | instantly decide that after a 
relaxing, late afternoon bite, I'll be trying 
one. The main menu items are things like 
homemade thin-crust pizzas and 
tramezzinis, which are grilled sandwich- 
es. But | notice some unique items too, 
like the biscottis—lemon pistachio or 
anise-flavoured. Very cool. There’s also a 
nice array of imported beers and Italian 
wines, like the Nipozzano Chianti, a fan- 
tastic choice I’ve enjoyed on a few occas- 
sions. | go with the chicken pesto 
tramezzini and ask for a side of green 
bean salad. Antonio, the guy who seems 
to run the joint, tells me they’re out, so | 
go for the potato salad. He says I'll like it. 
The tramezzini is: incredible and |'ll tell 
you why: I’ve had the chicken and pesto 
combo at other places and usually it’s 
chicken loaf that comes with it. Not at 
Leva. Real, tender chicken breast, sliced 
thinly, combined with a tasty pesto and 
cheese. (I believe Antonio said it was 
Edam.) And the perfectly spherical scoop 
of potato salad is excellent—Antonio has 
left the skin on the potatoes, which | like, 
and he’s mixed in a few artichokes too. 
He’s also finished it all off with a drizzle of 
olive oil and some grated cheese on top. 
Average Price: $ (Reviewed 10/02/03) 


MILL CREEK CAFE 

9562-82 Ave * 439-5535 

Other than a bevy of nice-looking 
sweets and baked goods, sandwiches 
are pretty much the order of the day at 
Mill Creek Café. Kate orders the Mon- 
treal smoked meat sandwich, while | 
eventually get around to choosing the 
salmon salad. Then come the ques- 
tions. "Swiss, cheddar or cream 
cheese?" the counter girl asks. Kate 
says Swiss, | say cream. "Tomato, 
cucumber and sprouts?" Yup. "Pickles?" 
Sure. "Hot, honey or Dijon mustard?" 
Kate says yes to the former and after a 
bit of deliberation, | pass, figuring 
there’s no need to add mustard to the 
salmon. "Mayo and butter?" Neither. 
Mill Creek bakes everything fresh each 
day and as | attempt to wrap my 
mouth around the massive slices of 
grainy whole wheat bread with pieces 
of carrot in it, | think to myself that it 
looks awfully inviting. | had taken note 
of the fact that Kate asked for hot mus- 
tard and | patiently awaited her reac- 
tion. Sure enough, it came. "Whoa," 
she says after the first or second bite. 
It’s actually really hot stuff—I try a nib- 
ble and some of the mustard actually 


burns a small nick on my lip. These 
sandwiches are huge and because 
baked goods are in our immediate 
future, we pack up the remainders and 
head back to the counter. This time, 
I’m only slightly more decisive—a 
piece of chocolate cherry loaf (a mere 
buck and change) and a slice of lemon 
meringue pie, though the chocolate 
peanut butter bars were crying out at 
me. Average Price: $ (Reviewed 
12/04/03) 


SCHANKS ATHLETIC CLUB 

9927-178 St * 444-2125 

"The thing | love about Schanks," my 
friend Steve says, “is that other than the 
track, there’s not a bigger cavalcade of 
problem gamblers anywhere." How 
prophetic. Just as we sit down in front of 
one of.the many massive TV screens with 
the game on (they have the sound up for 
the NFL tilt as opposed to the CFL playoff 
game, which in a way is too bad), | can’t 
help but notice the freakshow going on 
one table over. The guy in question is 
wearing a leather tricoloured Miami Dol- 
phins hat, his dirty jeans are wide open 
and his ample gut is hanging out, and in 
between nervously sipping coffee, haul- 
ing on cigarettes and choosing plays on 
his QB1 machine, he appears to be rub- 
bing himself down, head included, with 
a bottle of Absorbine Jr. But I’m more 
chuffed about the meager order of hot, 
boneless wings that we start out with. 
Nine bucks and there’s nothing more 
than a handful of overdone, deep-fried 
chicken chunks with some hot sauce and 
a side of ranch. Luckily, one my super- 
stars has already scored a touchdown so 
I'm in a good mood, just like the hard- 
core Canadian fans celebrating 
Saskatchewan’‘s route of Winnipeg. The 
quality slightly improves with the next 
round of eats. | go with the peppercorn 
Jack burger, while Steve tries the spolum- 
bo submarine sandwich. | haven't had a 
burger in a while, so it’s a treat to sink 
into the big patty, which was seasoned 
with—get this—"course" pepper and a 
Jack Daniels barbecue sauce. | wonder for 
a second if the typo was on purpose. 
Nah. My mixed greens on the side have 
about as much spring as the Blue 
Bombers offence, but the crispy order of 
kettle chips makes up for it. The home- 
made chips are nice and hot, served with 
a bowl of a real spicy onion, cream 
cheese dip. It’s definitely the "play of the 
day” in this highlight package. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 11/06/03) 


SMOKEY JOE’S HICKORY 
SMOKEHOUSE 

15135 Stony Plain Road o 413-3379 

| figure—er, | mean, | reckon—Smokey 
Joe’s was conceived as a replica of old- 
fashioned prairie cuisine, or at least an 
homage to it. License plates from all 
over the continent dot the walls and the 
menu, bound in wood, has headings like 
"Samwiches" and "Young Un’s Dinners." 
The ranch theme is a little schmaltzy but 
for a guy soon to vacate the province, 
it’s enough to bring a small tear to my 
eye. The coolest thing has to be the pink 
butcher paper they use for tablecloths— 
that’s a nice touch. My comedic dining 
buddy Steve is along for this trail ride 
and he busts a gut when he spots the 
veggieburger on the menu. "! bet you 
it’s never been ordered," he says. Well, 
neither of us are gonna be the first so 
instead, we put all our eggs in one high- 


cholesterol basket: the sampler for two. _ 


It includes, in no particular order, two 
roasted quarter chickens, pork ribs, 


turkey, ham, beef and two of Smokey 
Joe’s famous ultra-hot wings. Oh, and 
garlic toast. "We're out of wings tonight 
so I'll give you another quarter chicken. 
Is that okay?" our host asks. Deal! You 
get your choice of three sides with the 
sampler so Steve and | agree on corn- 
bread, beans and potato salad. | don’t 
notice much green anywhere in the 
restaurant so we see no sense in having 
any on our plate. Back a century ago, a 
cowboy wouldn't have been clamouring 
for a side salad, right? | swear there's a 
strained look on our server's face as she 
lugs out the plate with what Steve refers 
to as "a pile of meat" on it. "There, go 
wild," she says. All of the homemade. 
barbecue sauces are lined up in front of 
us—Smokey Joe’s sells them on the 
premises, along a variety of the meats, 
including jerky—and it’s time to get to 
work. On this snowy, frigid night, the 
platter gives me a much-needed dose of 
summertime. The spicy taste of the 
smoked meats, the richness of the beans 
and the creamy potato salad make me 
forget that it got dark at 4:30 p.m. that 
day. Average Price: $$-$$$ (Reviewed 
12/11/03) 


TROPIKA MALAYSIAN CUISINE 
6004-104 St * 439-6699 

As we meet up in the front entrance of 
Tropika and I’m amazed by how packed 
it is this jumping Friday night. I’ve been 
here before and | loved it—but that visit 
was quite some time ago. Years, in fact, 
and it seems Tropika’s gotten a lot more 
popular since then. And why not? With 
the straw awning over the bar, the big 
woven chairs reserved for VIPs and the 
Hawaiian shirts on the waitstaff, it’s like 
island party central in here. Beforé we 
even look at the tantalizing food menu, 
we giggle at the depth and variety of 
the drink list. Doctor Funk (and Doctor 
Funk’s Sun, made with 151 rum), Belli- 
ni, Scorpion—they all look good. Birth- 
day boy John finds his groove when he 
orders a Tropikolada, a drink that appar- 
ently comes from heaven. “You couldn’t 
come up with anything that would 
make me happier,” John says after slurp- 
ing up the last bit of what one table 
member calls “an Orange Julius with 
alcohol.” | figure food will make us even 
happier. Right out of the gate, we try 
some starters: a dozen satays (pork, 
beef, chicken and lamb), five Indonesian 
spring rolls and two bowls of Singapore 
Laska, a hearty soup with vermicelli 
noodles. The crunchy peanut sauce 
goes well with the satays and the spring 
rolls are incredibly neat, stuffed with 
pan-fried pork, Chinese mushrooms 
and shredded jicama, then deep-fried 
extra-crispy with peanuts on the outer 
shell. The Singapore Laska is a feast 
with shrimp, tofu and fish cakes all mar- 
ried together in a tasty broth. My 
favourite, however, is the Kari Lembu, a 
sensational dish of melt-in-your-mouth 
curry with beef. We also ordered some- 
thing known as Nasi Goreng, a local 
recipe of Malay fried rice and a few 
delectable side dishes, including 
steamed spinach and Sambal Bunchies, 
firm green beans with prawns and 
Sambal sauce. While each of these cre- 
ations rocks (very spicy stuff), the most 
memorable item is the Sayur Lemak hot 
pot, which comes to the table in a 
small kettle filled with vegetables and 
prawns simmered in a Malay coconut 
sauce. Oh, it was awesome, the broth 
so rich and colourful—by far the p 

de résistance. Average Price: 
(Reviewed 10/09/03) 
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By SASHA UHLMANN 


eryone must choose their own 
Fer path. Myself, I have cho- 

en a path that leads upwards. 
Not upwards to the heavens, 
although it sometimes feels like that, 
but rather upwards to the silvery 
slopes of deep powder. Like all spiri- 
tual quests, the journey to personal 
empowderment is tracked with trials 
and tribulations. But if you are deter- 
mined, keep an open heart and learn 
from the following passages, you too 


Illustration by James Grasdal 


Zen: 


shi bumming 


Big Rock reminds you not to drink and ski 


and the 
art of 


how to reach ski bum nirvana 


may find that unpoached line o 
deep, fluffy bliss. 


One must be ready to begin th 
journey 

The calling may come to you softly 
like snow falling from the sky. Or i 
May jar you like an icy mogul run it 
Ontario. Whichever, you have n 
choice but to dig out the Christma 


SEE NEXT PAGI 
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Ski Zen 


Continued from previous page 


toque your grandma knit you, wax 
your skis and head for snow. 

My partner Wendy and I heard 
our calling. I’d actually been hearing 
the calling for years—I just wasn’t 
ready to accept it. Realizing this was 
the perfect time to flake out for the 
winter, we threw caution to the wind 
(making sure there wasn’t a strong 
head wind) and packed our bags. 
Destination: Nelson, B.C. 


One must choose a vehicle with 
which to begin the journey 

The obvious choice is a Volkswagen 
van. Problem here is that you will 
probably log more hours in the 
repair shop then you will on the 
slopes. Toyota vans are a good 
choice. We left our broken-down 
1986 van in Ontario. We lost our 
overdrive somewhere between Albu- 
querque, New Mexico and Houston, 
Texas and drove the rest of the way 
across the United States going 70 
kilometres/hour. Look for that story 
in my upcoming book, Zen and the 
Art of Pissing Off Truck Drivers. 

For our experience we chose a 
1991 Chevy $10 pickup. When we 
first went to look at it I saw a shim- 
mery apparition of phantom hitch- 
hikers, piling into the back with 
their skis. I knew it was to be ours. 
Whatever you decide, anticipate that 
it very well may double as your win- 


ter home in times of housing short- 
ages. Remember, your “vehicle” is 
only a way to get there. True ski 
bums can travel by thumb. It’s envi- 
ronmentally friendly and a better 
way to meet fellow Zen bums. 


One must learn detachment 
from material possessions 

This obviously doesn’t include any 
ski gear or related paraphernalia 
(such as old ski mags, your surround 
sound system, that eight-hosed bong, 
and so on). We loaded up Molly (our 
truck) with a borrowed futon, two 
sets of skis, two mountain bikes, half 
a drum set, some clothes and a jar of 
sourdough starter that Wendy doted 
over as though it were her own ¢hild. 


tight now asking for leftovers. If you 
remain in tune with your lack of 
finance you will notice, as with all 
things in nature, that money takes on 
a cyclic nature: out of the line of cred- 
it to pay off the credit card, off the 
ctedit card to pay of the loan, off the 
loan to pay into the line of credit... 

If, by divine intervention, hard 
currency is obtained, one must not 
let it disturb the cycle. I spent my 
last $10 on a ski movie premiere 
upon arriving in Nelson. 


Wants must not be confused 
with needs 

Old gear will get you down the hill 
just as well as new gear. Do not be 
lured by the evil forces at work who 


edge on one ski and a tip on the 
other. I have yet to see anyone 
shred as hard as him. 

This teaching is extended to 
clothing as well. The other day I saw 
a man ripping down the slope in a 
one-piece fluorescent pink and 
orange suit that was so bright I had 
to put on my sunglasses to look at 
him. Another Zen master. Try to 
develop a personal relationship with 
your gear. If you treat it well, the 
rewards will be great. And remem- 
ber, sleeping with your skis is never 
going too far. 


One must incorporate selfless 
service into their lives 
For the ski bum, selfless service can 


In times of great trouble, here is a mantra you can repeat to keep you on track: 
“| do not need new skis. New skis will not necessarily make me a better skier. 
All skis are beautiful and deserve a place in the snow. 

My old skis love me and I, them. | do not need new skis.” 


With nothing but possibilities ahead 
of us, we hit the open road. Well, 
okay, we weaseled our way through 
city traffic, stopped at a gas station 
for a fill up, bought some road 
snacks... then hit the open road. 


Money will not bring happiness 
Credit will. I’ve never been a big fan 
of the “system.” I even cheered at the 
end of Fight Club when all the major 
credit buildings crumbled to the 
ground. But let’s face it: if it wasn’t for 
credit I’d be knocking on your door 


will convince you that you need the 
latest, fattest skis money can buy. 
Although these forces are tempting, 
you must resist. In times of great 
trouble, here is a mantra you can 
repeat to keep you on track:"“I do not 
need new skis. New skis will not nec- 
essarily make me a better skier. All 
skis are beautiful and deserve a place 
in the snow. My old skis love me and 
I, them. I do not need new skis. 

One Zen guru I had the pleasure 
of skiing with was skiing on 12- 
year-old skis that were missing a full 


take on many forms: waiting tables, 
pumping gas or delivering pizzas. The 
higher level Zen bums have learned 
to tree-plant or firefight in the sum- 
mers, thus leaving their winters free 
to ski and collect EI. Regardless of 
your level, all forms of service are 
acceptable as long as they allow you 
time to ski. The truly fortunate stu- 
dents are sometimes able to serve at 
the very place they seek redemption. 
Upon arriving in Nelson, Wendy 
and I handed out resumés for two 
weeks to no avail. We decided to 


HiddenRidge hn 


c caribou 


starting 
from 


attend a congregation for Zen stu- 
dents, designed to keep people like 
us on track: the mountain job fair. 
There we found many others like 
ourselves—tired, meek and powder 
hungry. We were all given private 
interviews with seasoned Zen snow 
gurus who assessed our worthiness 
and determination. Wendy and I 
were deemed worthy and were 
allowed to embark on a mission of 
selfless service under the guise of 
“lift attendant.” In our new posi- 
tions, not only would we maximize 
our skiing, we would be working 
hand-in-hand with snow gurus who 
could assist us with daily teachings. 


One must seek in order to find 
We all must ask ourselves, “what is 
it we are looking for?” If it is taking 
fresh lines and choking on powder 
we must strive to accomplish. Don’t 
let any thing stand in you way, not 
even a closed mountain. A week 
before the mountain opened I was 
boot-packing up the hill in 30 cen- 
timetres of fresh snow. Up ahead I 
could hear the blissful screams of 
other seekers reaching nirvana. As I 
clicked in and pointed my tips 
downhill, I experienced that perfect 
moment where nothing remains but 
you and the mountain, where all 
the struggles and joys of past 
lessons fade to bring you perfection 
in the now. 

I realized then that although I 
have not yet reached enlightenment, 
I will certainly enjoy the process. © 
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All four properties feature: Free Evening 
Shuttle Service to downtown shops, 
restaurants and night clubs; The Best of 


Banff Discount book, providing exclusive 
discount offers to our guests from Banff's 
best Shops and restaurants; 
complimentary underground parking; and 


Ski lola 
$93.50 


BANFF CARIBOU LODGE 


A winter enthusiast's mountain lodge 
featuring: in-house ski school, curbside snow 
shuttle pickup, health club facilities with 
sauna, steam room and 3 whirlpools, wax 
room and the Keg Steakhouse and Bar, the 
locals favorite for aprés ski and steaks. 
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By JAMES RAKE 


Ten snowboarding tips to 
improve your 2004 season 


There’s been lots of talk about how to 
improve your riding in magazines and 
on TY, but talk and instruction can only 
take you so far. There will come a time 
when you reach a peak and you'll need 
to push yourself further than any 
instruction can. Here are a few tips to 
help transform youself into the great 
snowboarder you always wanted to be. 


1. Go snowboarding 

| know this might sound silly, but it 
really works. Repetition and practice are 
the best ways to improve your skills. | 
understand that most of you are some- 
what responsible and have real jobs, but 
don’t let that slow you down. Most likely 
there’s an area that’s open at night just 
for you. These places are also great on 
weekdays because you'll practically have 
the place to yourself. And for you week- 
end warriors, don’t end your day when 
lessons or clinics are done—shred it out! 

2. Go hiking 

Not just to your favourite backcountry 
spot, but also to your favourite halfpipe, 
jump or rail. Aside from your friends call- 


ing you a jibber, hiking man-made terrain 
is a great way to improve your park and 
Pipe skills. This way you can focus every- 
thing on one feature without getting dis- 
tracted by other elements of your riding. 

3. Get a lesson 

Go to summer camp, take a clinic or 
give lessons. Any education is good 
education. People can see things in your 
riding that you may not pick up on. 
Video analysis is another great way to 
see what you're doing right or wrong. 

4. Travel lots 

Travelling lets you see terrain that’s 
different than what you’re used to rid- 
ing. Seeing new terrain will give you 
the opportunity to apply your riding in 
situations not available at your home 
mountain. It’s also a good way to meet 
new people with different views on 
snowboarding than your own. 

5. Ride in the off-season 

A good way to keep yourself from 
forgetting how to ride. Mount Hood is 
an awesome place in the summer and 
Blackcomb keeps their glacier open all 
summer as well. If you're rich, buy 
yourself a ticket to Chile, Argentina, 
New Zealand or Austria. 

6. Cross over 

Ice skating, skiing, wakeboarding, 
riding a BMX, mountain biking and 


SUNDBANCE LOPGE 


banff, alberta, canada 


the peace and qutet of A cozy backecountry loage 


Cross Country Skis and a well sheltered 


trail make just the right mix for a quick 


even rollerblading will keep your legs 
in shape and keep you in balance. 

7. Take care of yourself 

That means eat right, rest and 
stretch. This will keep your body safe 
from injuries. Learn how to fail correct- 
ly, because bracing yourself for a hard 
fall can mean the difference between a 
bruise and a cast. 

8. Get pushed 

It’s much easier to improve when 
you're riding with someone who’s much 
better than you. This way you'll have to 
keep up and improve your riding with- 
out even knowing it. | get motivation 
from seeing my friends do things that | 
cannot do. This makes me want to ride 
harder and learn new things. 

9. Be aggressive 

There isn’t always going to be 
someone there to tell you what to do. 
It’s your job to charge and try new 
things. When you ride aggressive and 
have confidence in yourself it will show. 
Don't settle for going through the 
motions of your everyday riding routine. 

10. Have fun 

Having a positive outlook on the 
day will help you to stay loose and 
relaxed. If you're negative you will be 
tight and that makes it hard to do any- 
thing. If you’re not having fun, you 
shouldn’t be on the hill. © 
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REPEAT AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE - ALL FROM ONE LOCATION 


CHEAP SKI PACKAGES AVAILABLE! 


plus we've got 


James Radke is the full-time, on-hill 
snowboard and ski coordinator at 
Calgary’s Canada Olympic Park 
(www.canadaolympicpark.ca). James can 
be contacted at mountainbike@coda.ca. 


THE BRAKE INN, BAR AND RESTAURANT 
808 RAILWAY AVENUE + 403-678-5131 » CANMORE,AB 


WWW.ORAKEINN.COM 
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snowboards 
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gléves 


All 2004 product in stock now!!! 


Get ready for the upcoming season! 
Bring your board in to our qualified snowboard 
service technicians. 


Tune up packages from only $24.99 


10323-78 Ave, Edmonton 
Phone: 780.433.1181 
Toll Free: 1.800.361.8776 
sports@unitedcycle.com 


www .unitedcycle.com 
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By COLIN CATHREA 


Centre of attention 


It doesn’t matter if you’re simply walk- 
ing down your driveway on ice or clip- 
ping the edge of a cornice at full 
speed, you-need to know where your 
center of balance is. The point of skiing 
and snowboarding is to gain balance 
over your weapon of choice. 
Snowboarders must feel the weight 
of their body distributed equally over 
the board and place the body weight 


Wond lay By Nature. 


where it’s required. Skiers are now hav- 
ing to find this balance point more pre- 
cisely with the new carving skis. It’s 
only what you feel under your feet. 
When you try to sit back, or go for- 
ward, you will feel the difference the 
weight change makes on your turn. 

I've heard from so many people who 
are exhausted after just a few runs down 
the mountain. It’s usually because they 
don’t have a comfortable natural point 
of balance over their skis or board. 

Think about it. If we're sitting back, 
we're using way more leg muscles than 
we would normally while balanced on 
our running shoes. Coming down the 
hill shouldn’t be that much more taxing 
on your limbs than simply doing light 
squats. If you don’t balance your weight 
over your centre of mass, you must use 
many more muscles to remain balanced. 

It’s so obvious when people get into 
their ski boots or strap one foot to the 
board that they haven’t spent the appro- 
priate time getting used to the new feel- 
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JASPER SPREAD 


ing of what they have attached to their 
bodies. If you have a hard time walking 
out of the chalet, you'll definitely have a 
more difficult time on the slopes. It’s 
okay if you just cruise the gift shop while 
you get to feel comfortable with your 
new gear. Try the stairs to the restrooms, 
or just go check out the hot guys or gals 
in the chalet. Why go out and drive a 
new car down a new road if you are not 
familiar with its nuances? Spend an hour 
just side-slipping your board down an 
easy slope. Feel your centre of balance 
and go from there. You can achieve 
great things on the hill if you take your 
time and feel your centre. O 
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Cozy Alpine atmosphere 
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Outdoor Rooftop Hot tub © 
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WINTER ’03 -’04 
Book now to take advantage of 
these great new offers! 


Check out our great new winter 
program ... 


SKI 3-4-2 
e Ski 3 days 4 the price of 2 
Mon-Fri | 


Package includes a 3 day lift ticket 
All room rates tor SB Sey One tend ware 

= Monday's ticket being 
include a 


free!! 
CONTINENTAL oa 
Accommodation is for Fri, Sat, with 
BREAKFAST! Sun night's accommodation at 
Toll Free North Am 


70% off 
, [AR 1-800-661-1933 


JASPER’S GREAT INDOORS! 


* 2 DAY JASPER IN JANUARY SKI PACKAGE FROM § 175.00 p.p. 

* 2 DAY SKI & SPA PACKAGE FROM § 270.00 p.p. ab asc 
* 2 DAY BED & BREAKFAST PACKAGE FROM § 98.00 p.p. : indude 
* 2 DAY ESCAPE SPA PACKAGE FROM § 193.00 p.p. breakfast! 
* “THREE FOR TWO” SKI PACKAGE FROM § 209.00 p.p. 
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Jasper National Park, AB 
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Call today for reservations or info, or check our website! 
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Includes Breakfast gratuity - Ski & Spa package & Escape Spa package indude 
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£2 The LES Condition Report 


Local 
Rabbit Hill - 60cm base, 3cm of new snow, all runs in operation 
Snow Valley - 60cm base, 3cm of new snow, all lifts open 


Alberta 

Castle Mt. - 61-150cm base, 11cm of new snow, all lifts & 57 runs open 
C.0.P - 85cm base, Ocm of new snow 

Fortress - 68-87cm base, 7cm of new snow, 4 lifts open 

| Lake Louise - 80-110cm base, 7cm of new snow, all lifts open 

Marmot Basin - 50cm base, O0cm of new snow, 9 lifts & 63/84 runs open 
Mt. Norquay - 93-135cm base, 5/5 lifts & 23/28 runs open 

| 1 Nakiska - 64cm of new snow, 5cm of new snow, 6/6 lifts & 27/32 runs open 
| “| Sunshine - 110cm base, 13cm of new snow, all lifts & 96 runs open 


B.C. 


| Apex - 50cm base, Ocm of new snow, 5/5 lifts open 
Big White - 127cm base, Ocm of new snow, 8/13 lifts open 


- | Chrystal Mt - 109cm base, 3/3 lifts & 24/24 trails open 


Fernie - 198cm base, 40cm of new snow, 9/10 lifts & 106/107 runs open 
Fairmont - 2cm of new snow, 13/13 trails open 

Kicking Horse - 112cm base, 3cm of new snow, 3/5 lifts open 
Kimberley - 90cm base, 19cm of new snow, 7 lifts & 75/75 runs open 

Mt Washington - 236cm base, 50/50 trails & 8/8 lifts open 

Panorama - 78cm base, 9cm of new snow, 9/9 lifts & 115/119 runs open 
Powder King - 243cm base, 24/24 trails open 

Powder Springs - 130-243cm base, 17cm of new snow, 2/2 lifts & 26/26 trails open 
Red Mountain - 157cm base, 30cm of new snow, 4/5 lifts open 

Silver Star - 101cm base, 95/103 trails & 8/8 lifts open 

Sun Peaks - 114cm base, 9/9 lifts & 114/114 trails open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 175cm base, 33/33 runs & 200/200 trails open 
Whitewater - 172cm base, 21cm of new snow, all lifts open 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt - 132cm base, 38cm of new snow, 7 lifts open 

Big Sky - 127cm base, 17cm of new snow, 16/18 lifts & 132/150 trails open 
49 Degrees - 106cm base, 20cm of new snow, 52 runs open 

Great Divide Ski Area - 101cm base, 7cm of new snow, 4/6 lifts open 
Lookout Pass - 157cm base, 33cm of new snow, 3/3 lifts & 23 runs open 
Mt Spokane - 76cm base, Ocm of new snow, 44 runs open 

Schweitzer Mt - 144cm base, Ocm of new snow, 6 lifts open 

Silver Mt- 106cm base, 12cm of new snow, 7/7 lifts open 

Sun Valley - 160cm base, 7cm of new snow, 19/19 lifts open 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 30, 2003 
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Wipeouts! 


Five true tales of 
slopeside slip-ups 
By MARK anpb PHIL RABIN 


It’s the perfect day on the slopes and 
it’s the first day of your family ski 
vacation. Expensive one-piece ski-suit 
glistening in the sun. New red and 
white rear-entry boots still 
unscratched. Headband super-tight. 
Just when you're thinking that those 
cheers and whistles aren’t for you, 
think again—you'te the entertainment 
as you fall flat on your ass. We’ve been 
investigating ski hill wipeouts and this 
is what we've found. 


The 12-pack 


After ripping up groomers all day ~ 


long, you and your buddies decide to 
hit the vibrant aprés ski. “Hey, Tony, 
beers at Planker’s?” Life is good. You're 
looking good, buying countless 
rounds and too 


ing and you've decided to tackle the 
mogul run underneath the chair. You 
think to yourself, “‘Outer limits?’ My 
instructor says I’m a level four.” 
Quickly realizing that you’ve gotten 
yourself way in over your head, panic 
ensues and loss of control follows. 
Bump after bump slams you in the 
face as you grate down the slope. All 
dignity is stripped from your “level 
four” ass as the laughter and cheering 
become louder and louder. You finally 
come to a stop only to see one of your 
skis blast by you like OJ. on the high- 
way. Your Suburban and daddy’s cred- 
it card won't save you now. 


Fat kid on mini-skis 

Too much candy and way too many 
sport simulator games make this 
pudgy, peanut butter-filled, husky 
12-year old an instant favourite for 
spectators. Once this twinky gets on 
the mountain, no one tells him what 
to do. Shit, he’s so hot he don’t va 

need no po 


many Tequila shots, Good thing ae tins 
and you realize it’s lots of padding 


time to leave your 

new friends at the bar. But as you get 
up, you forget that you’re still in those 
spanky new, half-done-up ski boots. 
As you suavely walk out, you feel your 
feet fling out from under you and the 
next thing you know you're lying flat 
onto your back right in the middle of 
the bar. Tile floors and plastic boots 
are a lethal combination. 


Chair-bake 

You've just had a solid run and, as you 
all load up on the chairlift, your 
buddy pulls out the biggest joint 
you've ever seen. “This is for you, 
Dre,” exclaims your pal. He even 
refers to it as “Big Bertha.” Like 
George Bush trying to read Cat in the 
Hat, you can barely finish it. As the 
off-loading area approaches, the four 
of you prepare to glide off like you've 
all done a million times before. Except 
this time you can’t feel your legs. 


Runaway Bandit 

So you think you're a pro? You’ve 
mastered the green runs and you're 
ready to hit up some more challeng- 
ing terrain. As usual, the sun is shin- 


around the waist 
and neck because there’s no stoppin’ 
this four-foot whale when he rams 
into a ski instructor’s crotch after 
trying to pull the baddest spread 
eagle this side of the ‘80s. 


The double-ejector-denim- 
projector 

Who is this guy anyway? Well, he’s 
the manager of a trailer park who 
picked up some gear at a yard sale last 


. Saturday. Ski jacket and pants? Who 


needs ‘em? Blue jeans and a Pittsburgh 
Penguins jersey will do. This is the guy 
who’s still wearing sunglasses and a 
backwards Blue Jays hat even though 
it’s -15 C and cloudy. This Kim 
Mitchell still thinks that WWF is real 
and had Poison blasting at his wed- 
ding. Crazy mofos never say no to a 
dare. Too bad this hot shot’s bindings 
are rustier than his reading skills, 
because they’re letting go faster than 
he can chug that 40 ouncer of JD in 
his pocket. Two turns later, he lines up 
a jump and gets huge air. With the 
ladies loving it, he stomps it then dou- 
ble-ejects, only to get a bloody punch 
in the mouth from Ice Tyson. © 
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Cash and 
carrying on 


The year’s top 10 
music stories, trends 
and tragedies 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


s 2003 another case of the 
same old, same old? The cynics 
among us might say so—after 

all, a few musicians still found them- 
selves on the wrong end of the law, 
while others basked in the glow of 
public adoration. The pop factory still 
cranked out another crop of pre-fab 
stars, while others created the sounds 
of tomorrow with little mainstream 


attention. And cool people still died. - 


Yet 2003 was a year filled with small 
victories and a few moments may 
prove to be epochs in hindsight. 

So, cutting to the chase, here are 
the moments of the past year in 
musical history that dominated our 
thoughts and conversations. 


The Rev/Starlite Room saga 

The year began with the closure of 
one of Edmonton’s venerable institu- 
tions, The Rev Cabaret. Throughout 
its 14-year history, from its beginnings 
as the Bronx and its transformation in 
the mid ‘90s into the “raw energy 
venue” that put it in the Can-rock 
canon, the downtown club influenced 
the tastes of thousands of Edmontoni- 
ans, with eclectic musical program- 
ming that spanned every genre, from 
dance music to alt-country. After a 
three-day extravaganza at the end of 
January, operator Oliver Friedmann 
pulled up stakes and retreated from 
the business, leaving the building 


The Rev/Starlite Room 


open for another 
group of investors to 
reinvent the space as | 
the Starlite Room. Yet 
what promised to be a 
restored jewel in 
Edmonton’s down- 
town became a quag- 
mire of politics and 
controversy that polar- 
ized the local scene 
and left the city at the end of the year 
still without a key venue. Clubs like 
New City, the Power Plant, Red’s and 
Seedy’s admirably filled the void, 
attracting superb talent, but one 
hopes that 2004 will see the Starlite 
finally open for business. 

SARS 

The worldwide plague hit Canada 
especially hard, with Toronto put on 
high alert for travellers and scaring 
most touring acts from even thinking 
about playing the Great White North. 
Then, one summer day, a massive 
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concert was staged on the outskirts of 
Hogtown and telecast for the world, 
proving that the disease was not only 
under control in Canada, but the 
music could play on. The Rolling 
Stones, AC/DC, the Flaming Lips, 
Rush and Sam Roberts may have been 
pulling out the stops, but the sight of 
Justin Timberlake being pelted with 
water bottles proved that Canada was 
certainly back in the pink. 
The world loves Canada 
If that wasn’t enough, the staunch 
financial magazine The Economist 
slapped a moose in sunglasses on 
their cover and declared that 
| Canada was a cool place—like 
we needed to be told. Both 
Sum 41 and Peaches recorded 
tunes with Iggy Pop, and Epi- 
taph fell in love with The 
Weakerthans. Rapper K-OS 
not only won a Source hip 
hop award, but he collaborat- 
ed with the Chemical Broth- 
ers, while Buck 65 became the 
2a Name to drop among the 
1 international trucker hat 
» cognoscenti, The Constantines 
inked a deal with Sub Pop, 
the British went gaga over 
Hot Hot Heat and Pitchfork 
types stumbled over their ver- 
bosity to express how gobs- 
macked they were about 
Broken Social Scene. Then 
both Royal City and The Hid- 
den Cameras got signed to 
the UK’s coolest indie, Rough 


Trade. On the local front, Corb Lund 
continued to charm audiences on 
both sides of the Atlantic with his 
down-home tuneage, while St. 
Albert’s Fifth Season signed a deal 
with Interscope, changed their name 
to Social Code and recorded an album 
in Los Angeles. 

We don’t like war 

If musicians pulled back on the 
politics in the wake of 9/11, they came 
back charging after the “coalition of 
the willing”—the U.S. and the UK— 
decided that Iraq was a good place to 
bomb back to the Stone Age. First the 
Dixie Chicks said they were ashamed 
to be from George Dubya’s Texas, 
which prompted folks like Bruce 
Springsteen to speak up in their 
defence when the backlash came up. 
Massive Attack’s 3D and Blur’s Damon 
Albarn put a beat to the steps of 
British protesters, while workmen like 
Steve Earle, Billy Bragg and Merle Hag- 
gard all penned songs expressing the 
distrust and resentment of the classes 


‘who were being sent to fight a ques- 


tionable battle in the war on terrorism. 
And if that wasn’t enough, Montreal’s 
Godspeed You Black Emperor were 
held for questioning by American 
authorities, who suspected that the 
experimental hipsters were terrorists. 
Like finding Saddam in a hole in the 
ground wasn’t surreal enough. 

I want my iTunes 

The Internet continued to be a 
thorn in the side of the music indus- 
try beast, who successfully shut Nap- 
ster down and tried to litigate the 
hydra-like Kazaa out of existence. Fail- 
ing that, of course, they went after 
downloaders—famously, kids and old 
people who own Macintosh comput- 
ers that can’t even run the necessary 
pirate software. Ironically, it was 
Apple Computer who proved that you 
could make money off of MP3s when 
they unveiled the iTunes Music Store, 
which offered up a half-million songs 
from the major label catalogues at 99 
cents (U.S.) a pop. Although the store 
was only accessible to Apple users in 
the U.S.—a meager four per cent of 
personal computer users, mind you— 
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Edmonton rock city 


Our writers take the 
Kleenex out of their 
ears to jot down the 
year’s 10 best gigs 


1: Ween » Red’s 

For more than two joyous hours, Dean 
and Gene Ween showed why they are 
the favourite idiot savants of modern 
“alternative” music. Their show at Red's 
showcased nugget after nugget from 
more than a decade of making inven- 
tive, challenging music that the main- 
stream simply sloughs off as joke novelty 
material. Deaner was the quintessential 
tock guitarist, with solo after solo ringing 
clear, while Gene 


way to becoming a huge thing, singing 
back every word of songs like “Girl’s 
Not Grey” and “The Leaving Song,” 
and basking in the mascara-streaked 
explosion of singer Davey Havoc, who 
controlled the heaving masses bounc- 
ing before him like a rock ‘n’ roll 
demigod—simultaneously earnest and* 
cocksure, playing the role while never 
losing sight of the loyalists who put his 
band up there in the lights in the first 
place. —DAvE JOHNSTON 

3.The Joel Plaskett Emergency 
¢ New City 

I don’t know what a Thrush Hermit 
is, but after seeing The Joel Plaskett 
Emergency I want to find out. With a 
sly smile on his face and a guitar in his 

hand, Plaskett 


played every bit the proves once again 
coy lounge singer, what a powerful 


with smoke dangling 
lazily between his fingers. From the dis- 
turbing “Spinal Meningitis (Got Me 
Down)” to the country laughfest “Piss 
Up a Rope,” Ween showed that it’s not 
so hard to skip through six or seven gen- 
res in the matter of a few minutes. But 
the highlight came out when the band 
turned the oh-so-disco “Voodoo Lady” 
into a 10-minute-long dancehall jam. — 
STEVEN SANDOR 

2. AFI/Poison the Well/ 
Autopilot Off * Agricom 

Until they played Los Angeles a 
week later, the largest audience AFI had 
ever played before was right here in 
Edmonton. The capacity crowd proved 
that the SoCal quartet are well on their 


Allison Kydd’s 
top five classical concerts 


1. Pianist Angela Hewitt playing 
Grieg’s Piano concerto in A minor; 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra Mas- 
ter’s Series (October 10 and 11) 

2. Classical guitarist Dimitri IIlari- 
onov; Edmonton Classical Guitar Soci- 
ety, Muttart Hall (November 28) 

3. Cellist Armen Ksajikian (with 
Janet Scott Hoyt) playing Dance Music 


tool simplicity can 

be. His straightforward three-piece rock 
literally stomps the shit out of the pap 
the major labels have been over produc- 
ing for years. He may not have the overt 
sexual energy of Danko Jones or Hawk- 
sley Workman but this Maritimer’s got 
cool in spades. —PHit DupeRRON 

4. The Foo Fighters/Pete Yorn, 
Shaw Conference Centre 

§. Frank Black and The Catholics, 
Red’s 

6. The Constantines, Seedy’s 

7. Hot Water Music, New City 

8. Broken Social Scene, Power Plant 

9. Blackalicious, Red’s 

10. The Rev’s Farewell Weekend, 
The Rev 


From Around the World; Conservatory 
Centennial Education Series, Conser- 
vatory of Music, Alberta College 
Campus, Grant MacEwan College 
(December 6) ; 

4. Senior Orchestra, Edmonton 
Youth Orchestra, directed by Michael 
Massey (November 30) ‘ 

5. Contralto Marie-Nicole 
Lemieux in her solo recital for the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra’s 
Symphony Under the Sky (August 31) 
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Turntable resolutions 


it’s that time of the year again. The time 
when we look at our faults and 
strengths, our successes and failures, and 
force ourselves to improve. We've all 
made the “work out more,” “drink less” 
and “be more cheerful” resolutions— 
and some of us have even stuck to 
them. (| mean some of you). But what 
are some of the more recognizable 
members of Edmonton’s urban commu- 
nity doing to better themselves in 2004? 


Marlon Wilson (a.k.a. Arlo Maver- 
ick), CJSR’s Urban Hang Suite “It is 
my hope to learn how to delegate 
tasks to others and not overwhelm 
myself with so many projects. If I’m 
successful with this, which unfortu- 
nately is easier said then done, | plan 
to spend more time with my grand- 
mother, godson and goddaughter.” 
Harman Brar (a.k.a. Harman 
8), DJ/promoter, Urban Metropo- 
lis Entertainment “For the upcom- 
ing year, | resolve to bring bigger, 


better and higher-quality events to 
Edmonton, while continuing to raise 
the bar for parties and club nights.” 

Joel MacDonald (a.k.a. J-Soul), 
in-house producer for Hi-Calibre 
“| resolve to spend more money buy- 
ing ‘45 records instead of LPs. | also 
need to lose my potbelly. Resting my 
food on my stomach isn’t as impressive 
to ladies as | had once anticipated. 
Finally, I'd like to get more clients. | just 
got out of school and I'm itching for 
customers.” 

Vince Ngu (a.k.a. DJ Invince- 
able), owner of Cristal Lounge 
and Caliente Nightclub “| would like 
to focus more on local DJs and sound 
crews, rather then bringing in too 
many Djs from out of town. I'd like to 
only bring in the big sounds on long 
weekends, as | find that the local Djs 
know what the crowd likes and can 
play as well as the next guy from out of 
town. Edmonton has some really good 
DJs; we just have to let them shine.” 

Derek Retzloff (a.k.a. DXL), 
CJSR’s The Evil Petting Zoo “| plan to 
make Edmonton realize that we need 
an urban radio station. As well, contin- 
ue to stay involved with the best radio 
station in Edmonton, CJSR.” 

Ryan Cornelius (a.k.a. DJ Spin- 
cycle), Urban Substance Sound 
Crew “My resolution consists of three 
simple tasks. The first would be to hit 
the gym at least twice a week, because 
fat fingers can reduce crab speed on 
the decks. The second thing would be 
to sit in my room and listen to both 
sides of each record and count how 


many times record labels put two 
‘radio versions’ of the same song on 
both sides. Finally, | would try to make 
it out for more hip-hop events and 
support all the hip-hop heads, b-boys 
and DJs bringing it to Edmonton.” 

Justin Der (a.k.a. Dj Short- 
round), Flava Entertainment and 
Backroom Vodka Bar Saturdays 
“My resolution is to be able to com- 
pete with Dj Instigate in a race. I'd also 
like to make a revolutionary CD called 
The Jig Is Up. Instead of doing doubles 
on the CD, I’m going to do quadru- 
ples. Instead of scratching, I’m going 
to be ‘ratchin.” It'll be sick.” 

Maciek Rocki (a.k.a. DJ 
MuMps), CJSR-FM’s The Platform “| 
resolve to refrain from saying incrimi- 
nating things on air. I'd also like to pay 
off my Visa bills. Even though | pre- 
planned all my gifts and started early | 
still found myself charging around 300 
skrilla on my Visa and already have a 
Mastercard that I’m paying off some 
audio equipment off with—that’s 
another $300 a month. Being a student, 
| have a really hard time finding days of 
the week when | can work and | already 
got the UPS man after me to pay off 
some bills from some records | ordered. 
Finally, | need to come up with a new Dj 
name. Surfing the net one day, | looked 
up ‘Mumps’ and found out two things: 
one, that European techno Dj Umek is 
also known as ‘Mumps,’ and two, that 
mumps is a disgusting disease. | don’t 
even know why | took the name 
MuMps. | didn’t even come up with it— 
Arlo Maverick did.” © 


Continued from page 19 


more than a million downloads 
clipped through the service in the first 
month, well ahead of anyone's expec- 
tations. Apple expanded their scope, 
expanding the user base to Windows 
customers and making their iPod 
audio player the must-have object of 
desire for anyone with eats. Other 
companies have followed suit—Cana- 
da has Puretracks.com, while Napster 
has come back from the dead as 
a legal service. 

Murder was the case... 
so was molestation and 
assault 

The long arm of the law was 
busy in 2003 with three high- 
profile cases. First, legendary 
producer Phil Spector was 
charged with the shooting 
death of actress Lana Clarkson 
on his property. Second, pop 
Star Michael Jackson was 
charged with molesting a young 
boy who stayed at his Never- 
land ranch on several occa- 
sions. Third, White Stripes 
singer Jack White was charged with 
assaulting Von Bondies singer Jason 
Stollsteimer after a bloody punch up 
in a Detroit bar. Then there’s the list 
of hip-hop stars who traded their 
bling for cuffs—Nas, Juvenile, DJ 
Quik, Lil Kim, Trick Daddy, Prodigy, 
Noreaga... even Eminem's famous 
ex-wife Kim wound up under house 
arrest. Crime may not pay, but it cer- 
tainly keeps you in the press. 

The merging game 

As the major labels continue to 


bang their drums of doom-and-gloom 
and employees find themselves 
“downsized” and “restructured” right 
out the door, the real news was hap- 
pening behind closed doors, as deals 
were struck to combine assets. BMG 
and Sony Music will be dancing 
together very soon, while the former 
owner of Universal, Edgar Bronfman 
Jr, saw his offer to buy back the music 
assets of Vivendi Universal spurned. 
He then turned around and bought 
Warner Music, leaving prospective 


mate EMI out in the cold. And Uni- 
versal? It’s now part of American net- 
work NBC, which is owned in large 
part by General Electric. 

Canadian Idol-try? 

We finally got in the act. After 
watching the rest of the world get in 
on the hyperactive talent contest, 
CTV picked up the rights to Canadi- 
an Idol, which turned into a ratings 
bonanza for the network and made 
Ryan Malcolm into a household 
name. It was a contest of wholesome, 


if irksome, talent that was won by 
the very epitome of gosh-shucks 
earnest Canadiana, the tall and bald- 
ing Malcolm who somehow 
impressed the judges with a soul- 
mangling rendition of U2’s “One” in 
his audition and took it right to the 
end. The entire affair was also as dra- 
matic as an episode of Danger Bay, 
but it was politely caustic at points. 
Even if we had to endure the slick 
personage of Ben Mulroney. 
No Love lost 
To no one’s surprise, Court- 
ney Love finally boiled down 
into a chattering mess of 
humanity this year. The Widow 
Cobain’s comeback album, Amer- 
ica’s Sweetheart, was pushed back 
from release, she had a melt- 
down on an airline, overdosed 
on some drugs, broke into a 
friend’s house and lost custody 
of her child, Francis Bean. She's a 
wreck now, with some Cobain 
fans feeling that she’s had her 
comeuppance. Admit it—we 
knew this was going to happen. 
Johnny Cash 
The Man In Black came into 
2003 knowing his time on this earth 
was pretty much up. The spellbinding 
video for “Hurt” was a knowing eulo- 
gy, tragically accented by the death of 
his wife June Carter in May. He 
slipped from these earthly bonds in 
September. We also had a final 
farewell to Warren Zevon, who also 
managed to leave behind a swan song 
before cancer finally claimed him for 
the great hereafter. At least they both 
had a chance to be finally recognized 
as geniuses before it was too late. @ 
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Our collaborative, 
in-no-particular-order 
list of the year’s 

10 best records 


By VUE STAFF 


The Rapture Echoes 

(Output/Universal) 

Not since the advent of ecstasy in 
rave culture has a single force given 
pasty white guys the urge to dance. 
But listen to the propulsive low-end 
groove of “House of Jealous Lovers” 
or “I Need Your Love” and you'll 
wonder if The Rapture fell out of a 
New York disco time warp. With help 
from the producing team of Tim 


Goldsworthy and James Murphy 
(a.k.a. the DFA), The Rapture take you 
on a trip as they pay homage to new 
wave, synth pop and house music in 
one brilliant rampage. One moment 
they shuffle with unabashed romanti- 
cism on “Open Up Your Heart,” with 
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a pleading saxophone playing coun- 
terpoint to the heartbroken drums. 
Then it’s all menace and wonder with 
the title track before drifting out with 
“Love Is All” and the haunting “Infat- 
uation.” Don’t forget the killer four- 
on-the-floor stuff, either. It’s the kind 
of ramshackle elegance you could 
only find in the grimiest under- 
ground bar in town. The funk might 


be white, but the soul is very real. — 
Dave JOHNSTON 


Basement Jaxx Kish Kash 

(XL Recordings) 

In a year dominated by retro-rock hob. 
nobbing, Shady-approved hip-hop lite 
and post-Mouseketteer madness, the 
Jaxx were once again a refreshing blas; 
of cool air. Combining their trademark 
stomp with an “everything and the 
kitchen sink” approach, the London 
duo of Felix Buxton and Simon Rad- 
cliffe made an album equal parts dog's 
breakfast and gourmet cuisine but 
tasty nonetheless. In fact, Kish Kash is 
the kind of “dance music is dead— 
long live dance music” statement that 
just might drag electronic music out 
from underneath a million darkly-lit 
laptops and back out into the light of 
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WITH LAVALANCHE 


,y. While the duo’s previous two 


if | Ever Recover” and album closer 
Home” are two of the most emotion- 
jy complex and introspective pieces 
ey've ever done. —JerED STUFFCO 


ip-hop CDs come out every week— 
ell, daily. Usually, those discs can fall 
nto the category of “garden vari- 
ty”—generic and regula- 
ion releases that do little 
han mimic the previous 
ethods of other successful 
eleases, and people eat it 
p. It's satisfying, then, to jag 
ear an album that actually 
ffers something fresh—in 
he case of Outkast, it’s a 
wo-disc opus. There are 


yations of the egotistical 
emale bar star on “Roses,” | 
where he opts out of playing ° 
larger-than-life pimp who 
etters her in the end to 
ake on the role of a lowly 
ater. In contrast, Big Boi § 
lays the materialistic role, 
ike the stereotypical player 
n “Bowtie.” Therein is the 
eauty of Speakerboxxx/The 
ove Below. The ability Dre 
nd Big Boi have to switch 
personas on a dime, and 
ccurately represent oppos- 
ing points of view from 
ninute-to-minute, is spec- 
tacular, —SEAN AUSTIN JOYNER 


The Wednesday Night 
Heroes Superiority Com- 
lex (Longshot Music) 

The problem with most 
highly volatile acts like 
Edmonton’s Wednesday 
Night Heroes is that their 
energetic live show is nearly 
impossible to recreate on 
disc. With the Heroes, the 
problem becomes truly 
daunting. Literally hundreds 
iof screaming young punks 
show up at the gigs, bom- 
barding the stage with bod- 
ies, helping frontman 
Graeme MacKinnon belt out 
the band’s charged punk 
anthems. But with Superiority 
Complex, the Heroes and 
tecording whiz kid Nik 
Kozub succeed where so 
Many others have failed. 
With the perfect balance 
between nostalgia and fresh- 
hess, songs like “Music for 
the People” and “No Room Left For 
You” speak to anyone who feels alien- 
ated by the mainstream. While the 
Good Charlottes and Simple Plans of 
the world greedily lead the MuchMu- 
Sic generation down the road to cor- 
porate banality, the Heroes stick a 
much-needed lance in the festering 
wound. —PHit DuPERRON 


The Mars Volta De-Loused in the * 


the late ‘90s, so there was no reason that 


2 
ua 


the Mars Volta, founded by At the 
Drive-In’s Omar Rodriguez-Lopez and 
Cedric Bixler Zavala, would be anything 
but a driving punk record. But with the 
addition of musicians such as Flea on 
bass and Jon Theodore (who has 
drummed for Chicago indie-rockers- 
turned-jazzmeisters HiM), the Mars 
Volta became a supergroup that 
embraced the world of prog, not punk. 
Rodriguez-Lopez and Zavala dreamed up 
a concept album, with the central char- 
acter falling into a drug-induced coma. 


indie act—recording a follow-up that 
beats the hype. When the west coast 
supergroup released Mass Romantic in 
2000, they delighted the college radio 
set first, then found out that a lot of 
people loved “Letter To An Occu- 


+ pant”—quite possibly one of the best 


should-have-been-a-huge-hit Canadi 
an songs ever committed to tape. Elec- 
tric Version is a much more kinetic 
affair. Country chanteuse Neko Case 
once again finds her rock voice, while 
Carl Newman and the rest of the band 


Suporicritly Conpiax 
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His dreams ask him to choose between 
life and death, and the band comes with 
opus after opus that owes a lot more to 
Rush classics, 2112 and Hemispheres than 
to anything in modern music. But the 
record wasn’t too obtuse to connect 
with old At the Drive-In fans-and it may 
be a sign that 2003 was the year when 
SoCal punk finally began its death 
march. —STEVEN SANDOR 


The New Pornographers 

Electric Version (Mint) 

It’s an album that accomplishes the 
impossible act for any hotly-touted 


wrench up their amplifiers 
and let it go, screeching like 
tires on pavement in the 
middle of the night. Like 
the title track says, “the 
sound of tires is the sound 
of God.” And this is blissful 
noise, a collection of more 
should-be-huge hits like 
“From Blown Speakers” and 
“The End Of Medicine” that 
beat the living crap out of 
any guitar pap out there. — 
Dave JOHNSTON 


Joel Plaskett Truthfully 
Truthfully (MapleMusic) 
When Joel Plaskett released 
his first solo record, 1999's In 
Need of Medical Attention, the 
former Thrush Hermit front- 
man announced his pres- 
ence on the Canadian indie 
rock scene with an innova- 
tive concept album dedicat- 
ed to his late grandfather, a 
| doctor. His second solo 
release, 2001's Down at the 
Khyber, was just what the 
doctor ordered: an up-tempo 
rocker full of songs that felt 

intimate and grandiose at 
} the same time. This past 
October he completed the 
trilogy with Truthfully Truth- 
fully, a lean yet lofty effort 
from his tight three-piece 
band the Emergency—and I 
can’t wait to hear what the 
Haligonian does next. Of 
course, it’s not just that he 
did this that has me smiling 
whenever I listen to Truthful- 
ly Truthfully—it’s the songs 
themselves. Plaskett’s blend 
of smart, audible lyrics with 
clever musical referencing 
and spine-tingling guitar 
’ hooks, not to mention the 
craftsmanship of drummer 
Dave Marsh and bassist Tim 
Brennan, make him almost 
the prototypical Canadian 
rock star. Whether he’s 
singing about staying 
behind while other Mar- 
itimers go down the road, or 
the redemptive power of music, or 
inciting audiences to raise their beers 
in the air without knowing why, Plas- 
kett pulls you into his circle. This is a 
guy who hates modem-day disposabil- 
ity, so he wouldn't dare make a forget- 
table album. —Dan RUBINSTEIN 


The Super Friendz Love Energy 
(Outside Music) 

I’m wary when a band reunites after 
six years to record a new album. But 
after a now-legendary reunion show 


SEE PAGE 26 


cl Ci 


www. Rew Fite cinema ee 
IDOosSi Jasper Avenue 
call “429-2582 For info 


Wed..Der/ 31 


New City Years Eve! 


come Early or you won't get in. 
FRI. JAN. 9 


CASH VS. CLASH 


A Benefit for the Crass Cancer Insti 
celebrating the lives & songs o 
Johnny Cash & The Clash 


Featuring performances by: 


-Wednesday Night Heroes 
-Blackh Marftet Inc. 


-Shawn Jonasson 
of Old Reliable /Swiftees 


-7 And 7 Is 
-Walker & Oswald 


{members of Kasuals]) 


The Rockin’ Mexicans 


Proceeds to the Edmonton Cross Cancer Institute 


Fri Jan 16 
MapleMusic/Universal Recording Artist 


Kinnie Starr 
With Nettwerk Recording Artist 
Adrienne Pierce & guests 


Fri. Jan. Z3rd 
Champion, Alberta 


(Formerly Tom Cruise Missile} 


Reverie Sound Revue 
(Calgary) 


All Purpose Voltage Heroes 


Wed. Jan. Z8th 
lragi Adopt A Town Benefit show 
Ghosts of Modern Man (Regina) 
10 Second Epic 
& guest 
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10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


ist= 


records@eds 


Thank you for your 
patronage in 2003. 


See you in the new year. 


holiday hours 


wed dec 31 | 11-5 
thurs jan 1 | closed 


top 5 sellers 


01. chutes too narrow the shins 

02. transatlanticism death cab for cutie 
03. autonomy offon the floor 

04. who will cut our hair... the unicorns 
05. winter hymn... do make say think 


Ge) Smooth Grooves. 


Delicious Beats. 


Thursday residents Nestor 
Delano, Trioswitch and 

guests grace the decks spinning 
a groove wonderland of sexy, 
soulful house beats. 


In the mix every Thursday: 
$3 Smirnoff Red Bulls 


to keep you pumpin’ all night long. 


Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 
e-mail them to 
listings@vue.ab.ca 
Deadline Is Friday at 
3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Soul Food 2 Go (funk); 
no cover 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) Robin Kelly and 
Martin Andrews (Elvis 
and Rod Stewart tribute) 


DUSTER’S PUB Every 
Thu: Jam 

RYTHYM AND BREWS 
Every Thu: Open 
stage/jam with the River 
City Rhythm Kings; 
8:30-midnight 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 


(DOWNTOWN) jimmy 


Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blaze 


DUS 


THE ROOST Rotating 
shows: Ladonna’s 


~ Review, Sticky’s open 


stage and the Weakest 
Link game with Dj Jazzy 
second and last 
Thursday; $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member) 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Upper Room: 
New Year's Party with 
Robin of the Notes 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Soul Food 2 Go (funk); 
$3 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Colleen Rae and 
Cornerstone 
(country/rock) PIANO 
BAR: Every Fri: Jo Ann 
Paul; 5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) Robin Kelly and 
Martin Andrews (Elvis 
and Rod Stewart tribute) 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Kelly 
Alanna 


LONGRIDERS Delirium; 
$4 (after 9pm) 


LA P’TITE SCENE Every 
Fri: open stage; 8pm- 
3am 

RATTLESNAKE 


SALOON Ronnie Kerr 
Band 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim 


Becker 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Jimmy 
Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blaze 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Boom Boom 
Kings 

SIDETRACK CAFE Bob 
Log III, Whitey Houston, 
The James T. Kirks 
URBAN LOUNGE 
Morning Wood; $5 
ZENARI’S ON 1ST 
Charlie Austin 


Dus 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40/dance 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Big Mouth 
Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: 


| retro dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Dj 
Arrowchaser 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Urban with Invinceable, 
Q.B. and guests 


COWBOYS Ladies 
Night: top 40 
CRISTAL LOUNGE 
Affaire Illicite: industrial 
noise, neoclassical with 
Verlaag and Xerxes 


DECADANCE NIGHT- 
CLUB Higher Education: 
house/trance with Djs 
Big Daddy, Trapz and 
guests 


DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and 


| guests 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Shake Yo’ Ass: with D] 
Serial K 


GAS PUMP Every Fri: 
Top 40/dance with Dj 
“Christian 


HALO Camaro retro 
with DJ Davey James 


THE JOINT Fresh 
Fridays: Urban by Urban 
Metropolis Sound Crew 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
R&B Fridays: hip 
hop/R&B with DJ Mad 
Noise 


"| RATTLESNAKE 


SALOON Every Fri: Dj 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Euro Blitz: best new 
European music with D] 
Outtawak, Dj Jazzy and 
male stripper; 
Downstairs: female 
stripper; $4 (mem- 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 
ROXY ON WHYTE 
Babylon Fridays: 
retro/R&B/dance with D} 
Extreme 

SAVOY Eclectronica 
with Djs Bryana, Chris 
THE STANDARD Triple 
X Fridays: Top 40/dance 
STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Live band event with 


Brian 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
Alternative, house, hip 
hop, top 40 with DJ 


| Rage and D} Weezle; 


9pm 

TWILIGHT AFTER- 
HOURS 
House/trance/techno 
with Crunchee, Lego, 
Sam | Am, Optimus 
Prime 

Y AFTERHOURS 
House/trance with 
Tripswitch, Sureshock, 
MC Flopro, LP, Juicy, 
Derkin, Old Bitch 


YOUR APARTMENT 
House with D] Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
Le) 


A STARS Upper Room: 
The Populars, The Blame 
Its, Rally Cap 


BLACK DOG 


| FREEHOUSE Hair of the 


Dog; 3pm 

BLUES ON WHYTE 
Soul Food 2 Go (funk); 
$3 


BONNIE DOON HALL 
Kevin Cook (CD release 
concert); presented by 
the Bonnie Doon Folk 
Club; 8pm; $10; tickets 
available at TIX on the 
Square 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Colleen Rae and 
Cornerstone 
(country/rock) PIANO 
BAR: Every Sat: Jo Ann 


| Paul; 5:30pm-8pm 


CASINO 
(VYELLOWHEAD) Robin 
Kelly and Martin 
Andrews (Elvis and Rod 
Stewart tribute) 


DRUID Every Sat: 
Harpdog Brown; 3-7pm 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) Kelly 
Alanna 


LONGRIDERS Delirium; 
$4 (after 9pm) 


O’BYRNE’S Every Sat: 
Chris Wynters and Scott 
Peters; 3-6pm 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON Ronnie Kerr 
Band 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Jimmy 
Whiffen 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blaze 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WHYTE) Boom Boom 
Kings 

SIDETRACK CAFE 
Sheena Misenas, Root 
Stew, Colleen Brown 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Morning Wood; $5 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40, dance 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Flava: hip hop with 
Shortround and Echo 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Big Mouth 
Entertainment 


| BLACK DOG FREE- 


HOUSE Brendan’s 
Sausage Party: obscure 
indie rock with Dj 
Ballhog 

BOOTS Flashback 
Saturdays: retro dance, 
house with Derrick 
BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 


Animal: dance with Dj 
Arrowchaser 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 
Urban with Invinceable 
Bomb Squad and guests 


DONNA Deep lounge 
house with Sam Pillar, 
Bryan Beca and guests 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Shake Yo’ Ass: with DJ 


| D-Lusion 


GAS PUMP Every Sat: 
Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO House with Junior 
Brown, Remo 


THE JOINT Get a 
Nightlife: Top 
40/dance/urban 
MANHATTAN CLUB 
Sinful Saturdays: top 
40/dance 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Saturdays S.U.C.K.: 
punk/alt/pop/dance 
with Blue Jay and 
Nikrofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON Every Sat: Dj 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties 
with DJ Jazzy; New 
music with DJ Dan and 
Mike; Downstairs: Retro 


music; $4 (member)/$6 


(non-member) 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
Session Saturday: 
dance/R&B, hip hop 
with D] Extreme 


RUBY SKYE BAR 
LOUNGE Nite at the 
Skye: R&B/hip hop with 
People’s Dj 


SAVOY Deep house 
with Winston Roberts 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Live band event with 
Brian 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 
40 with DJ Clay 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
Soul Saturdays: Urban 
with Urban Metropolis 
Sound Crew 


TWILIGHT AFTER- 
HOURS House/trance 
with Jeff Hillis, DJ Trav, 
Crunchee, Dj Danae and 
guests; 18+; 2am-10am 


_Y AFTERHOURS Charlie 


Mayhem, Donovan, 


| Juicy, Anthony Donohye 
Saint Luke - 


YOUR APARTMENT 
Nordic Foundations: pj 
Dennis Zaz and 
Rackman Powers 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Every Sun (9p; 
midnight) Reclaim; no 
cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Michael Edwards Band 
(funky blues, R&B); nc 
cover 


FATBOYZ Every Sun (7. 
11pm): Open jam with 
Imaginary Friend (blues, 
roots) 


O’BYRNE’S Every Sun 
Joe Bird's Irie jam; 
9:30pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE Life 
with a Woodpecker, Dj 
Dudeman 


CLASSICAL 


SELECT Every Sun: 
Thomas Mead (lute); 
5:30-9pm 


DUS 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Ladies Night: urban with 
D} Invinceable 


DECADANCE NIGHT- 
CLUB Worship Sundays 
House/trance with Big 
Daddy, Trapz, MD 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
Industry Sundays: top 
40, dance/R&B 


NEW CITY LIKWID 

LOUNGE Atmosphere 
funk, rare groove, hip 
hop with Dj Cool Curt 


THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show 
Beer Bashi every long 
weekend with D} Jazzy; 
$2 


SAVOY French Pop: 
mixed with Deja D] 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Rusty Reed; no cover 
GRINDER Every Mon: 
Open stage/acoustic ja” 
hosted by the Bartman; 
8pm 

L.B.’S Every Mon: ope 
stage with Randy 
Martin; 9pm-2am 
O’BYRNE’S Industry 
New Year's Party 
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age with Chris aes | 


itudent/senior)/$20 

family; tickets available 
TIX on the Square, | 
pt at the library 


LLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
faraoke and DJ Tues 

ith Run Riot 

‘ofessional Music 


RLOCK HOLMES 
oWNTOWN) Tim 


USE Indie rock with 
ny and the Jets | 


|; no cover 
UID Every Tue: open 


DUS 


VENUE GUIDE 


A STARS Upper Fl, 
10545-82 Ave, 439- 
1422 


THE ARMOURY 
10310-85 Ave, 702- 
1800 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324-82 Ave, 
upstairs, 436-4418 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Road, 484- 

7751 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
439-1082 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
10329-82 Ave, 439- 
5058 

BONNIE DOON HALL 
9240-93 St, 420-1757 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
423-5014 


BUDDY’S NIGHT- 
CLUB 11725B Jasper 
Ave, 488-6636 


BUD’S (ST. ALBERT) 
Grandin Mall, St. 
Albert, 458-3826 


| CALIENTE NIGHT- 


CLUB 10815 Jasper 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dance- 
hall with Bomb Squad, 
Dj Invinceable, Q.B. 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj 
“Name a Tune” Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Twisted Trivia: with DJ 
Whit-Ford 


GAS PUMP Every Tue: 
Karaoke contest with D} 
Gord 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: 
industrial/EBM/electro/g 
oth with Nik Rofeelya 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON Every Tue: Dj 
Butter, two-step lessons 
with Leon 


THE ROOST Hot Butt 

Contest: with D} Janny; 
8-midnight; $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member) 
SEEDY’S Electro-trash: 
electro/punk funk with 
DJ Miss Mannered 


URBAN LOUNGE D) 
Gilligan’s Rockin’ 
Holiday Party; no cover 


LIVE MUSIC 


A STARS Main Room: 
Tuffhouse; Reno and Mr. 
10! 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Every Wed: open 
mic hosted by Dan 
Holden; 8:30pm 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Rusty Reed; no cover 
O’BYRNE’S Every Wed: 


Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Every Wed: Northern 
Bluegrass Circle Music 


Ave, 425-0850 


CASINO (EDMON- 
TON) 7055 Argyll Rd, 
463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOW- 
HEAD) 12464-153 St, 
» 463-9467 


COWBOYS 10102-180 
St, 481-8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 
10336 Jasper Ave, 426- 
7521 


DECADANCE NIGHT- 
CLUB 10018-105 St, 
upstairs), 990-1792 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 
429-3338 


DRUID 11606 Jasper 
Ave, 454-9928 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402- 
118 Ave, 474-5554 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 
St, 437-3633 


FILTHY McNASTY’S 
PUB 10511-82 Ave, 
432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS 
RESTAURANT 
(EDMONTON) 
Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave, Entrance, 426- 


= 2 
; 


It’s time to clap those titties. So'commands Tuscon’s Bob Log Ill, who 


brings his space-age freak blues ro 


ck to the Sidetrack Cafe 


The helmeted 


author of such anthems as “Boob Scotch” and “Drunk Str 


has a monkey paw instead of a human hand, w 


hich lets him whi 


riffs with inhuman ease. Along for the ride are Whitey Houston, The James 


T. Kirks and The Demon Claws from Montrea 


Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 

ROSSDALE 
COMMUNITY HALL 
Every Wed: Little Flower 
open stage hosted by 
Brian Gregg; 8pm 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Richard Blaze 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Magna Kum Loud; $5 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra with Mario 
Bernardi (conductor) 
and organist Christopher 
Herrick (CD release 


4767 


GAS PUMP 10166- 
114 St, 488-4841 


GRINDER 10957-124 
St, 453-1709 


HALO 10538 Jasper 
Ave, 423-HALO 


HIGHRUN 4926-98 
Ave, 440-2233 


HUDSONS TAPHOUSE 
6107-104 St, 701-0190 


J.J.’S 13160-118 Ave, 
489-7462 


THE JOINT WEM, 486- 
3013 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
9221-34 Ave, 433- 
2599 


L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, 
St. Albert, 460-9100 


LONGRIDERS 11733- 
78 St, 479-7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
10345-105 St, 423- 
7884 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 jasper 
Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, 
downstairs, 413-4578 


O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 
Ave, 414-6766 


party); 8pm; tickets start 
at $20 (student/senior 
discounts available, $15 
student rush seating 
available from the box 
office one hour prior to 
concert time 


DUS 


SSS SSE 
BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/break 
s with Tripswitch and 
guests 


BLACK DOG FREE- 
HOUSE Glitter Gulch: 
country, roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Top 40 with Dj Stephan 
FILTHY McNASTY’S 
Mix Tape Bar Star 
College Nite: with D] 
Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


OVERTIME 10204-111 
St, 423-1643 


PLEASANTVIEW 
HALL 10860-57 Ave, 
434-5997 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON 9261-34 Ave, 
438-8878 * 


RED’S WEM Phase Ill, 
481-6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108- 
149 St, 444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345- 
104 St, 426-3150 


ROSSDALE HALL 
10135-96 Ave, 429- 
3624 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
10544-82 Ave, 439- 
7699 


RUBY SKYE BAR 
LOUNGE WEM, 
Bourbon St, 489-6789 


RUM JUNGLE WEM, 
Phase Ill, 486-9494 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 
St, 421-0992 

SELECT 10018-106 St, 
428-1629 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
PUB Capilano Mall, 


|. Tickets are $10 at the door. 


GAS PUMP Every Wed: 
Karaoke contest with Dj 
Gord 


RATTLESNAKE 
SALOON Every Wed: D] 
Butter 


THE ROOST Amateur 
Strip: Weena Luv, Sticky 


| Vicky with Dj Alvaro; $1 


(member)/$4 (non- 
member) 


SEEDY’S Rockabilly 
Wednesdays; Hotrod 
Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Appreciation 
Wednesdays: Hip hop, 
R&B, reggae, Soul with 
Reno and Mr. ‘O’ 


YOUR APARTMENT 
Big Rock Indie Rock 
Night: indie rock with DJ 
Shouldbeinaband 


1136, 5004-98 Ave, 
463-7788 @ Rice 
Howard Way, 426- 
7784 © 10341-82 Ave, 
433-9676 © Bourbon St 
(WE), 444-1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
10333-112 St, 421- 
1326 


THE STANDARD 
6107-104 St, 438-2582 


STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY THEATRE 7 
Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq, 420-1757 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 
Main Fl, 10551-82 Ave, 
432-7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
11012 Jasper Ave, 420- 
0448 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
9920-62 Ave, 408- 
2877 


TWILIGHT AFTER- 
HOURS 10018-105 St 
(downstairs), 990-1792 


URBAN LOUNGE 
8111-105 St, 439-3388 


Y AFTERHOURS 
10028-102 St, 
www.yafterhours.com 


YOUR APARTMENT 
8120-101 St, 433-3337 


CAPILANO 


NEW VERS. TIM BECUER 
JAN 1-2. TM SLR 
JAN 9-10. TONY POIRIER 


WEST MALL 


NCW VEARS. RICHARD BLAZE 
JON 1-2: RICHARD BLA 
JON C-10. RICHARD BLAZE 


® 


Pubs 
www.thesherlockholmes.com 


WHYTE AVE 


NEW ULARS. 
JON 2- 


DUEL ROB 


2. BOOM 200M 


JAN 9-10. DUEL ROBISON 


DOWNTOWN 


NEW ULAR a WHILELN 


JAN 1-2.) 
JAN C10 


fs 
vn 
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yas 
at 
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rr 
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“WEEK ENDING DEC "2. 2003 


1. Little Feat — Kickin’ At The Barn (hot tomato) 
2. Steve Pineo — Around The Hom (stamp) 
3. Blackie & The Rodeo Kings — Bark (true north) 
4. Joe Strummer & The Mescaleros — Streetcore (helicat) 
5. The Floor — Autonomy Off/On (the floor) 
6. Various — Alive From The Barn Vol.1 (ckua) 
7. Just Because Pm A Women — Songs Of Dolly Parton (sugar hill) 
8. Blink 182 — Blink 182 (geffen) 
9. Lhasa — The Living Road (select) 
10. Outkast —- Speakerbox/The Love Below (arista) 
11. Corb Lund Band — Modem Pain (corb lund) 
12. The Faunts — High Expectations/Low Results (faunts) 
13. Story Of The Year — Page Avenue(maverick) 
14. Johnny Cash -— The Man Comes Around (american) 
15. The Dixie Hummingbirds — Diamond Jubilation (rounder) 
16. The Shins — Chutes Too Narrow (sub pop) 
17. Beautiful — A Tribute To Gordon Lightfoot (northem blues) 
18. Sarah McLachlan — Afterglow (nettwerk) 
19. Mark Lanegan — Here Comes That Weird Chill (beggars) 
20. The Unicoms — Who Will Cut Our Hair When 
We’re Gone? (alien8) 
21. Emmylou Harris — Stumble Into Grace (nonesuch) 
22. The Rapture — Echoes (vertigo) 
23. Most Precious Blood — Our Lady Of Annihilation (trustkill) 
24. The Cooper Temple Clause — Kick Up The Fire... (moming) 
25. The Ramblin’ Ambassadors — Avanti (mint) 
26. The Distllers — Coral Fang (helicat) 
27. Paul Westerberg — Come Feel Me Tremble (vagrant) 
28. Iron & Wine — The Sea & The Rhythm (Sub pop) 
29. Guided By Voices - Human Amusements At 
Hourly Rates (matador) 
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any white ticket price!” 
*EXCLUDING 


EP's, CB SINGLES, and CONSIGNMENT 


10355 Whyte Avé-Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


WUEWEEKLY @ 


Albums of the year 


Continued from page 23 


at Halifax’s Khyber club in December 
2002, The Super Friendz—Sloan’s rival 
for best indie rock band in the heady 
east coast music explosion of the 
1990s—had two new songs, a resur- 
rected fan base and a buzz they could- 
n’t bear to lose. So they went into the 
studio for two months and came out 
with Love Energy, the first full length 
recording since their 1997 sophomore 
release Slide Show. The result was the 
perfect mix of the old alt-pop Friendz 
sound with fresh new vibes thrown 
in, an eclectic mix which stomps 
through The Ramones, the Beatles, 
the Strokes, Matthew Sweet, the 
Lemonheads and even Brit-pop mas- 
ters Pulp. From junk shop power rock 
tracks like “Let you Go Cold” and CD 
opener “Good to Feel Like” to the 
cheeky “Girls and their Boys” and my 
favourite, the David Bowie-esque “Lit- 
tle Things,” the package dispels all 
wariness. Aptly named, this CD brims 
with both love and energy, welcome 


things in the midst of an Edmonton 
winter. —LisA GREGOIRE 


Big Sandy and his Fly-Rite Boys, 
It’s Time! (Yep Roc) 

Since their inception during the Ameri- 
can roots revival of the late ‘80s, Big 
Sandy and his Fly Rite Boys have 
released 11 records and It’s Time! could 
arguably be their best yet. But beyond 
the stupendous musicianship served up 
by this five-piece SoCal phenomena are 
the songs—finely crafted tunes about 
lost ramblers and unlucky lovers, tug- 
ging the heart and stirring the soul 
with Robert Williams’ suave and sooth- 
ing voice. From the contagious “Chalk 
It Up To The Blues” to the sweet 
“Bayou Blues” to the dusty romance of 
“The Night Is For Dreamers, ” It’s Time 
will pick you up when you're down or 
get ya ready to rip up the day. It’s the 
most exciting 43 minutes and 22 sec- 
onds of the year. JENNY FENiAk 


Geoff Berner We Shall Not Flag 
or Fail, We Shall Go On to the 
End (Black Hen Music) 

Geoff Berner is one of those artists who 


sadly still enjoys a wider reputation 
among his musical peers than he does 
with Canadian audiences. Mention 
“Light Enough to Travel,” a song that 
helped launch the Be Good Tanyas’ 
career, and plenty of folks will nod, not 
knowing it’s a Berner song. Up until a 
year ago, I'd never heard of him either 
A CBC Radio interview lead to a story| 
in Vue and then a Saturday afternoon 
show at the Black Dog. The diminutive, 
shaved-head accordion maestro took to 
the stage and announced to a chatty 
crowd that he was going to drink 
whiskey throughout the show and get 
progressively drunk, the effects of 
which would be recorded by a friend 
with a video camera. People started to 
listen. So did I. A fan was born. One 
part minstrel, one part poet soldier and 
one part cheeky bugger, Berner man 
aged to lift himself out of obscurity 
with haunting, witty songs that sway 
between klezmer, pop and folk. Songs 
like “Clown and Bard,” “Maginot Line” 
and “We All Gotta Be a Prostitute 
Sometimes” stick to your ribs for 
months. Go prospecting. Berner is a 
buried treasure. —Lisa GREGOIRE 
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Classical 
notes 


By ALLISON KYDD 


Better, sweet symphony 


This is the time of year we look back 
12 months and risk making some com- 
parisons—very difficult for me, with 
Edmonton’s classical calendar so 
packed and the performances them- 
selves so varied. Though | did come up 
with a list (see page 20), | want to 
mention some items | didn’t include. 
The Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
didn’t make my list of 10 best experiences 
because no one performance stood out 
from the others. However, | would give 
the orchestra, and the string section in 
particular, my “most improved” award. 
After the previous year’s upheavals, in 
2003 the ensemble was better than ever. 
The players worked with a new conduc- 
tor practically every week and had a sea- 
son with a different concertmaster, 
Calgary's John Lowry. Now Martin Riseley 
is back and the strings are not just back 
in the groove—they’ve grown. 
One of this year’s finest soloists was 


violinist Ivan Zenaty, here for the Cana- 
dian Chamber Orchestra. Talk about a 
class act! The October 18 concert was 
late starting, but he strode on stage and 
immediately romanced the audience 
with an unaccompanied Bach cha- 
conne, almost making up for the loss of 
the promised Rossini sonata. Zenaty’s 
virtuosity, elegance and poise and mae- 
stro Grzegorz Nowak’s continuing 
charisma did not, however, disguise the 
orchestra’s apparent lack of rehearsal, 
and the evening was a disappointment. 
On December 21, in spite of change of 
date, earlier time slot and poor atten- 
dance, the orchestra gave a polished 
performance. This bodes well for its 
future, which seemed iffy in October. 
Another remarkable violin soloist was 
Alissa Cheung, who played Vaughan 
Williams’ Lark Ascending with the Edmon- 
ton Youth Orchestra on November 30. 
The music itself is breathtaking, and Che- 
ung did it justice. She is also first violin for 
the senior orchestra, and | chose the 
whole rather than the part for recognition. 
Concert pianist Marc-Andre 
Hamelin, the ESO Master's Series and 
Edmonton Opera’s artistic director, 
Brian Deedrick, also gave brilliant per- 
formances, in non-traditional roles. On 
October 4, Hamelin went casual and 
confidential when he spoke to Universi- 
ty of Alberta students, faculty and oth- 
ers about the life of a performer. He 
admitted experiencing a pianist’s worse 
nightmare: losing his way during a per- 
formance. Analyzing the music helps 


prevent this, he said. “If you know 
everything that’s going on, you have a 
better chance of remembering.” 

On November 29, the opening 
night of Edmonton Opera’s Turandot, 
director Brian Deedrick was not giving 
last minute pointers to the cast—obvi- 
ously he had confidence in them—or 
waiting back stage for his curtain call 
at the end of the performance. Instead, 
he mingled with the audience before 
the show and during intermission. 
Gone is the mystique of the haughty 
impresario. And good riddance! 

On November 8, pianist Roger Admi- 
ral gave a brilliant performance of new 
music by composers such as Bruce Mather 
and Howard Bashaw. The varied program 
elicited a wide spectrum of responses, 
both intellectual and emotional, and my 
heart was pounding as | left the building. | 
knew it was good for me, but | can’t yet 
say | enjoyed the experience 

Finally, composer and pianist Joseph 
Lai deserves an award for best promo- 
tion. Lai, who calls himself a “free radi- 
cal,” is always on the lookout for possible 
collaborations, whether with Beth Ray- 
croft of Wind, Women and Song or with 
award-winning poet Ted Blodgett. In 
fact, he often finds himself instigator, 
promoter and fundraiser for his produc- 
tions. “The attitude of a lot of [classical] 
musicians,” he says, is that “music should 
speak for itself and one shouldn't overtly 
publicize. Yet look at the rock musicians... 
and Beethoven [handed] out fliers on the 
street comer.” @ 


By JENNY FENIAK 


Riverdale dance 


Looking back at the past year, few big 
waves washed up on the world’s acoustic 
shores. But one of the biggest splashes 
made in 2003 happened right here in 
Edmonton at Riverdale Recorders. The 
local recording studio—and the man at 
the helm, Scott Franchuk—has been 
around for the last seven years, starting 
off in a little house in the river valley. Two 
years ago, Franchuk moved the studio 
into a space of its own and local musi- 
cians from every genre started dropping 
in to lay down licks. 

But the momentum that sent 
Franchuk flying through 2003 actually 
started in the spring of 2002. Not only 
did he leave his sound engineer job at 
CKUA, he also moved the studio once 
again to a new location on 96 Street, 
which was free from outside distractions 
and could accommodate the mass of 
musicians welling up on his doorstep. 

“I've done as much work in a year 
and a half as | did in the previous six 
years because it’s all I've been doing,” 
Says Franchuk. “It’s really accelerated. In 
the past, it was always, like, an album 
would come out, it would get on the 
radio and it would get press. But now | 
notice that every month | have more 
albums coming out, so that means even 
though a band might only last on the 
charts ‘on CJSR for a couple of months, | 


have another band already there.” 

The groups seeking out Franchuk’s 
expertise happen to be some of the finest 
musicians around town, and there’s a 
good reason for the attraction. Riverdale 
Recorders is a strictly analog studio and 
the only one in the city that’s sprung up 
in the last 10 years. The only work done 
there, regardless of whether it’s a 
singer/songwriter or a punk rock band, is 
recorded on reel-to-reel analog tape as 
opposed to digital technology, which 
relies on computer magic and can be 
done by just about anyone using the 
right software. Some artists prefer 
recording on analog tape because of the 
warmth preserved in the sound and oth- 
ers simply out of respect for the process. 

“In analog, you have to start at the 
beginning of the song and go to the end, 
so | think that’s good for musicians,” 
Franchuk says about his medium of 
choice. “You kind of get cornered by ana- 
log. Like, you have to play it right and 
there’s no real option—you can’t cheat!” 

But above and beyond all these rea- 
sons, it’s Franchuk himself who is sought 
out by so many. “He’s a good guy to 
have, a good guy to work with cause he’s 
got a definite handle on all that stuff and 
he has a real interest in how things 
work—he’s got everything covered,” says 
Darrek Anderson, who made his album, 
The Old Routine, at Riverdale last year. 


“My steel guitar, something busted 
underneath, one of the pedals wasn’t 
working, and Frannie had that all figured 
out within a few minutes and he kind of 
laid underneath the steel and held a cer- 
tain piece together while | played it so 
that we could hit the note properly.” 

John Gorham also recorded his John 
Henry album, Charmin’ Billy, at Riverdale. 
“There’s a lot happening in there right 
now, there’s a whole bunch of people 
playing and working on albums,” says 
Gorham. “So I've ended up doing a little 
extra work on a couple of people’s 
albums just because | was in there and a 
couple of people have jumped in and 
helped me because they were around. 
[Franchuk] has got really good ears. | 
have to say he’s as much a part of the 
production on [Charmin’ Billy] as the 
band, you know. He's not pushy with his 
ideas, but he comes up with lots of 
thoughts. He’s got good instincts.” 

The procession of good albums 
from Riverdale will continue in 2004. 
Shuyler Jansen from the city’s well-loved 
country group Old Reliable has been 
recording his solo work on Franchuk’s 
old Casio synthesizers. The rest of the 
band’s tracks were laid down in the stu- 
dio and work is nearly finished, so expect 
“The Hobotron” to also appear on 
upcoming records from the George 
Bushes and the AA Sound System. @ 


Riverdale Recorders’ 2003 record releases 


Dig To China—Dustin Cole 
Ashes—jen Kraatz — 

_ The Swiftys—The Swiftys 
Up All Night—Down To The Wood 
Hearts Hotel—Andrea House 


: The Old Routine—Darrek Anderson and the Guaranteed 
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“Hooray for Might 


Claire Denis’s Friday 
Night went straight 
to video, but it’s the 
best film of 2003 


“By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


mentaries, the conventional wisdom 

goes, and indeed, three of the films 
on my list of what I thought were the 
10 best films of 2003—Capturing the 
Friedmans, Spellbound and Bus 174— 
were titles that pundits have been 
pointing to as evidence that docu- 
mentaries no longer bear quite as 


[ was a breakthrough year for docu- 


much of a stigma at the box office as 
they used to. But the real documen- 
tary “breakthrough” of 2003, I think, 
is that so many filmmakers have been 
finding fresh, innovative ways of 
blending real life and fiction (as in 24 
Hour Party People and American Splen- 
dor, both of which featured actors 


_IBEST OF 2003 


mingling with their real-life counter- 
parts) or, as in the case of Friday Night 
and All the Real Girls, abandoning the 
script and simply sitting back and 
watching their actors interact with 
each other in ways so natural and un- 
self-conscious that it feels we’re 
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watching a documentary about two 
people falling in love. 

Here’s my list of the best films I 
saw in 2003. 


1. Friday Night 

A woman allows a stranger to 
climb into her car during a traffic 
jam; by the end of the night, they're 
making love in an empty Paris hotel. 
Director Claire Denis creates a mood 
of such hushed anticipation in this 
film (and does so using the simplest 
of effects) that I could barely breathe 
until it was over. Friday Night never 
landed a Canadian distributor and 
so never played theatrically in 
Edmonton, but it became available 
on video in December and it’s worth 
hunting out. 

2. Capturing the Friedmans 

Director Andrew Jarecki started 
out to make a documentary about the 
most in-demand birthday-party clown 
in New York City—and stumbled onto 
a tale that would qualify as one of the 
greatest family dramas ever made if it 
weren’t a true story. This brilliantly 
structured film suggests not only that 
truth may be ultimately unknowable, 
but that your own family members 
may be unknowable too, and it makes 
you wonder which notion is scarier. 

3. Spellbound 

Director Jeff Blitz’s thoroughly 
captivating documentary profiles 
eight kids competing in the 1999 U.S. 
National Spelling Bee—and it’s impos- 
sible not to be moved by the sight of 
these kids dedicating themselves to a 
task as impossible as trying to memo- 
rize the entire dictionary, and doing 
so with such pride, humour and 
(except for a hilariously hyperactive 
nutball named Harry) genuine grace. 

4. All the Real Girls 

David Gordon Green’s follow-up 
to George Washington has a bigger 
budget, a couple of recognizable 
stars in the cast (Zooey Deschanel 
and Patricia Clarkson, both excel- 
lent) and does an even more stun- 
ning job of photographing the 
North Carolina landscape, but this 
heartbreaking evocation of the joy 
and pain of young romance is just as 
fresh, empathetic and casually beau- 
tiful as its predecessor. Hopefully 
Green can preserve that balance 
with his next film: A Confederacy of 
Dunces, starring Will Ferrell. 

5. 24 Hour Party People 

Michael Winterbottom’s uproari- 
ous, cheekily unreliable biography of 
British music impresario Tony Wil- 
son (the man behind Joy Division, 
New Order and the Happy Mondays) 
should have been the biggest must- 
see British sensation since Trainspot- 
ting. Instead, incredibly, it didn’t 
even play theatres in Edmonton. 
Luckily, excellent word of mouth is 
making it a hit on DVD. 

6. Finding Nemo 

Glossy, family-friendly Holly- 
wood entertainment at its all-too- 
infrequent best. The animators’ 
visualization of the undersea world is 


glorious, the vocal perfor- 
mances (especially those by 
Ellen DeGeneres and Willem 
Dafoe) are unusually nuanced 
and the consistently imagina- 
tive script makes it the rare 
children’s film that assumes 
kids will prefer something 
clever over something dumb- 
ed-down to what studios only 
assume is “their level.” 

7. Irréversible 

It’s quite a leap from Find- 
ing Nemo, the most popular 
film of the year, to Gaspar 
Noé’s grueling, graphic, 
unforgettable Irréversible, a 
movie that initially seems 
determined to have its audi- 
ence flee the theatre, retching 
all the way. There’s an inex- 
cusably ugly, homophobic 
streak running through this 
film, and yet there’s no deny- 
ing Noé’s technical virtuosity, | 
or the way the ugliness of 
those early scenes is necessary 
to give the film’s stunning 
final moments their meaning. 

8. Bus 174/City of God 

Two films that take radi- 
cally different approaches to 
depicting street crime in Rio 
de Janeiro. José Padilha’s Bus 
174 is a documentary about a 
bus hijacking whose straight- 
forward, talking-heads style 
conceals its sophisticated por- 
trayal of its central figure, an 
enigmatic, desperate street 
kid named Sandro; mean- | 
while, Fernando Meirelles’s © 
City of God uses splashy pho- 
tography and editing tricks to 
convey the excitement, the | 
violence and the amorality of © 
the Rio drug trade. 

9. American Splendor _ 

Moviegoers are currently 
flocking to watch Jack 
Nicholson and Diane Keaton 
fall in love in Something's 
Gotta Give, but I imagine most peo- 
ple’s love lives bear a much closer 
resemblance to the relationship 
between Harvey Pekar (Paul Giamat- 
ti) and Joyce Brabner (Hope Davis) 
in American Splendor—a pair of 
shlubs with messy lives, messy apart- 
ments and unfashionable clothes 
who give each other the strength 
they need to face all the tortures the 
cruel, lousy world throws at them. 

10. All or Nothing 

Fat, inarticulate working-class 
Brits and the bottomless despair ‘of 
family life: it’s not exactly a recipe 
for box-office success, and indeed, 
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Friday Night 
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Capturing the 
Friedmans 


Mike Leigh’s latest film didn’t attra 
a lot of people into the theatre 
beyond his core fanbase. But while 
All or Nothing has more than its shaté 
of wrenching moments (especially 
stunning speech late in the film by 
the great Timothy Spall), it’s also go 
a cleansing sense of humour and 4 
deep empathy for the humanity 0 
its characters. Plus a happy ending! 


HONOURABLE MENTION: Dract 
la: Pages From a Virgin’s Diary, T! 
Good Thief, Lost in Translation 
Morvern Callar, Spider, Werckmeist 
Harmonies. © 
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Ithough it didn’t appear in 
Edmonton until last January, | 
preemptively mentioned Pedro 
|modévar gorgeous, perversely 
moving Talk to Her in my list of 
0002's best films. And that’s a good 
ing, because it saves more room to 
onsider the best 

pf 2003, a year of 

preat diversity, 

areer bests and 

yonderful surprises. Here are my 
favourites, in no particular order. 


| 


Lost in Translation/All the 
Real Girls 
Perhaps the year’s end makes 
me sentimental, but I still feel this 
weet ache every time I think of my 
favourite love stories of 2003. One 
s barely a romance at all but 
veals how physical and spiritual 
lisplacement brings stray wanderers 
ogether; the other dares to redefine 
he most familiar trials of young 


OF 2003 


love through a uniquely vivid and 
idiosyncratic lens. Sofia Coppola’s 
Lost in Translation and David Gor- 
don Green's All the Real Girls make 
good on the promise of their 
beguiling debuts and, through wit, 
great music, invention, ambiguity, 
organic storytelling, emotional sub- 
tlety and inventive, goddamned 
beautiful photography, the young 
pair prove there’s reason to have 
hope for the next generation of 
American filmmakers. 
Spider/Capturing the Friedmans 
Subjective memory, incomplete 
histories and unreliable narrators are 
among the most durable of cinemat- 
ic conventions, 
and each play ele- 
mental roles in 
both my favourite 
Canadian feature and favourite doc- 
umentary of 2003. David Cronen- 
berg consistently brings such rare 
intellectual authority, unapologetic 
voyeurism and complex metaphor 
to movies, and with his brilliantly 
restrained adaptation of Spider, nov- 
elist Patrick McGrath's. psychological 
puzzle/murder mystery, he’s also 
produced what is perhaps his finest, 
most completely satisfying narrative. 
Andrew Jarecki’s Capturing the 
Friedmans chronicles the painful 
collapse of a seemingly ordinary 


LTINC ACTRESS 
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NEW YORKER 


Long Island family in the wake of 
its nebbish patriarch being charged 
with the irreversibly character- 
smearing crime of pedophilia. Care- 
fully unravelling the Friedmans’ 
tragedy a layer at a time, Jarecki 
emerges from utter chaos with a 
defiantly complex portrait of sexual 
deviancy and the witch-hunt men- 
tality it stimulates. 

Werckmeister Harmonies/ 
Russian Ark/Ten 

“A long-playing full-shot is what 
separates the men from the boys,” 
Orson Welles once stated, and three 
of 2003’s most mesmerizing movies 
(along with the notable Gerry) take 
Welles’s dare to its very peripheries, 
changing the way we think of time 
and study the unfolding of events in 
a story. From its assemblage of old 


GOLDEN GI | 


beer hall regulars embodying a work- 
ing model of the universe while lis- 
tening to an eloquent description of 
the fearful stillness that pervades the 
world during an eclipse, to the 
appearance of the stuffed whale, to 
the shattering train of senseless vio- 
lence at its climax, Bela Tarr’s Werck- 
meister Harmonies creates a 
soul-staining series of very, very long 
tracking shots to reveal the apoca- 
lyptic dread in the heart of a small 
Hungarian town. 

Lighter in tone but more rigor- 
ous in duration, Alexander Sokurov’s 
Russian Ark set a record by being the 
first feature film to be comprised of a 
single take. Astonishingly stage- 
managed, Sokurov’s camera drifts 
dreamlike through St. Petersburg’s 
Hermitage Museum and centuries of 


Russian history with the accompani- 
ment of the mysterious Stranger, dis- 
carding the laws of time, space and 
gravity to conjoin with a flow that 
resembles a state of consciousness 
more purely than movies have previ- 
ously been able to evoke. 

Abbas Kiarostami’s Ter was 
another enigmatic and formal won- 
der, using few cuts and confining 
our perspective to two views from a 
dashboard, smartly connecting the 
false intimacy of going to the cine- 
ma with that of travelling in your 
cart. Five women and one child pass 
though Mania Akbari’s passenger 
seat over 10 short trips through 
Tehran and have wonderfully candid 
conversations about love, sex, 
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o~ NEW THIS WEEK 


Calendar Girls (CO) Helen Mirren and Julie 
Walters star in Saving Grace director Nigel 
Cole’s fish-out-of-clothing comedy, based on 
a true story, about a group of mature British 
women who doff their duds for a calendar 
and a good cause. (Opens Thu, Jan 1) 


9 Clint Eastwood retrospective (M) 
Two films staring Eastwood and two 
Pick he directed. Spaghetti western director 
Sergio Leone's Fistful of Dollars (1964) 
and For a Few Dollars More (1965), plus East- 
‘y2Wood’s Unforgiven (1992) and A Perfect World 
(1993), showcasing his evolution as an inter- 
national screen icon. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
* Fri-Mon, Jan 2-5 (screenings at 7pm and 9pm 
nightly, except 9:30pm on Jan 3) 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


9 Bad Santa (CO) Billy Bob Thornton, 
Tony Cox, Bernie Mac and Lauren 

PICK Graham star in Ghost World director 

Terry Zwigoff’s ultra-cynical Yuletide 

comedy about an alcoholic, down-at-heel 
thief who plans to rob a department store 
while working as a mall Santa, only to have 
his conscience pricked when he befriends a 
lonely eight-year-old boy. 


the Barbarian lavasions (P) Rémy 
Girard, Marie-Josée Croze and Stéphane 
Rousseau star in writer/director Denys 
Arcand’s sequel to his 1986 arthouse hit The 
Decline of the American Empire, in which an 
aging, philandering academic makes peace 
with his son and his old circle of friends, col- 
leagues and lovers before dying of cancer. In 
French with English subtitles. 


Blizzard (CO, FP) Brenda Blethyn, Christopher 
Plummer and the voice of Whoopi Goldberg 
are featured in director Levar Burton’s Christ- 
mas-themed family fantasy about a young ice 
skater who befriends a magical reindeer. 


Cheaper by the Dozen (CO, FP, L) Steve 
Martin, Bonnie Hunt, Hilary Duff and Piper 
Perabo star in Big Fat Liar director Shawn 
Levy’s domestic comedy about a spectacu- 
larly fertile small-town football coach with 
228 children whose home life becomes even 
more chaotic than usual when he takes a 


job at Chicago’s Northwestern University. 


(] Cold Mountain (CO, FP, L) Jude Law, 

Nicole Kidman, Renée Zellweger, 

Pick Kathy Baker, Philip Seymour Hoffman 
and Natalie Portman star in The Eng- 

lish Patient director Anthony Minghella’s 

epic, episodic film version of Charles Fra- 

zier's novel about a Civil War deserter and 
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his gruelling trek back home to the new 
bride he left behind in North Carolina. 


Dr. Seuss’ The Cat in the Hat (CO, FP) 
Mike Myers, Alec Baldwin, Kelly Preston and 
Dakota Fanning star in director Bo Welch’s film 
version of the classic children’s book about a 
boisterous feline who pays an uninvited visit 
on two kids while their mother is gone, and 
gleefully sets to work destroying their house. 


Elf (CO, FP) Will Ferrell, James Caan and 
Zooey Deschanel star in Swingers director 
Jon Favreau’s fish-out-of-water holiday com- 
edy about a human man who was raised as 
an elf at the North Pole and who now trav- 
els to New York City hoping to locate his 
biological father. 


Gothika (CO, FP) Halle Berry, Penélope Cruz 
and Robert Downey Jr. star in The Gimson 
Rivers director Mathieu Kassovitz’s supernat- 
ural thriller about a criminal psychologist who 
wakes up confined in a mental institution for 
the murder of her husband, a crime she has 
absolutely no memory of committing. 


The Haunted Mansion (FP) Eddie Murphy, 
Terence Stamp, Marsha Thomason and Jen- 
nifer Tilly star in Stuart Little director Rob 
Minkoff’s effects-heavy comedy, based on the 
Disney theme park attraction, about a family 
that encounters all manner of ghosts and pol- 
tergeists during a visit to a haunted house. 


Honey (CO) Jessica Alba, Mekhi Phifer, Lil’ 
Romeo and Joy Bryant star in director Bille 
Woodruff’s gotta-dream musical drama 
about a gutsy young dancer from the wrong 
side of the tracks whose blossoming career 
as a music video choreographer is threat- 
ened by her sexually predatory mentor. 


9 House of Sand and Fog (CO) Ben 
Kingsley, Jennifer Connelly, Ron Eldard 
Pick and Shohreh Aghdashloo star in direc- 

tor Vadim Perelman’s moody adapta- 
tion of Andre Dubus IIl’s novel about a 
recovering alcoholic and an Iranian ex- 
colonel whose battle for the ownership of a 
house leads inexorably to tragedy. 


9 In America (CO) Paddy Considine, 
Samantha Morton and Djimon Houn- 
PICK sou star in My Left Foot director Jim 
Sheridan’s emotional, autobiographical 
film about a bereaved Irish family struggling to 
survive in a rundown New York City apartment 
while the father pursues an acting career. 


The Last Samurai (CO, FP) Tom Cruise, 
Ken Watanabe, Billy Connolly and Timothy 
Spall star in Glory director Edward Zwick’s 
historical epic about an alcoholic Civil War 
veteran who travels to Japan to train and 
modernize the emperor's troops, but 
decides to switch sides after being exposed 
to the honour code of the samurai warriors 


THEATRE 
10337 - Whyte Ave. - 433-0728 
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PIECES OF APRIL 


Nightly 7:15 & 9:15 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinee 2:30 pm 
*PGe (coarse language) 


the emperor is determined to wipe out. 


Line of Control (FP) Sanjay Dutt, Ajay 
Devgan and Abhishek Bachchan star in 
director }.P. Dutta’s patriotic war epic about 
the protracted 1999 Battle of Kargil, during 
which 450 Indian soldiers died fighting Pak- 
istani forces on the icy peaks above Jammu 
and Kashmir. In Hindi with English subtitles. 


9 The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King (CO, FP, L) Elijah Wood, 
Pick lan McKellen, Viggo Mortensen and Liv 
Tyler star in the long-awaited conclud- 
ing chapter of director Peter Jackson’s epic 
film adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien's trilogy of 
fantasy novels about a band of hobbits, trolls, 
elves, wizards and humans who embark on a 
quest to destroy an evil, all-powerful ring. 


Love Actually (CO) Hugh Grant, Liam Nee- 
son, Emma Thompson, Alan Rickman, Keira 
Knightley, Colin Firth and Laura Linney star in 
writer/director Richard Curtis’s all-star ensemble 
romantic comedy, which tells eight interlocking 
stories about various Londoners (including the 
prime minister of England) falling in and out of 
love during the Christmas season. 


Master and Commander: The Far 
ror Side of the World (CO, GA) Russell 
fajaq Crowe and Paul Bettany star in Witness 
director Peter Weir's waterlogged 
adventure yarn, based on the novels of 
Patrick O'Brian, in which 19th-century British 
sea captain Jack Aubrey and ship surgeon 
Stephen Maturin brave storms and cannon- 
fire as they pursue a French “super-frigate” 
from Cape Horn to the Galapagos Islands. 


The Matrix: Revolutions (CO, FP) Keanu 
Reeves, Carrie-Anne Moss, Laurence Fish- 
burne and Hugo Weaving star in the final 
installment of directors Andy and Larry 
Wachowski’s groundbreaking sci-fi trilogy 
about a rebel army’s life-or-death battle 
against the machines that have enslaved 
most of mankind within a computer-gener- 
ated virtual world. 


Mona Lisa Smile (CO, FP) Julia Roberts, 
Julia Stiles, Kirsten Dunst and Maggie Gyl- 
lenhaal star in Four Weddings and a Funeral 
director Mike Newell’s drama, set in 1953 at 
Wellesley women’s college, about a rebel- 
lious teacher who makes it her mission to 
ensure her students aspire to be more than 
socialites, hostesses and housewives. 


oO Mystic River (FP) Sean Penn, Kevin 
Ss Bacon and Tim Robbins star in Unfor- 
fale4 given director Clint Eastwood’s moody 
drama, set in working-class Boston, 

about three childhood friends whose trau- 
matic memories of the past are revived 
when one, now a police detective, begins to 
suspect another of killing the third’s daugh- 
ter. Based on the novel by Dennis Lehane. 
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Citi & Si atten 260 5 
©14A¢e (mature theme} 


From aging environmentalists on the B.C. coast concerned about de tation to} 
members of Canada’s national cross-country ski team facing the typical amateur! 
sports budget crunch to, er, theatre buffs in the small town of Madison, Maine, every-| 
body seems to be stripping for a calendar photo shoot these days. No longer the} 
exclusive domain of suntan lotion models, nude calenders featuring everyday folk are| 
being used to raise money for and awareness about a wide variety of causes (and| 
though most are tastefully done, they may be raising a few other things as well). 


Director Nigel Cole’s Calendar Girls focuses on a group of mature British women| 
who pose nude behind baked goods and flowers for charity. It's based on a by 
story, but that’s no reason why it wasn’t called The Full Mom y. 


Paycheck (CO, FP) Ben Affleck, Uma Thur- 
man, Aaron Eckhart and Colm Feore star in 
Face/Off director John Woo’s sci-fi action picture 
about an electrical engineer who must piece 
together the last two years of his life after his 
memory is erased by the sinister company that 
has employed him on a top-secret project. 
Based on the short story by Philip K. Dick. 


Peter Pan (CO, FP) Jeremy Sumpter, Jason 
Isaacs, Rachel Hurd-Wood and Ludivine Sag- 
nier star in My Best Friend’s Wedding director 
P.J. Hogan’s film version of James Barrie’s 
beloved children’s book about three London 
children who travel to the mythical world of 
Neverland, where a gang of unaging boys 
do battle with a band of ruthless pirates. 


Pieces of April (P) Katie Holmes, 
— Patricia Clarkson, Oliver Platt and 
fae ean Hayes star in director Peter 
Hedges’s bittersweet comedy about a 
young bohemian woman whose plans to 
invite her estranged suburban parents to her 
Lower East Side apartment in New York for 
Thanksgiving go horribly awry. 


Something's Gotta Give (CO, FP, L) Jack 
Nicholson, Diane Keaton, Keanu Reeves and 
Amanda Peet star in What Women Want 
director Nancy Meyers’s romantic comedy 
about a middle-aged rascal who re-evaluates 
his lifelong preference for dating much 
younger women when he finds himself 
falling in love with the middle-aged mother 
of his latest trophy girlfriend. 


EDMONTOS 


12039 — 127 Street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 


9 Stuck on You (CO, FP) Matt Damon, 

Greg Kinnear, Cher and Eva Mendes star 
PICK in There’s Something About Mary direc- 
tors Peter and Bobby Farrelly’s wacky 
comedy about a pair of Siamese twins whose 
close relationship is threatened when one of 
the brothers decides to go to Hollywood and 
pursue his dream of becoming an actor. 


Timeline (CO) Paul Walker, Frances O'Connor, 
Gerard Butler and Billy Connolly star in Lady- 
hawke director Richard Donner’s adventure yam 
about three Yale students who must travel back 
in time to 14th-century France to rescue a 
trapped history professor and retum him to the 
present. Based on the novel by Michael Crichton. 


9 21 Grams (CO) Sean Penn, Naomi 
Watts, Benicio Del Toro and Melissa 
tied Leon star in Amores Perros director 

Alejandro Gonzalez |farritu’s intense, 
chronologically scrambled drama about 
three people whose lives are bound togeth- 
er by a sudden, inexplicable tragedy. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 


Hatha lyengar Ashtanga 


tel 451.8131 
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Showtimes for Friday, January 2 to Thursday, January 8 


Nl showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 
MASTER AND COMMANDER: 
THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 14A 
Violence. 
Daily 7.00 9:30 
Sat Sun 2.00 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 | 


THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS 148 
Mature theme. 

Fri Sat Sun 2.00 

Daity 7.00 9,00 


PIECES OF APRIL PG 
Coarse language. 

Fri Sat Sun 2.30 

Daily 7.15 9.15 


PS METROCINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, 


FISTFUL OF DOLLARS 144 
Fri Sun Mon 7.00 


FOR A FEW DOLLARS MORE 144 
Sat 7,00 Sun Mon 9.00 


A PERFECT WORLD 
Sat 9.30 
UNFORGIVEN 

Fri 9.00 


4762-50 St, 986-2728 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 14A 


Daity 7.20 
ri Sat Sun 1.00 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. 

Daily 7.10 9.40 

Fri Sat Sun 3.40 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
Dally 7.10 9,15 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Dally 7.00 10.00 
Fri Sat Sun 3.00 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 
(1) 780-352-3922 
LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 414A 


Fri Sat Sun 1.00 6.00 10,00 
Mon-Thu 7.00 


PETER PAN G 
Fri Sat Sun 1.10 3.30 7.20 9.30 
Mon-Thu 7.20 9.30 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
aily 6.50 9.45 . 
Fn Sat Sun 1.20 3.50 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


“fe CINEMA GUIDE 2 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
THE LAST SAMURAI 144 


30ry scenes. 
i-Tue Thu 11.45 3.00 6.30 9.45 
Wed 11.45 3.00 9.45 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 
THE RETURN OF THE KING 7 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. 
No passes. 
Daity 12.00 4.30 9.00 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Soarse language, sexual content. 
No passes. 
Daily 12.15 3.20 7.35 10.30 
MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No passes. Daily 12.30 3.50 7.15 10.20 
PETER PAN PG 
Oaily 1.10 4.15 7.20 10.00 ; 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
No passes. Daily 12.50 3.20 6.50 9.15 : 
COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Daily 14.50 3.10 6.40 10.10 
HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 14A 
Disturbing content. No passes. 
Daily 1.00 4.00 7.00 9.50 
CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
-Nudity. 
Thu 12.40 3.40 7.30 10.15 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
MYSTIC RIVER 144 
Coarse language. 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9,20 
Sat-Sun 2.30 6.30 9.20 


SCARY MOVIE 3 144A 
Crude content. 

Fri 4.40 6.55 9.00 

Sat-Sun 2.20 4.40 6.55 9.00 

Mon-Thu 6.55 9.00 


* KILL BILL: VOLUME | 18A 


Gory violence. 
Fri Mon-Thu 9.10 
Sat-Sun 1.45 9.10 


UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN PG 
Not suitable for younger children. 

Fri-Sun 4.25 6.45 

Mon-Thu 6.45 


TIMELINE 144 
Violence. 

Fri 4.20 7.00 9.40 

Sat-Sun 1.40 4.20 7.00 9.40 

Mon-Thu 7.00 9.40 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 144 
Violence. 

Fri 4.10 6.50 9.30 

Sat-Sun 1.30 4.10 6.50 9.30 

Mon-Thu 6.50 9.30 


LOST IN TRANSLATION 14A 
Fri 4.00 7.10 9.35 

Sat-Sun 1.50 4.00 7.10 9.35 

Mon-Thu 7.10 9.35 


GOTHIKA 14A 
Violence, disturbing content 

Fri 4.15 7.20 9.45 

Sat-Sun 2.00 4.15 7.20 9.45 

Mon-Thu 7.20 9.45 


HONEY PG 
Fri 4.30 6.40 8.55 

Sat-Sun 2.10 4.30 6.40 8,55 

Mon-Thu 6,40 8.55 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


ELF G 
Daily 11.50 


THE LAST SAMURAI 144 
Gory scenes. 

Daily 3.30 6.30 9.40 

LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. 

No passes. 

Daily 12.00 2,30 4.30 7.30 8.45 


STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. Daily 1,20 4.20 Sat-Thu 7.40 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. No passes. 
Daily 1.10 4.00 6.50 9.50 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No passes. Daily 12.50 3.40 6.40 9.20 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 3 G 
No passes. Daily 1.40 4.50 7.20 9.45 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Daily 12.05 3.10 6.45 10.00 


PAYCHECK 
Violence. Daily 1.30 4.40 7.50 10.20 


PETER PAN 
Daily 12.30.3.00 7.00 9.30 


PG 
PG 
DR. SEUSS! THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Daily 12.10 
PG 
PG 


HONEY 
Daily 10.10 


WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! 
No passes. Sneak preview. Fri 7.00 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St, 436-8585 


DA. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT 
Fri-Sun 11.30 1.30 Mon-Thu 1.30 


LOVE ACTUALLY 144A 
Sexual content. Daily 9.45 


ELF G 
Fri-Sun 11.45 2.20 4.50 7.15 
Mon-Thu 2.20 4.50 7.15 


MASTER AND COMMANDER: 

THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD 4 
Violence. 

Daily 10.15 


‘THE LAST SAMURAI 144 


Gory scenes. 
Dally 1.15 5.00 8.30 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content. 

No passes. ae 

Daily 12.30 3.20 6.45 9.40 


8 


LORD OF THE RINGS: 

THE RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. No passes. 

Fri-Sat 12.00 1,00 2.00 3.00 3.30 4.30 5.30 6.30 7.30 
8.00 9.00 10.00 10.45 Sun-Thu 12.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 
3,30 4.30 5.30 6.30 7.30 8.00 9.00 10.00 


sTUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. 

Fri-Tue Thu 1.50 4.40 7.45 

Wed 1.50 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No passes. 
Daily 12.50 3.50 7.00 9.50 


IN AMERICA PG 
Mature theme. 
Daily 1.20 4.00 6.30 9.15 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
No passes. 

Fri-Sun 11.40 2,10 4.45 7.10 9.30 

Mon-Thu 2.10 4,45 7.10 9.30 


PETER PAN PG 
Daily 1.10 4.10 6,50 9.20 

HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 14A 
Disturbing content. 

No passes. 


Fri 12.10 3.10 9.45 
Sat-Thu 12.10 3.10 6.40 9.45 


21 GRAMS 184A 
Daily 12.20 4.20 7.40 10.20 
CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. 
Daily 1.40 4.15 7.20 10.10 
WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 
No passes. 
Sneak preview. 
Fn 7.00 
WEST MALL 6 
8882-170 St, 444-1331 
THE RUNDOWN 14A 


Fri-Sun 4.15 7.00 9.15 
Mon-Thu 7.00 9.15 


TUPAC RESURRECTION 14A 
Coarse language. 

Fri-Sun 4.45 7.30 9.50 

Mon-Thu 7.30 9.50 


BROTHER BEAR G 
Fri-Sun 3.45 6.40 8.50 
Mon-Thu 6.40 8.50 


THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Fri-Sun 4.00 7.15 9.40 
Mon-Thu 7.15 9.40 


RADIO PG 
Fri-Sun 4.30 6.50 9.30 
Mon-Thu 6.50 9.30 


LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION G 
Fri-Sun 3.30 6.30 9.00 
Mon-Thu 6.30 9.00 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD P. 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 


416-0150 
DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Fri-Sun 12.10 3.35 = 
ELF G 
Fri-Sun 12.40 6.55 Mon-Thu 6.55 
THE LAST SAMURAI 144 
Gory scenes, Daily 6:45 9.45 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 


Coarse language, sexual content. No passes. 
Fri-Sun 12.50 3.30 6.40 9.30 
Mon-Thu 6.40 9.30 


STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. Fri-Sun 3.50 9.35 
Mon-Thu 9,35. 


BLIZZARD G 
Daily 11.45 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE 

RETURN OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes. 

No passes, Fri-Sun 11.30 3.45 4.15 8.00 8.30 
Mon-Thu 8.00 8.30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN G 
No passes ° 

Fri-Sun 1,20 3.15 7.05 9.20 

Mon-Thu 7.05 9.20 


COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
Fri-Tue Thu 1.30 4.30 7.10 10.00 
Wed 1.30 4.30 7.10 


PETER PAN PG 
Fri-Sun 12.05 3.20 6.30 9.25 
Mon-Thu 6.30 9.25 


PAYCHECK cae 
Violence. 

Fri-Sun 12.55 3.40 6.35 9.50 

Mon-Thu 6.35 9.50 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No passes. Fri-Sun 1.00 4.00 7.00 9.40 
Mon-Thu 7,00 9.40 
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NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231-137 Ave, 732-2236 
ELF G 
Daily 1.00 3.20 7.05 
THE LAST SAMURAI 144A 


Gory violence. 

Daily 12.10 4.00 7.15 10.20 

SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content 


No pas: 
Daily 1.40 4.20 7.00 9.50 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 
OF THE KING 144 
Violence, frightening scenes 


STUCK ON YOU PG 
Coarse language. 

Fri 1.20 4.10 10.15 

Sat-Thu 1.20 4.10 7.40 10.15 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
No passes. 
Daily 12.40 3.30 6.5¢ 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN Gc. 


No passes. 
Daily 12.30 3.00 5,20 8.00 10.10 

PAYCHECK PG 
Violence 

Daily 1.50 4.50 7.50 10.25 

PETER PAN PG 
Daily 12.50 3.25 7.10 9.45 

COLD MOUNTAIN 184 
Daily 11.45 3.1£ 6.40 9.55 

HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG 144A 
Disturbing content 

No passes, 
Daily 1.10 4.40 


CALENDAR GIRLS PG 
Nudity. 

No passes. 

Daily 12.20 3.20 7.30 10.00 


DR. SEUSS! THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
Daily 12.15 


WIN A DATE WITH TAD HAMILTON! PG 
No passes. 

Sneak preview. 

Fri 7.30 


29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
MYSTIC RIVER 14A 
Coarse language. 
Fri Sat Sun 12.50 3.40 6.45 9,40 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.40 


THE HAUNTED MANSION PG 
Frightening scenes 
Fri Sat Sun 1.15 4.15 


THE MATRIX REVOLUTIONS 144 
Violence. 

7.00 9.45 

BLIZZARD G 
Fri Sat Sun 12.30 3.00 

COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 


Fri Sat Sun 12.00 1.00 3.15 4.30 6.40 8.15 9.50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.40 8,15 9.50 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 

OF THE KING 14A 
Violence, frightening scenes. No pass 
0 3.45 4.15 6.00 7.00 8.00 


8.3 Sun Mon Tus Wed Thu 11.45 

12 3 15 6.00 7.00 8.00 8.30 9.30 
10.15 Daily 8.00 

STUCK ON YOU PG 


Coarse language. 

Fri 10.20 

Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.35 

MONA LISA SMILE 

1.15 4.00 7.15 10.10 

PETER PAN 3 PG 

No passes. 

1.10 3.50 6.45 9.45 

PAYCHECK PG 
jolence 


10.20 


) 6,50 9.20 
COLD MOUNTAIN 18A 
12.153 7.20 10,40 

DR. SEUSS' THE CAT IN THE HAT PG 
17.30 


| WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE RETURN 

OF THE KING 1 
Violence, frightening scenes 

No passes. 

Fri Sat Sun 12.00 4.15 8.30 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 8.30 


MONA LISA SMILE PG 
Fri Sat Sun 12.45 4.00 7.15 10.0% 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.15 10.00 


Fri 


SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG 
Coarse language, sexual content 

Fri Sat Sun 12.30 3.45 6.45 9.30 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.45 9.30 


¥ MOVIES 12 
F 1 CINEMA CITY 12 


<=) ]3633-99 STREET 463-5481] 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


DATE OF ISSUE ONLY THU, JAN. 1, 2004. 
Please contact theatre for showtimes. 


SCARY MOVIES 18A 
Crude content 

Thu 2,05 4.55 7.40 9.55 

LOONEY TUNES: BACK IN ACTION 6 


Crude content. 
Thu 1.35 4.20 7.35 


INTOLERABLE CRUELTY PG 
Coarse language. 
Thu 1.25 4.10 7.00 9.20 


UNDERWORLD 18A 
Gory violence. 

Thu 4.30 7.20 10.00 ~ 

UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN PG 


Not suitable for younger children, 
Thu 1.30 4.40 7.10 9.45 


KILL BILL: VOLUME 1 148A 
LINE OF CONTROL 14A Gory violence. é 
Gory scenes. Thu 1.25 4.15 7.15 9.40 = 
Fri Sat Sun 2.00 8.00 
Mon Tus Wed'Thu 6100 RUNAWAY JURY PG 
Violence. 
GOTHIKA 144A Thu 1.40 4.25 7.05 9.50 
Violence, disturbing content. 
Zoe THE SCHOOL OF ROCK PG 
Thu 1.05 3.10 5.10 7.90 
PAYCHECK PG 
ilenal BROTHER BEAR G 
Fri Sat Sun 12.40 1.20 3.45 4.10 6.50 7.209.30 Thu 1.05 3.10 5.10 7.30 
10.00 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.50 7.20 9.30 10.00 RADIO PG 
SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL [imide 
THE RUNDOWN 148A 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 Thu 1.55 4.45 7.45 10.05 
ELF G_ THE TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE 1 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 12.10 2.20 4.40 7.10 ” Gory violence. Thu 10.10 ‘~ 
Wed 12.10 2.15 4.20 pees 
G 
THE HAUNTED MANSION PG = Thu 2.10 4.50 7,259.35 
Frightening scenes. 
FE 1290 2-404 a ‘SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER S. 
Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 12.30 2.45 5.00 Thu 246 
THE LAST SAMURAI 44a _ PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 
Gory scenes. No passes. 1.00 4.10 7.40 10.30 Lhe Gre Staal Pa 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
SOMETHING'S GOTTA GIVE PG = Thu 12.55 3.506.509.45 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Thu 12.20 3.30'6.55 10.00 
Wed 1.00 3.55 6.55 10.00 Cinebabies Wed 1.00 3 
5 ere, 
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Get on the Bus 


What was up with 
docs this year? 


By BRIAN GIBSON 
is was such a rich year for 
Te that I was forced to cram 
11 titles into my top 10 list 
(arranged roughly in order of prefer- 
¢opee) and append 
some honourable 
mentions that, in ba BEST 
any other year, 
would have made it as well. Plus 
there were some gripping but flawed 
films from Lynne Ramsay, Gus van 
Sant, Peter Mullan and the Coens. 
There were some nice surprises, 
such as The Station Agent, Winged 
Migration and Spellbound. And huge 


presents 


OF 2003 


disappointments from Tarantino 
and Campion.... 


Bus 174 

I was utterly transfixed and 
numbed by José Padilha’s searing epic 
documentary. Padilha opens with an 
overview pan of Rio de Janeiro and, 
over the next two and a half hours, 
he blazes a trail through the city’s 
social and class 
tensions as they 
exploded around 
street kid Sandro 
do Nascimento’s hijacking of Bus 
174. This autopsy of that complex 
and horrifyingly tragic situation 
forces you to look at those down-and- 
out people we want to ignore, but so 
vividly reveal our society's prejudices, 
injustices and inhumanity. 


OWA FEW DOLLARS MORE 


PR Tt 


SATURDAY ar PM, SUNDAY & MONDAY ar SPO 


fell OF DOLLARS 


ig. FRIDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY a 7PM 


~ONPORGIVEN 


Metro operates 
with the 
support of: 


FRIDAY ar SP 


A PERFECT 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hail in the Citadel 
Theatre, 9828 - 101 A Ave. For more information, 
call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


The Alberta 
Foundatien 


Bus 174 


Capturing the Friedmans 

Andrew Jarecki’s film is like The 
Wonder Years as directed by Larry 
Clark... yet it all happened. Maybe. 
This superlative doc endlessly over- 
turns and undermines the viewer's 
assumptions and preconceptions, 
the participants’ judgments and 
memories of trauma, and the notion 
that cameras can ever capture some 
sort of truth in subjective human 
experiences. 

All or Nothing 

The quintessential kitchen-sink 
film, Mike Leigh’s latest is his best 
since Naked. Crackling perfor- 
mances from Timothy Spall as 
morose cab-driver Phil and Lesley 
Manville as his wife Penny, a beat- 
en-down checkout clerk and jittery 
mother, spark the fracturing family 
to life. A superbly grim and honest 
film with a note-perfect, emotional 
denouement. 

The Son 

An Edmonton Film Festival offer- 
ing that hasn’t been widely released 
yet, this is another social realist tour 
de force from the Dardenne Brothers 
(La Promesse, Rosetta). A captivating 
look at revenge and mercy, the film 
is literally shouldered by Olivier 
Gourmet as Olivier. The camera, 
bobbing behind his neck, looks on 
as he becomes a mentor to Francis, a 
young man whom he has good rea- 
son to hate. 

Sweet Sixteen 

Ken Loach’s latest wrenching 
story is as grittily real but more trag- 
ic than My Name Is Joe, the first film 
in the director’s Scottish trilogy. 
Martin Compston gives a jolting per- 
formance as a teen so determined to 
make a better life for his ne’er-do- 
well mom that he’ll deal drugs. A 
bracing, cutting view of a basically 
is peg who’s east i by 


the world he was unlucky enough to 
be born into. 

Blackboards 

Iranian directors have been reel- 
ing out some excellent films in the 
past 15 years, and Samira Makhmal- 
baf’s sophomore work is one of the 
best—an unnerving, resonant socio- 
political film. Kurdish teachers 
trudge about, avoiding unseen perse- 
cutors, searching for a bride or just 
trying to find students to teach. Des- 
perate, they cleverly use their black- 
boards for protection or pray to 
Allah for help. But they may as well 
be waiting for Godot in a stark land- 
scape where they are constantly 
under threat and don’t know which 
way to turn. 

About Schmidt 

An acerbic look by satirist 
Alexander Payne at the foibles of an 
insular Nebraskan actuary and, by 
extension, the cheery, “aw shucks” 
narrow-mindedness of midwest 
America. Perfect in its sweetly 
pathetic tone, anchored by the 
drawn, Grinch-like features of Jack 
Nicholson and filled in with colour- 
ful turns by Kathy Bates, Hope Davis 
and Dermot Mulroney. The “Dear 
Ndugu” letters should become comic 
classics, along with Schmidt’s 
painkiller trip on the eve of his 
daughter's wedding. 

Spider 

David Cronenberg’ s best film is 
sharply wrought and full of tightly 
wound performances. Ralph Fiennes 
is unforgettably eerie as the title fig- 
ure, while Miranda Richardson plays 
three distinctive characters in Spi- 
der’s fragmented memory. From the 
wallpaper shots that open the story, 
to the locales that steadily close in 
on Spider as he recalls the childhood 
horror at the root of his psychosis, 
the film plunges into inner recesses 


All or Nothing |», 


like a modernist Freudian novel. 

The Pianist 

A conventional and predictable 
Cannes and Oscar winner, in retro- 
spect? Maybe so, but it’s still a sober 
and bracing film account of Wladys- 
law Szpilman’s (Adrien Brody) wan 
derings through the wasteland of the 
Warsaw ghetto during the Holo- 
caust. The lens revels in Brody’s 
hangdog face, full of quiet longing 
~ad desperation, and the improbable 
but true ending reveals Roman 
Polanski’s artful, restrained grasp of 
the personal subject matter. 

All the Real Girls/Friday Night 

The most gorgeous visual! 
onscreen spectacle that I gaped at 
this year, David Gordon Green's 
semi-improvised, sophomore work 
teeters in some scenes, but it’s risky 
and heartfelt. The tenderness and 
throbbing pain at the heart of the 
bittersweet romance between Paul 
(Paul Schneider) and Noel (Zooey 
Deschanel) is framed by exquisite 
shots of the Appalachian landscape. 

Meanwhile, Claire Denis’s Paris 
poem about strangers connecting 
imbues the city with an infectious 
warmth and elegance. Laure’s 
(Valérie Lemercier) dreamlike meet- 
ing with Jean (Vincent Lindon) dur- 
ing an evening traffic jam is shown 
in detailed glimpses. A generous 
spirit envelops this film, which 
lingers on cleaners, passersby, and 
drivers alike in the City of Lights. 


HONOURABLE MENTION: Spike 
Lee’s fiery 25th Hour, the sweeping 
Brazilian social panorama City of 
God, the profound French education 
documentary Etre et Avoir, Aki Kau- 
rismaki’s deadpan, Chaplinesque The 
Man Without a Past, Pixar’s lush, 
funny Finding Nemo and the prismat- 
ic, raw 21 Grams. © 


Josef Braun 


Continued from page 29. 


divorce, parenting, aging, feminine 
independence and faith. 
Respiro/American Splendor 
“All happy families are more or 
less dissimilar,” wrote Tolstoy, “all 
unhappy ones are more or less 
alike.” Both sides of this statement 
prove true for the otherwise com- 
pletely different happy/unhappy 
families that inhabit both Emanuele 
Crialese’s Respiro and Shari Springer 
Berman and Robert Pulcini’s Ameri- 
can Splendor. Grazia’s rural Italian 


family find happiness in an almost 
animal sense of exhilaration and 
wonder, while Harvey Pekar’s find it 
through melancholy over-analysis, 
partial resignation and finally, cre- 
ativity, but both are unhappy when 
separated or reeling from the neu- 
roses that haunt them. 

The Pianist _ 

It devastated me. Both times. 
Aside from his ample harrowing per- 
sonal experience, I think Roman 
Polanski brings something distinc- 
tive to what cynics have dubbed 
“Holocaust movies” because he’s not 
working to churn our emotions: he 
knows the psychic weight that 


accompanies the subject and leaves 
it there, focusing instead on details, 
ironies, the sheer dementia of geno- 
cide and the ultimate role of pure 
luck in our survival. Somewhere 
along the way there’s beauty, fleeting 
moments of togetherness, existential 
comedy and all-encompassing loss. 
Far more artistically sound than the 
round of Oscars might imply, The 
Pianist will endure as a genuinely 
important. film. 


HONOURABLE MENTION: Dirty 
Pretty Things, 21 Grams, Flower and 
Garnet, Kill Bill Vol. 1, Spellbound, The 


- Son and Mystic River. O 
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ctor, director, icon: 
e films of 


JOSEF BRAUN 


en Clint Eastwood began col- 
laborating with Italian filmmak- 
er Sergio Leone, the subdued 
ung Californian was transformed 
m an appealing minor television 
r into an international icon, one 
o’d come to embody soft-spoken 
chismo and make a lasting impres- 
n upon viewers without resorting 
flash or even emotion onscreen. If 
arlon Brando’s 
imalistic, bravu- 
performances as 
anley Kowalski 
d Terry Malloy a decade earlier 
re be-bop, then Eastwood’s stoic, 
trained take on the cigar-chomp- 
gunslinger of A Fistful of Dol- 
rs (1964), For a Few Dollars 
fore (‘65) and The Good, the Bad and 
e Ugly (‘66) was cool jazz, never 
leading for our sympathy or even 
r attention. 
As part of its Clint Eastwood retro- 
ective this weekend, Metro Cinema 
screening the first two installments 
Leone’s much-loved brutal and 
tertaining spaghetti western trilogy 
hey screened the third a few months 
(0). The other two films that make 

the program focus on Eastwood's 
rectorial pursuits, a bumpy second 
reer in filmmaking full of as many 
joblems as pleasures. 

Until the recent Mystic River, 
forgiven (‘92), shot in the majestic 
othills of Alberta, would have to 
ve been considered Eastwood's mas- 
tpiece. It’s an unremittingly dark 

estern that’s outspokenly revisionist 
t utterly elegant in the way it goes 
out dispelling the myths of the infa- 
ous, pseudo-heroic, murderous ban- 
its in 19th century America. 
nforgiven is rife with scenes where 
atacters discuss cowardice, the mer- 
of being a killer and the difficulties 
ith leaving a demonic legacy behind. 
ut even at its 131-minute running 
1e, it's consistently captivating and 
alistic, never awkward, blackly funny 


oq 


u know precisely what's going to 
Ppen. Written by David Webb Peo- 
lles (Blade Runner, Twelve Monkeys), 
e film is as genuinely soul-chilling as 
Johnny Cash murder ballad. 

Though nearly overshadowed by 
excellent performances of co-stars 
Organ Freeman, Gene Hackman, 
ancis Fischer and Richard Harris, 
nforgiven also features my favourite 
Stwood performance. As the retired 
Sassin and widowed pig farmer 
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William Munny, Eastwood’s interior- 
ized despair is palpable rather than 
vague, sinister or opaque. He may say 
things like “Yeah... I guess so” a lot 
when asked about his past, but what 
he’s doing with these lines isn’t sim- 
ply masking painful memories as 
much as confronting the terrifying 
absence of clear ones. Munny was a 
drunk and the heinous body count in 
his wake accumulated not through 
some twisted, heartless bravery, but 
through a glaze of alcohol and fear. 


UNFORGIVEN WAS immensely suc- 


Transcendent 

| Fringe hostage 

| drama was the 

| best play of 2003 


cessful, yet its follow-up, A Perfect | 


World (‘93) received a far less enthu- 


siastic response and seemed to usher | 
in a decade of infe- | 
tior Eastwood pro- | 
jects like Bridges of | 
Madison County | 


(‘95) and Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil (‘97). But A Perfect 
World has far more to offer than it’s 
given credit for: its handling of the 
themes of murder, innocence and 
flawed order are not as assured as 
Unforgiven, but its ambitions are com- 
plicated and it asks enough difficult 
questions to engage us long after the 


credits roll. It also features the finest | 


performance of Kevin Costner, anoth- 
er strong and silent director-star, 
though one who hasn’t fared nearly 


as well (and whose recent western | 


was a sad joke next to Unforgiven). 

Set in 1963, Costner plays Butch 
Haynes, a smooth-talking yet moral- 
istic Texas convict who busts out of 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


thought were the year's 10 best the- 

atre productions seems to indicate it 
is—only four of the shows I picked 
required the services of more than two 
actors and only two of them had a cast 
| size larger than four. Four of my selec- 
tions are one-person shows. That's a 
form I’ve always had a special fond- 
ness for (perhaps partly due to the fact 
that my own training was in deliver- 
ing monologues), but I was especially 
| excited to see how inventive and 
freshly conceived those four shows 
were. Plays like Dream Life, Provenance 
| and Underneath the Lintel tried to be 
| much more than simple storytelling 
| sessions; they were true theatrical epics 
that used a single performer as a con- 
duit for themes and emotions as big as 
the whole wide world. 

Here’s my complete list. 


[ smaller better? My list of what I 


prison, takes a small boy hostage, | 


murders his sickly lump of a co- 
escapee and seems to simply drive 


around in great dusty circles while | 


pursued by Eastwood's prickly old 
Texas Ranger. The establishing scenes 


feel contrived, yet once the film set- | 


tles into its rhythm the relationship 
between Butch and the kid (who 
spends half the movie in a ghost cos- 
tume) becomes unpredictable and 
deeply unsettling. Like Butch, East- 


wood seems to be circling around | 


something without quite hitting on 
it. The film offers some potentially 
facile statements (for instance, be 
good to kids or they’ll grow up to be 
bad). But what the kid learns in his 
directionless journey with Butch 
seems to impress upon him a foggy 
moral universe and a greater sense of 
the outside world than he would 
have ever experienced otherwise. © 


CLINT EASTWOOD RETRUSPECTIVE 
Fistful of Dollars (Jan 2 at 

7pm, Jan 4 at 7pm, Jan 5 at 7pm) ¢ For 
a Few Dollars More (Jan 3 at 7pm, Jan 4 
at 9 pm, Jan 5 at 9pm) * Unforgiven 
(Jan 2 at 9pm) @ A Perfect World (Jan 3 
at 9:30pm) ¢ Zeidler Hall, The Citadel « 
Metro Cinema * 425-9212 


| 1. Someone Who'll Watch 
| Over Me 
| John Kirkpatrick’s Fringe produc- 
| tion of Frank McGuinness’s intense 
| comedy/drama about three men try- 
ing to stave off boredom and hold 
onto their sanity while being held 
hostage in a small, cramped room 
somewhere in Beirut was easily the 
| most overwhelming experience I 
| had at the theatre all year. Jeff Page 
(as an angry American) and James 
MacDonald (as a whimsical Irish- 
man) were both terrific, but it was 
Charlie Tomlinson’s transcendental- 
ly good performance as the man 
who only appears to be the most 
emotionally fragile member of the 
group that I'll remember most. 

2. Jimmy, Créature de Réve 

Ron Jenkins brought Marie Bras- 
sard’s performance piece to town last 
winter for a limited run as part of 
Workshop West’s Kaboom! festival— 
and the handful of theatregoers who 
caught it were treated to one of the 
strangest, funniest, most utterly 
unclassifiable plays in years. This 
story of a gay hairdresser who under- 
goes constant torments and upsetting 
metamorphoses while inhabiting the 
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dreams of a troubled French actress 
contained one heartstopping 
moment after another, the most spec- 
tacular being an apparent technical 
foul-up that turned out to be the 
year’s most daring coup de théatre 

3. Underneath the Lintel 

Andy Curtis did dazzling work as 
an anal-retentive Dutch librarian 
whose investigation into a wildly over- 
due library book turns imperceptibly 
into a quest for the existence of God 
in the Canadian premiere of Glen 
Berger's enchanting off-Broadway hit. 
The play is full of clever wordplay and 
even cleverer plotting, but it’s never 
content to be merely clever—and Cur- 
tis’s impeccable performance con- 
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veyed the full range of sadness and joy 
this wonderful character finds himself 
feeling, perhaps for the very first time. 

4. The Margin of the Sky 

The best new Edmonton play of 
the year was Stewart Lemoine’s love 
letter to Los Angeles—seemingly one 
of the least Lemoinian cities on the 
planet. At first, as Ron Pederson 
pairs up with Leona Brausen and Jeff 
Haslam banters with Cathy Derkach, 
the play seems like nothing more an 
airily charming trifle. But a key 
reversal late in the action turns the 
entire thing on its head; everything 
we've seen, sadly, turns out to be 
airier than we thought. One of 
Lemoine’s all-time best. 

5. The Anger in Ernest and 
Ernestine 

As directed by Tracy Carroll, this 
absolutely pitch-perfect production 
of Theatre Columbus's oft-performed 
domestic comedy about a pair of 
nerve-frayed newlyweds was my sec- 
ond-favourite show from last sum- 
mer’s Fringe. Real-life couple George 
Szilagyi and Sharla Matkin gave two 
of the most focussed, committed 
and yet unbridled comic perfor- 
mances I saw all year. Truthfully, I 
feel like I owe them an apology—I 
laughed so hard at this show, I think 
I became kind of a distraction. 

6. Lysistrata 

The other big laugh-fest for me in 
2003 was Studio Theatre’s uproarious 
take on Aristophanes's bawdy antiwar 
classic. I’ve sat through a lot of long, 
dull plays at the Timms Centre over 
the years, and so it was a particular 
pleasure to see a production there 


that was this much fun, so full of life, 
so gleefully raunchy, so full of irrever- 
ence towards its source material and 
so able to communicate the sheer joy 
of performing to its audience. 

7. 17 Dogs 

The first act is stronger than the 
second act (as with Respectable, play- 
wright Ron Chambers seems to have 
had trouble deciding how to end the 
damn thing), but this fast-paced tale 
of the battle between innocence and 
corruption set in a junkyard so 
remote it’s like the last outpost on the 
edge of civilization has all the tangy 
dialogue, vividly drawn characters 
and passionate, comic rage at the 
putrid, unfair state of the world that 
characterizes Chambers’s best work. 

8. The Unexpected Man 

Perhaps the most underrated play 
of 2003 was Shadow Theatre’s produc- 
tion of Yasmina Reza’s highbrow two- 
hander about a woman and the 
world-famous author whose book she’s 
reading who find themselves sitting 
opposite one another on a train to 
Frankfurt and spend most of the play ~ 
thinking about speaking to each other 
instead of actually doing so. The mate- 
tial is fairly arid on the page, but John 
Sproule and Coralie Cairns’s sparkling 
chemistry gave it flesh. A gem. 

9. Dream Life 

Chris Craddock’s offbeat mono- 
logue contains two fairly uninterest- 
ing supporting characters (an 
obsessed stalker and a little boy with 
a depressed mother) and one 
absolutely fascinating central figure, 
an actor named Chris who mysteri- 
ously acquires the godlike ability not 
only to read people’s minds but heal 
injured psyches as well—and thee 
falls into an equally mysterious 
coma from which he narrates the 
entire play. It’s the rare play that’s at 
once wildly fantastical and yet 
deeply personal. 

10. Provenance 

Ronnie Burkett’s latest play is a 
gorgeous mess, full of wild tone 
shifts, unlikely plot developments 
and a shaky central theme. (Surely 
our responses to beautiful art and 
beautiful people are very different 
things.) And yet Burkett’s dazzling 


skills as an actor, an artisan anda" 


puppeteer gave Provenance an amaz- 
ing feeling of unity—especially in vir- 
tuoso scenes like a stylized flashback 
to a wartime trauma, or the out-of- 
the-blue musical number by a roller- 
skating monkey named Plato. © 
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_Art attack and fine 


-My fears about 
Edmonton’s art 
scene were’ 
unfounded 


By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


» en I began writing art reviews 
for Vue just over a year ago, I 
was scared stiff. | would wake 


up in a cold sweat worried I'd have 
nothing to say. “Edmonton is not a 
large city,” I fretted. staring into the 
night. “Where will I find enough 
interesting shows to review week 
after week, for months on end?” 

A few weeks passed and, miracu- 
lously I managed to scrape by. “Begin- 
ner’s luck,” I decided. But somehow, 
month after month, great shows just 
kept cropping up—and I began to see 
Edmonton in a new light, as a won- 

wedierland of interesting art. Better still, 
the shows I was discovering were not 
in the major galleries. Nearly all of 
them were by artists who have rarely 


attracted media attention, yet their- 


stories were truly captivating. 

Among the many wonderful artists 
I've had the privilege to*meet over the 
past year, I will never forget Katarah 
Vedda and Naomi Marathalingam. 


Brian Webb 


DANCE COMPANY 


r Theatre 


Both came to Edmonton from differ- 
ent ends of the globe. Their art (which 
was displayed, respectively, at the 
P.L.T.S. Gallery and Fringe Gallery) 
shares a gentle intensity. It is like an 
invitation to get to know them inti- 
mately, beyond the polite trivia of 
conversation. 


VEDDA WAS A CHILD when she came 
to Canada from Poland. She could 
only speak a few words of English, like 
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“yes,” “no” and “umbrella.” She felt 
cut off, like someone imprisoned 
behind a wall of silence. She began to 
observe people’s bodies and realized 
then that a simple gesture of the hand 
could tell her more than words. She 
began to draw mysterious drawings of 
figures that emerge from a bounteous 
darkness filled with secrets. “ 

One of the concealed currents 
that surfaces in Vedda’s work is a sub- 
tle stream of sexuality. “In our culture, 
sexuality as sacred and beautiful is not 
focused on,” she explains. “It is made 
to seem blatant, shoved in your face. 
People don’t process it as something 
soft and intimate and playful.” 
Vedda’s delicately erotic photographs 
and drawings are decidedly not Pent- 


ailable at TIX on the Square 
ithesquare.ca 
by phone at 780.420.1765 


house versions of sexuality. They don’t 
zoom in on erogenous zones as if that 
covered the subject thoroughly. In 
fact, Vedda’s art retains all that Pent- 
house leaves out. “People crave a sense 
of intimacy and yet fear being vulner- 
able,” she says. “I see sexuality as the 
need to touch and hold someone else. 
It’s a desire for connection.” 


NAOMI MARATHALINGAM also 
came to Canada as a child. “When I 
came here, I was not equipped,” she 
says. “Everything is so fast moving. I 
was the outsider...” Marathalingam 
pauses for a moment. “But we are al] 
outsiders,” she adds softly. In her 
childhood home of Sri Lanka, life 
was lived differently. “I had time to 
dream,” she says. “That’s what I 
remember—endless days.” 

Over time, Marathalingam 
became fully Canadian, ‘but a part of 
her still yearns for a different world. 
Once in a while she just has to pick 
up her bags and go. Three years ago 


she went to Peru and climbed up to 
Machu Picchu. “It turned out to be 
the most physically, emotionally and 
spiritually challenging experience,” 
she says. “I was climbing 12 hours a 
day; putting one foot in front of the 
other. That simple task was freeing 
my mind. I was thinking thoughts 
that I was afraid to think about. It’s 
like a precipice you come over. ” After 
hours of arduous climbing, she 
turned a corner she saw a young 
Peruvian boy. “He was leaning 
against a little fence,” she recalls tear- 
fully. “We didn’t exchange any 


words.” Marathalingam took out 
camera and took a picture of hj 
Looking at him from behind ¢ 
camera she saw her own eyes: t 
eyes of all people who grow up in ¢ 
remote corners of the world. 

As I run into art like that maj 
by Marathalingam and Vedda in 
weekly treks across the city, I feel |i 
Alice in Wonderland, discovering 
cinating new worlds around ey 
corner. Now, if I wake up at night 
to worry that I will have to miss w 
by wonderful artists whose stori 
would dearly love to relate. © 


theatre 
notes 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Performance art 


| see a lot of plays (to say the least), and 
every year many of my favourite perfor- 
mances were in shows that didn’t make it 
onto my list of the so-called “10 best plays 
of the year.” And so | always like to make 
an ancillary list of 20 memorable perfor- 
mances, large and small, from the year’s 
other productions as a way of providing a 
broader picture of all the fine theatrical 
work that goes on in Edmonton, not just 
in 2003 but every single year. Plus, it’s a 
handy way to fill up the Theatre Notes 
space in a week when hardly anybody is 
putting on plays for me to write about. 

I'm still leaving a lot of people out, 
but here’s my list, in alphabetical order: 

Jeremy Baumung in Dead Man 
Talking, doing a harrowing, nearly 
wordless recreation of the morning he 
almost died from meningitis—and an 
equally convincing account of his diffi- 
cult recovery from the brink of death; 

Darcy Bruce, perhaps the most 
exciting talent to have emerged at the 
Fringe in the last couple of years, playing 
five fresh, fully realized Comic characters 
in his one-man show Caketown; 

Paul Morgan Donald, whose droll, 
down-to-earth presence and effortless 
singing style in Songs for a Dark Lady 
made the sonnets of William Shakespeare 
seem as immediate and relevant and 
wryly observant about the nature of love 
as anything being written 400 years later; 

Clarice Eckford, an unpredictable, 
fascinating young actor—she’s sort of 
like Scarlett Johansson on speed—who 
continues to come into her own with 


performances like the one she gave in 
the omnibus Fringe show Change Room; 

Matthew Edison, doing a shrewd 
bit of acting in Amadeus at the Citadel, 
and giving us a Mozart who’s neither 
as dumb nor as naive as Salieri initially 
believes-him to be; 

Katharine Ford, whose sublimely 
funny work as Mary Ann, the ultimal> 
jellyfish, in Studio Theatre’s production 
of George Walker's Better Living in many 
ways gave the entire show its backbone; 

Richard Gishler, perfectly captur- 
ing the mix of ego, vanity and good- 
humoured despair that characterizes 
actors who never quite made it big 
and realize they probably never will, in 
David Belke’s That Darn Plot; 

Michele Vance Hehir, playing a 
monstrous production assistant whose 
hilariously sadistic behaviour toward 
Tippi Hedren on the set of The Birds man- 
aged to outdo anything Alfred Hitchcock 
subjected her to, in Trevor Schmidt’s 
Fringe play The Hitchcock Blonde; 

Carolyn Hetherington, floating 
cheerily atop a raging storm of misun- 
derstandings, arguments and melodra- 
matic family revelations like a cork in an 
ocean, in Homeward Bound, a sophisti- 
cated comedy that was the most 
underrated Citadel show of the year; 

Ashleigh Ireland, gaping at the 
world around her with the widest, most 
vacant eyes in all of England, as the dim- 
bulb daughter Leona Brausen desperate- 
ly hopes to marry off, in Jana O'Connor's 
very funny Jane Austen spoof “Nonsense 
and Insensibility,” from Panties in Shorts; 

Rachael Johnston, taking the 
much less “attention-getting” role in 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch and yet 
somehow making the audience notice 
everything she did and every emotion 
registering on her face; 

Caroline Livingstone in Stop Kiss, 
making awkward jokes as she tenderly 
helps her new lover, Beth Graham, get 
ready to check out of the hospital after 
being nearly beaten to death—and 
silently wondering if she’s up to the 
task of nursing this woman back to 
health and meeting the first real chal- 


lenge she’s ever faced in her life, ; 

James MacDonald, also wonderi 
if he’s ready to face the enormous c 
lenges before him in the title role in He 
V, an untried king whose often boy 
demeanour and private moments of 5 
doubt are balanced by a ruthless will; 

Jenny Mawhinney, giving a t 
-tured, sympathetic performance as o 
of thosé nice girls who for some inexp 
able reason always wind up dating a 
holes, in The Shape of Things; 

Maralyn Ryan in The Woman 
Cooked Her Husband, exhibiting su 
palpable pain and anger at the ne 
that her husband is leaving her fo! 
younger woman, that it almost thre 
ened to derail the comedy; 

Vanessa Sabourin as Helena in 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, careeni 
from lovelorn despair to imperious ouff 
rage in way that managed to bé ev 
funnier than her costume—and thal 
saying a lot; 

Jan Alexandra Smith, assumi 
the role of Mrs. Cratchit in A Christ! 
Carol, and delivering a startlingly sha 
rebuke to her husband for even dari 
to suggest that they should drink 
*the health of Ebenezer Scrooge 
moment that really does seem to ha 
years of pent-up anger, poverty a 
frustration behind it; 

Stephanie Wolfe, in the ea! 
hours of the Die-Nasty Soap-a-Tho 
doing an inspired, viciously satiric 
impression of Meg Ryan as a pampe 
airhead so drunk on her own adora 
ditziness she can barely stand up straig 

John Wright, in A Skull in Co 
nemara, smashing skulls with tot 
gleeful abandon—and then, in a chi 
ing yet hilariously inevitable abou 
face, darkly contemplating bringi 
down his hammer on the head of h 
callow young co-worker Daniel Arno! 

Dana Wylie, singing a dozen Edi 
Piaf songs in Tempo de Java at t 
Fringe—not the way Piaf would si 
them, but the way a lonely, isolat 
prairie girl might imagine herself singi 
them as she listens to her fathe 
scratchy old Piaf records on the stereo. 
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.@yue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


\LLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AB STUDIO GALLERY See What's Happening 
wey 

D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103-95 
61-3427) * Group show featuring artworks by 
ers of the Centre * Until Feb. 4 


BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
39-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm « A VIEW 
DERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! Bergstrom; 
arch ¢ THE DEAD DOG DOGMA SERIES: 

gs by Christ! Bergstrom; through january 


ONTON ART GALLERY See What's Happening 
town 

SION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI University 
jon Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) » Open 

hu 8:30am-8pm; Fri 9:30am-4:30pm, Sat 9am- 
* Artworks by graduating students; until Jan. 21 


i 
7 DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
Wed 10am-6pm; Thu-Fri 10am-9pm, Sat 

-6pm; Sun 12-Spm ° Eskimo soapstone 

gs, mother and child by Salia Kelly. West 

indian and Eskimo silver and gold jewellery 

Was ® Until Jan, 31 


E GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 

i) © Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * UNFINISHED 
fae Paintings and drawings by Paddy Lamb Jan. 
‘E> Opening reception: Sat, Jan. 10 (3-Spm) 


RY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16A, Spruce 

Me (962-9505) © Open Tue-Sun 11-Spm, anytime 
ointment © Work by local artists Beth Coulas, 
mmins, Henry de Jager and Mary Masters 


OURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « 
Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * ANY PRE- 

IS GIRL: A retrospective of Violet Owen's artworks * 
g-feb, 7 * Opening reception: Jan. 8 (7:30-10pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
University Ave (433-5807) * Open: Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 
* CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE: Group show Until 
Jan. 29 


LATITUDE 53 See What's Happening Downtown 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, East Entrance, 
8440-112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, 
Sat-Sun 1-8pm * THE BED SHOW: Handcrafted beds 
and furniture created by Susan Owen Kagan and Ken 
Macklin. In support of the Artists on the Wards pro- 
gram * Until Jan. 18 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 10am- 
4pm * SKY FORMS; SEA AND PRAIRIE: Artworks by 
Dave Moore; until Jan. 5 * SYSTEME: Multimedia 
works that explore unique systems in conjunction with 
La Féte des Toilettes; Jan. 8-Mar, 5 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE 5411-51 St, 
Stony Plain * OFFERINGS: Artworks by Fiona Connell * 
Opening reception; Fri. Jan. 9 (7pm); Cabin Fever con- 
cert with John Gandi on acoustic guitar and cello 
(8pm) * $6 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) © SITTING PRETTY-LA FETE DES TOI- 
LETTES; until Feb. 2 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9702- 
111 Ave (488-0255) * DECK THE WALLS: Artworks by 
adults with developmental disabilities 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open: Sat-Thu-9am-Spm, Fri 9am- 
9pm * TEDDY BEARS ARE BACK; Until Feb. 16 © 
FORGED IN FIRE: 19TH CENTURY FIREARMS IN ALBERTA: 
Until Jan. 11 © BIG THINGS 2: Featuring large-scale 
sculptures by the artists of the North Edmonton 
Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 30, 2004 * THE ROOK- 
IE; Photographics of Wayne Gretzky; until Jan. 14 ¢ 
SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: 
Spans 11,000 years and 500 generations, people of 
the past and present, recordings, film, lights, artifacts 
and more. Permanent exhibit * THE NATURAL HIS- 
TORY GALLERY: * BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate dis- 


play. Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted 
birds, Permanent exhibit « TREASURES OF THE EARTH: 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit « WILD ALBER- 
TA GALLERY: Permanent exhibit * A TO Z AT THE 
MUSEUM: Every Sat (9am-11am): family-fun drop-in 
program 

PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
St. Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10-Spm; Thu 
10am-8pm * CAPTIVATING COMMODE: Three lavato- 
fies created by Gemport, Nicole Galellis, Paul 

Freeman; Jan. 8-Mar. 5 * SYSTEME: Artworks by Nicole 
Galellis, Daryl Ry¥dman, Margaret Witschl; Jan. 8-Mar. 5 
* Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 8 (7-9pm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SNAP GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444- 
1024) » Work by J. Yardley-Jones and Gregg Johnson, 
acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo Kubo and 
Jacqueline Stenberg 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 
Jasper Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm * 
Paintings by Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, Bridgit 
Tumer, Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * GAIA: HER FORM: Photography, sculpture 
and paintings of the female form by Robert Todrick, 
Alan Henderson, and Sharon Moore-Foster * jan. 8- 
Feb. 7 * Opening reception: Jan. 8 (7:30-9:30pm) 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS See What's Happening Downtown 


THE 12 DAYS OF POETRY « O’Bymne’s, 10616-82 
Ave; jan. 6, Jan. 7, Jan. 8 (7pm) * Steeps, College 
Plaza, 11116-82 Ave; Fri, jan. 9 (7pm) * Whitemud 
Crossing Library, Whitemud Shopping Ctr, 145, 
4211-106 St; Sun, Jan. 11 (2pm) « Stanley Milner 
Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq; Tue, Jan. 13 (7pm) 
* Hellenic Hall, 10450-116 St; The Grande Finale: 
Featuring eleven poets, tribute to Robbie Burns by Tim 
Cusack; Rault Brothers; Sat, Jan. 24 (7pm); $10 
(adv)/$12 (door); tickets available at Greenwoods’ 
Bookshoppe, Volume II Books 


| LIVE COMEDY | 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne St, St. 
Albert * Every Sun (8pm): Sunday Night Funnies with 
spiritual detective, Barbara May and guest 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) © Cory Harding; Jan. 2-3 (Fri, 8:30pm) * 
Attila Kun; Jan. 9-10 (Fri, 8:30pm) 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Fargo’s Laugh- 
a-Lot Comedy ¢ Every Sun 


RED’S WEM (481-6420) * Hypno Sundays 


BURLESQUE 11315-106 Ave (454-0583) © Presented 
by Azimuth Theatre * By Jocelyn Ahif, Belinda 
Comish, Celina Stachow * The story of Lydia 
Thompson, the 19th century British actress who 
brought burlesque to North America, told in the style 
of an old burlesque show with songs, dance and lots 
of leg ¢ Jan. 9-25 ¢ $15 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior/Equity); pay-what-you-dare Sat mati- 
nees; Two-for-one tuesdays * Tickets available by 
phone at 454-0583 


CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketches 
performed by Rapid Fire Theatre’s top improvisers * 
Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of each month 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave © Jeff 
Haslam, Stephanie Wolfe, Mark Meer, Josh Dean, 
Davina Stewart and Leona Brausen celebrate the 13th 
season of Edmonton’s legendary live improvised soap 
opera by spoofing the ‘SOs melodramas of Douglas 
Sirk and Grace Metalious * Every Monday (8pm) 


GILLIAN’S ISLAND Jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM 
(484-2424) * A 10th-anniversary revival of this parody 
of the ‘60s TV series Gilligan's Island, about a crew of 
hapless sailors and their mismatched passengers who 
are washed ashore on a deserted tropical island during 
a violent storm * Until Jan. 25 * Tickets available by 
phone 


INDIANA BONES AND THE RETURN OF HELMUT 
SCHMELMUT Celebrations Dinner Theatre, Oasis 
Entertainment Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) « 
Daredevil archaeologist Indiana Bones must save the 
day yet again when his archrival Helmut Schmelmut 


Vid ¥ 


our free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday 
)) aa 


| 
i CLUBS/LECTURES 


| ACTIVE PEN: EFFECTIVE LETTER WRITING 
CHANGE Room SUB-011 Student's Union 

ing, U of A (488-5999) « Presented by the 

en's International Leaque for Peace and Freedom 

in. 6 (7-8:30pm) * Free 


DIFFICULT LIFE AND DANGEROUS OPINIONS 
IETRO GIANNONE Henry Marshall Tory Building, 
1 TBW-2, U of A Campus (488-3968) ¢ Lecture 
ented by the Edmonton Mediterranean Institute 
Nicholas Wickenden * Thu, Jan. 8 (7:30pm) 


IONTON COALITION AGAINST WAR AND 
LISM (E.C.A.W.A.R.) Mennonite Centre for 
comers, WWW.wage-peace.org (988-2713) * 
eral meeting ¢ Sun, Jan. 11 (7-9pm) 


INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE See What's 
pening Downtown 


RTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORKING 
POUP See What’s Happening Downtown 


OSE U.S. NATIONAL MISSILE DEFENSE COM- 

E Roots, www.wage-peace.org (988-2713) * 
ning meeting presented by the Edmonton 
ton Against War and Racism (E.C.A.W.A.R.) © Sat, 
3 (3-Spm) or visit www.wage-peace.org 


£.$. EDMONTON (433-2932) ¢ Storytelling 
ation: every 2nd Fri (8pm) * The oral tradition of 
elling (be a listener or a storyteller) 


TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
DEN SAMTEN LING 11403-101 St (479-0014) « 
about Tibetan Buddhism and meditation with 
ok Dhamchoe of Namgyal Monastery in India ¢ 
Tues (7-9pm): beginners * Every Wed (7-9pm) 
Sun (11am-1pm): advanced 


CE FOR ANIMALS See What's Happening 


Violet 
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Any Precious Girt 


UEER LISTINGS 


AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter 
of the international organization of Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES See What's Happening 
Downtown 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go-go boys * 
Every Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, 
Code Red ¢ No membership needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support commu- 
nity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) * 
Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) ¢ An organization for gay men and les- 
bians in business and their non-gay friends to share 
business knowledge, learn, make friends and network 
in a positive, proud space where being yourself is the 
norm 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) See What's 
Happening Downtown 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY See 
What's Happening Downtown 


ICARE See What's Happening Downtown 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB See What's Happening 
Downtown 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus, 
www.ualberta.ca/—cled/eps/AgapeVerdana.htm * 
Monthly meetings for campus-based organization for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and 
support staff of the U of A to network and socialize in 
a supportive environment (fall and winter terms). 
Contact Kris Wells (kwells@ualberta.ca) or Marjorie 
Wonham (mwonham@ualberta.ca) for info 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 


Owen 


Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) « 
Every Sun (7pm): Worship services. Serving the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE www.connect. ab.ca/livepos (488- 
5768) ¢ Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society. 
Peer-facilitated support groups, peer counselling * 
Daily drop-in 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.licna.org (426-0905) 
* A spiritual community which gathers monthly for 
sharing, friendship, individual support and a safe space 
for our own spiritual questions 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices + 
Practices every Mon and Thu 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina- 
tional church services 


PFLAG See What's Happening Downtown 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877- 
882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and 
the gay and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second 


Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


THE ROOST See What's Happening Downtown 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL See What's Happening 
Downtown 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
See What's Happening Downtown 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Sun- 
Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 « Gay nightclub. Every Sun-Tue 
(7-12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every Wed: game show. 
Every Fri: free pool. Every weekend: open stage, dance 
with Dj Arrow Chaser * No membership needed 
YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH See What's 
Happening Downtown 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


DISCOVER THE DANCE AND MUSIC OF INDIA See 
What's Happening Downtown 


ICE ON WHYTE FESTIVAL 2003 Micintyre Park, 83 
Ave, between 103 and 10% St (439-9166) www.old- 
strathcona.ca * Presented by the Old Strathcona 
Business Association and local business sponsors * Ice 
sculpting for children in the Small Fry Chippers 
Pavilion: weekends; ice dance skating: weekday 
evenings and weekends; holiday entertainment: week- 
day evenings and weekends * Until Jan. 4 (9am-9pm) 
° Free 


TREE OF MEMORIES Beechmount Cemetery, 12420- 

104 St, and Edmonton Cemetery Mausoleum, 11820- 

107 Ave (496-6983) * Remembering lost loved ones at 
Christmas * Until Jan. 9 


ARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) © Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed- 
Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 


BILLY BOB’S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Rd (484-7755) * Every Thu (9pm): Musica 
Thursdays: Music trivia with Escapade Entertainment ¢ 
Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm): Karaoke with Escapade 
Entertainment 


BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) * Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 

CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) « 
Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 

CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) © Every Fri 
(10pm) 

DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every 
Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with Dee Dee 

DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) * Every 
Wed/Sun 

FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody Ke 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Every 
Tue/Wed: with Dj] Gord 


HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods 
(462-0468) © Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 


reappears on the scene, once again bent on world 
destruction in this musical spoof of the Raiders of the 
Lost Ark series of adventure films * Until Jan. 31 (Sat 
6:15pm, Sun 5:15pm) * $43.95 (Wed, Thu, 
Sun)/$49.95 (Fri, Sat)/$20 (child 12 and under)/free 
(child under 2) * New Year's Eve: $79.95, Includes 
party favours, glass of champagne at midnight, mid- 
night snack, dance with D).after the play 


THE INNOCENTS La Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St eg 
(420-1757) © Presented by Leave it to Jane Theatre ¢ 

Jan. 9-18 (Spm Mon-Sat, 2pm Sun) * $18 (adult)/$15 
(student/senior/Equity) * Tickets available at TIX on 

the Square 


LITTLE JACK HORNER The Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave, South West entrance 
(481-5964) An old English traditional pantomime 
presented by Alberta's St. George of England Society * 
Sat, Jan. 3 (7.30pm); Sun, jan. 4 (2pm); Fri, Jan. 9 
(7.30pm); Sat, Jan. 10 (7.30pm); Sun, Jan. 11 (2pm) ¢ 
$12 (adult)/$5 (child under 12) 


ROCKIN’ VEGAS Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483- 
4051) * A high-energy musical revue celebrating the 
music of Frank Sinatra, Elvis Presley, Liberace, Neil 
Diamond, Wayne Newton and other performers asso- 
ciated with Las Vegas ¢ Until Feb, 22 * Tickets avail- 
able at Mayfield Dinner Theatre box office * New 
Year's Eve: $135 (includes dinner and show) 


SURVIVAL: THE IMPROVISATION GAME The Third 
Space, 11516-103 St (424-6304) « Live, competitive 

improvisational comedy with “an element of danger” 

* jan. 2, 9, 30 * $5 » Tickets available at the door 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(448-0695) ¢ Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre « 
Teams of improvisers create sketches on the spot 
based on audience suggestions, and have the results 
evaluated by a team of heartless judges * Every Fri 
(11pm) * Tickets available by phone 


THE WELL BEING Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway 
Boulevard (431-1750/420-1757) « Part of Catalyst 
Theatre's Blind Dates With Theatre * The South 

African theatre troupe Mouthpeace Theatre uses 

mime, text, a watermelon and a stage covered in 
newsprint to tell a fable about love, grace, injustice, a 
porpoise and two frogs * jan. 7-11, 13-15 (8pm) « 

$21 (adult)/$16 (student) * Tickets available at TIX on, 
the Square ~~ 


INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) * 
Every Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 
JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) * Every Sat 
(9pm) 
KELLY’S 11540 jasper Ave (451-8825) ¢ Every 
Sun/Wed (9pm) 
LB.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 
LEGENDS 6104-172 St (481-2786) * Every Wed 
(9pm) 
MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) * 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 
MICHAEL’S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) © Every 
Mon: with Jammin’ jamie 
ORLANDO'S I 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every Sun 
(9pm)/Wed (10pm) 
ORLANDO'S ff 13509-127 St (451-7799) © Every 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 
OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454- 
0667) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time 
Entertainment 
ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Daily 
(9pm) 
ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 St (482-5152) « 
Every Wed/Sat (9pm) 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10315-124 St (482-1600) 
* Daily (9:30pm) 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) « 
Every Sun (9pm): with Scott 
SILVER BULLET 4704-97 St (437-6203) * Every Wed 
(8pm) 
STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 
TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat 
(9pm) 
WOODY’S 11725 Jasper Ave, upstairs (488-6636) * 
Every Sun/Tue (7pm-midnight): with Terrance; every 
Mon/Wed (7pm-midnight): with Annie 
YESTERDAY'S 112, 205 Carnegie Dr (459-0259) « 
Every Tue (9pm) 


& 
ART oF DowntT? 


ane 


DOWNTOWN 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
www.edmontondowntown.com 


GALLERIES/MUSEU 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3rd Floor, 
Knol Building, 10217-106 St (423-2966) 
* Open Thu 5-8pm or by appointment « 
Artworks by Ryan Brown, Jeff Collins, 
Aaron Pederson, Tim Rechner, Paul 
Roberts, Gabriela Rosende, Greg Swain, 
Anna Szul, Eugene Uhuad and guests 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) « Open 
Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-5pm; Thu 
10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am-5pm. 
Closed Mon * STORYBOARD: until Feb. 8 
© THE OTHER LANDSCAPE; until Feb. 15 « 
GODZILLA VS. SKATEBOARDERS; until Feb. 
22 ¢ KIM ADAMS AND DAVID HOFFOS; 
until Feb. 22 © CRAIG LEBLANC WORK 
FROM THE SOPHOMORE JINX; until Feb. 
22 ¢ CHILDREN’S GALLERY: BECOME: 
Curated by Don Moar * $15 © $12/$10 
(student/senior), $5 (children 6-12)/free 
(member/children 5 and under) 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) 
* MAIN SPACE: SPECTRONIC ESPERANTO: 
Paintings by Loren Spector; Jan. 9-Feb. 7 
* PROJEX ROOM: EXUBERANT NOTIONS: 
Fibre-based, 3D drawings by Richard 
Boulet * UNINVITED GUESTS: Montreal 
performance artists Jean Francois Prost 
and Marie Suzanne Desilets; Jan. 9-Feb. 7 
* Opening reception: Jan. 9 (7-11pm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 
St (426-4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am- 
Spm; Sat Noon-Spm * Blown glass 


sculptures by BC and Alberta artists 
including Mark Gibeau, Arte Vargas, 
Susan Gottselig and Marcia de Vicque ¢ 
Until January * ALTERNATIVE 
EXHIBITION SPACES: * HOTEL 
MacDONALD: Acrylic paintings by Steve 
Mitts © OXFORD TOWER LOBBY: Oil 
paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller ¢ THE 
BELL TOWER: Acrylic paintings by Sheila 
Luck; watercolours by Glenda Beaver; 
blown glass by Arte Vargas, Mark Gibeau 
and Marcia de Vicque * WESTIN HOTEL 
LOBBY: Oil paintings by Audrey 
Pfannmuller * Until Jan. 29 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 
10030-107 St, Seventh Street Plaza, 
North Tower (425-6885) * Open Tue-Thu 
5:30-9pm or by appointment ¢ Artworks 
by David Seghers, Robert von Eschen, 
Eric Butterworth, Jeff Collins, Pamela How 
(Vilsec), Neil McClelland and Jacqui 
Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423- 
1492) * Open Tue-Sat (12-Spm)* * 
BETWEEN STATES: Printmaking artworks 
by Mark Bovey * Jan. 8-Feb. 7 « 
Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 8 (7-9pm) 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


THE INTERNATIONAL MARKETPLACE 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers, 100, 10010-107A Ave (423- 
9683/423-9684) © Information sessions 
Tue, Jan. 6, 13 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton Chamber 
of Commerce #600, 10123-99 St (426- 
4620) * Speaker Grace Baker presents 
Overcoming the Myth: I'm A Good 

Boss.... Therefore There IS No Confict! « Fri, 
Jan. 9 (6:45-8:30am) ¢ $2 


VOICE FOR ANIMALS St. joseph High 
School, 10830-109 St (490-0905) « 
Information session on animal rights and 
steps to reduce animal cruelty * Wed, 
Jan. 7 (7pm) © Free 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave 
(423-3487) © Jack Whyte reads from his 
new novel, Clothar the Frank ¢ Mon, Jan. 
5 (7:30pm) © Free 


QUEER LISTINGS 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St 
(423-5014) © Large tavern with pool 
tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW 
(GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St (488-0564) « 
Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual 
men that works toward preventing the 
spread of HIV by improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCI- 
ETY 105, 10550-102 St (488-5742) « 
Programs and support services for people 
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 


related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, 
support groups, harm reduction, educa- 
tion, advocacy and public awareness 
campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) « 
www. icarealberta.org * The Interfaith 
Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources and 
Education (formerly Interfaith Association 
on AIDS) provides spiritual support and 
connections for those affected by 
HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 
45, 9912-106 St * Meetings every second 
Thursday each month 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St 
(462-5958) ¢ Meetings every third 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm « 
Support/education for parents, families 
and friends of 
lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) « 
Open Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am 
* TUE: Hot Butt Contest (8pm-midnight) 
with DJ Janny ¢ WED: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro ¢ THU: 
Rotating shows: Ladonna’s review, Sticky’s 
open stage and the Weakest Link game 
second and last Thursday with Dj Jazzy « 
FRI: Upstairs—Euro Blitz: New European 
music with DJ Outtawak, Dj Jazzy and 
male stripper Downstairsfemale stripper 
* SAT: Every Sat like new years: 
Upstairs-Monthly theme parties with DJ 
Jazzy, new music with DJ Dan and Mike 
Downstairs—Retro music * SUN: Betty Ford 


Hangover Clinic Show Beer Bash; every 
long weekend with DJ Jazzy * Tue-Thu $) 
(member)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 
St (990-1818) © Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SupP- 
PORT GROUP egret@hotmail.com « 
Meetings every fourth Tuesday of the 
month ¢ Information and mutual support 
for transgendered people in an open, 
friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers 
drag queens/kings 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay 
and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St 
(488-3234) « 

www. yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat 
(7-9pm) * A facilitated social/support 
group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
gendered, straight and questioning youth 
under the age of 25 


| SPECIAL EVENTS | 


DISCOVER THE DANCE AND MUSIC t 
OF INDIA Stanley A. Milner Library 
Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (420- 
1757) ¢ Kriti Bhatnagar and friends « 
Tue, Jan. 6 (7-9pm) © $11/adult)/$8 
(senior/student)/$20 (family, 2 adults 1-3 
children under 16) © Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 


the quality of red onion skins, the thick 
of winter coats on coyotes and deer, 
the difference between sea and land td 
peratures in coastal areas. |, too, like to 
tor in clues like this with my astrologi 
evaluations. To gauge your prospects 
the coming months, I’ve gathered info: 
tion on eagle nests, the horns of mount 
goats, and cloud patterns over wild plat 
with no roads. | conclude that for you to 
in maximum harmony with cos 
rhythms in 2004, you should spend a lot! 
time wandering in the great outdoors. 


CB [AQUARIUS snz0-s0 


As an Aquarius, you have a tendency to 
ahead of your time. Sometimes that's 
asset, like when you readily embrace of 
changes that less adventurous people 4 
afraid of. But on other occasions it’s a liab 
ty, like when you figure out solutions to b 
ding problems that no one else is e 
aware of yet. | believe this kind of disjuncti 
will happen with regularity in 2004. Yo 
first reaction may be to feel frustrated. 
have the answer,” you'll feel like screamin 
at your cohorts, “to the question you peop 
desperately need to ask!” Here’s so 
advice about how to avoid this crazy-m@ 
ing situation: Accept the fact that it will ! 
just as important to sell your brilliant soluti 
as to come up with it in the first place. 


E> [PISCES —ras-ne 


After having dined at the Urasawa sushi } 
in Los Angeles, I’m prepared to give y! 
advice about your love life in 2004. It sho 
have a lot in common with the sake | dra 
there: delicate yet potent, so unique as to 
almost (but not quite) strange, enjoy? 
most when sipped slowly, and made fro 
individually polished grains of rice g°° 
next to sacred groves of sakaki trees and fé 
by an ancient underground spring. © 


windfall. No free money ever arrived, 
though, so she lodged a protest with a local 
consumer protection agency. Officials there 
in turn advised the horoscope show’s pro- 
grammers to issue a disclaimer stating that 
their predictions may not be 100 per cent 
accurate. | suppose | should make a similar 
announcement here, even though I’m pret- 
ty sure the prophecy I’m about to make will 
be fulfilled. If you vow to work smarter (not 
harder) and shed illusory hopes that free 
money might come your way unexpected- 
ly, you will get richer quicker in 2004. 


AML VIRGO sas 23-s22 


One of your most wonderful qualities is 
your aptitude for helping people. It’s also 
the part of your nature that is most likely 
to be abused by charming narcissists and 
charismatic manipulators. But in 2004, 
you will have a knack for freeing yourself 
from these oppressors. You'll be able to 
spot potential new ones from a mile away 
and you'll know how to break the hold 
that the old ones have on you. Take this 
pledge now: “I will serve only the smart, 
effective people who also serve me.” 


ST RILIBRA Sent 23-012 


| invite you to meditate on death not as the 
end of your actual physical life, but as a 
metaphor for killing off beliefs and habits 
that are outworn burdens. Once you’ve 
come to understand that this kind of death 
is an ally you'd be wise to have by your side 
all the time, you'll be able to enjoy the rest 
of this horoscope. Seriously, Libra. Don’t 
read on until you are convinced that the 
“good death” | described is an asset you 
want. Ready? Your assignment in the first 
two-thirds of 2004 is to die at least once 
every month. If you do it right—that is'to 
say, with grace and flair—you will be blessed 
with a glorious rebirth by next October. 


receptive to fresh intuitions about how to 
evaluate your ongoing evolution. 


PLGEMING ——sy2s-smn20 


My orphan friend Elektra has no idea when 
she was born and therefore doesn’t know 
what sign she is. While there are drawbacks 
to this, it has advantages, too. She celebrates 
her birthday once every month, for instance. 
She also reads all 12 of my horoscopes each 
week and heeds only the ones she likes. | 
suggest you adopt her approach in 2004, 
Gemini. To do so would make perfect astro- 
logical sense. This week you could act like an 
assertive, single-minded Aries. Next week 
you might want to be an organized and dis- 
ciplined Capricorn. By mid-January you 
could thrive on playing the part of a willful, 
mysterious Scorpio. All the world will be 
your stage in 2004. You should relish the 
host of roles available to you. 


SCORPIO 


Oct 23 - Nev 21 


Scorpio actress Chloe § wwigny has a 
unique relationship with the 10 com- 
mandments. Judging from the fact that 
she’s a Catholic who goes to mass, she 
seems to regard them as important. On 
the other hand, she told a Rolling Stone 
reporter, “| interpret the 10 command- 
ments pretty loosely. Actually, | interpret 
them in any way that helps me.” Sevigny’s 
approach won't work for you in 2004, 
Scorpio. If you want to align yourself har- 
moniously with cosmic forces, you should 
either take your moral code very seriously, 
or else abandon it altogether and find a 
new one you can totally commit to. 


pL SAGITTARIUS ns 20- vee 2 


Thirty-six-year-old Dale Peck is an author 
with an extremely high sense of self-worth. 
He has written several novels that he 
describes as “among the best books pub- 
lished in the last 10 years.” He has also 
penned many book reviews replete with 
caustic and derisive dismissals of modem lit- 
erary giants, including Faulkner, Nabokov, 
DeLillo, Barthelme, and Pynchon. He calls 
James Joyce’s Ulysses “diarrheic flow,” and 
rips Rick Moody as “the worst writer of his 
generation.” | bring Peck to your attention, 
Sagittarius, because | believe you should 
study him as a model of both what to do 
and what not to do in 2004. Aspire to 
achieve his abundant confidence, yes, but 
root it in self-love, not a contemptuous 
sense of superiority towards others. 


CAPRICORN se zz 


San Francisco Chronicle columnist Tom Sien- 
stra writes about the great outdoors. He 
sometimes makes long-term weather fore- 
casts by analyzing natural phenomena like 


| saw my Aries friend Alexis yesterday. 
“You're even more festive than the last time 
| saw you,” | told her. She had on red silk 
pants, a burgundy cashmere sweater, silver 
scarf, black snakeskin boots and beaded 
black tunic. | noticed several new piercings 
and a Hindu-style red dot on her forehead 
just above her eyes. She also happened to 
Be. carrying her snake, which was wrapped 
around her arm. “The older | get, the freer | 
am to hide nothing about how | really feel,” 
she replied. “It’s not even rebellion any 
more—it’s generosity. | have this sense that 
the world needs me to express my most 
extravagant self.” | nominate Alexis to be 
your patron saint in 2004, Aries. 


Cancerian actress Pamela Anderson has 
become a Sunday school teacher who reads 
the bible to kids. While some might wonder 
if the former Playboy centerfold has 
reformed and others might call her a hyp- 
ocrite, she told the BBC there’s no incon- 
gruity between her sexy image and her faith 
in God. | urge you to be inspired by Ander- 
son’s example in 2004, my fellow Crabs. You 
have the possibility of playing two different 
roles that many people imagine are incom- 
patible. Who cares what they think? You can 
definitely go both ways without being either 
a contradiction or a fake. 


PR TLD sr ts- sm 


Three weeks in a row, a Leo woman in 
Romania watched a TV horoscope show 
that assured her she would soon receive a 


How have you measured your progress over 
the years, Taurus? Report cards, diplomas, 
certificates and plaques? Pay raises, VIP 
..fsiends, new titles, and nicer cars? Or have 
your benchmarks of success been subtler, like 
rising levels of self-love, a growing capacity 
for intimacy, more robust health and friend- 
ships with people who bring out the best in 
you? Whatever signs you have relied on, | ask 
you to set them aside in 2004. Empty your 
mind completely so that you will be fully 
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your Classified ad in 
Carol at 426-1996. 


WANTED 
Weinger and “ice washers 
477-1012 


NLY $2500.00 obo 1988 MAZDA 626, 2.2L 
bo, 4 door, blue, alarm system, power doors, 
windows, sunroof, just replaced starter, new 
tires and exhaust system, 225,000 kms. 
Edmonton 780-428-2987 ask for Mike 


dance class 


BELLY DANCE CLASSES 
Beginner: Mon morning or Tues evenings. 
Starting Jan. 12. 488-0706. 


education 


LIVE YOUR DREAM. 

Stet today, apply for the March 04 
Dramatic Arts Program. 

The Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 


i 
1-866-231-8232. 


at 


furnished suites 


AWESOME LOCATION 
Spacious bachelor studios 
1 bdrm, 2 bdrm, Avail. Jan. 1. 428-9261 


help wanted 


Deliver Globe and Mail newspaper in the 
orning 2-3 hrs/day. Need small car. Northside 
Edmt and St. Albert. Cali Sukhi 975-3240. 


wel preg: son, 
Please call 907-0570. 


URGENT: FT STYLISTS Req.— 
Guar. . Abbotsfield Mall. 
Call @ 474-3333. 


usy nigeee hair salon requires full time assis~ 
ant and part-time receptionist. Please apply in 
person at 10536-124 St with resume. 


Be trained to work in the field Special Events, 
Bylaw, Airports, Casinos, Hotels. Up to $i4/nr. 
nt Call Hilltop Security Academy 452-1010. 


la 
to 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000s of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
atl correspondence. jobs guaranteed 
10762-82 Ave. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


psychics 


et your New Year's predictions @ the ic/Holistic 
a g tse re oes dacely Fri, Jan 9, aay 
at, Jan 10, NOON-9pm; Sun, jan 11, Neon-7pm. 
# adm with ad. Choose 7 teacups, palin, 
sige cards, clairvoyant readings, holisti 
individually priced, Readings start 
ound $40, To eettnds Sis 14-7072 also Private 
Readings 102-7603-104 Stand Jax Bean Stop 
Sherwood Park 


real estate 


‘UG Ready to Buy a Home? Time to Sell you Home? 
Call Linda Labrecque 483-4848 
Sutton Group-Challenge Realty 


music 


4,000 RECORDS 

3 33s, 45s, 785, _ 

Christmas, Fiddle, lots of variety. 
8812-118 Ave., 474-1157 


Spectatize i: 


WHardware and Software Issues 
Elimination and Cleanup of Viruses 


music instruments 


Strings & Winds 


Great Rental & Purchase Plans 
Violins, Violas, Cellos, Basses 
Guitars & Wind Instruments 
Lesson Referrals 

988 - 2352 www. bella-music.com 


14213 Stony Plain Rd. Edmonton TSN 3R4 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
466-3116 

Husic Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 

and percission. 

a ae focus on individual! 
ro , caring instructors 
with misc degre: 

quality music instruction since 1981. 


iy 


artist to artist 


FREE * FREE *FREE*FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 
words FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads 
of more than 20 words will be subject to regular 
price or cruel editing, Free ads run for four 
weeks depending on available space. For more 
into please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426- 
2889/e-m office®vue.ab.ca or drop it off at 
10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. 


artist to artist 


Sculptors! Association of Alberta next meeting, 
Jan. 14 (7:30pm) at the Kinsmen Club House 
(Located by the Kinsmen Rec Centre, next to the 
Tennis Courts) www.saa.ca or ph 432-1862. 


Youth Art Competition—-2004 Alberta Summer 
Games: Art competition Bano Funiy ter ages 
12-17. Exhibit your art work at the 2004 iberta 
Summer Games. Application and more informa- 
tion call (403) 938-3204 or tward@okotoks,ca 
Entry deadline February 2004 


Ever Heard “Silence in Stereo”? Now it can be 
seen too. Only at the “Red Strap” Art Market. 
97th and 103rd Ave. Look for the Strangely 
Artistic. 1 1am-6pm Tue-Sun 


Profiles Public Art Gallery 2005 Exhibition 
Program: Seeking proy artists 
working in all styles and mediums. For more 
info Contact Heidi Alther, Ph 460-4310, 
e-m: ahfheidi@telus.net 
Deadline: Sat, Mar. 13 (4pm) 


If you bi 
Classifi 


DO YOU HAVE AN ITEM TO SELL? 


CAR, FURNITURE, HOUSE, CONDO, SPORTING EQUIPMENT? 


a 2" x 2" ad in VUE WEEKLY 

s for 2 weeks at $50 per week, 
we will run your ad until the item sells!!! 
No matter how lon 


(some conditions app 


CALL CAROL ROBINSON AT 760-426-1996 FOR DETAILS 


artist to artist 


Looking for artists/bands to share large studio 
space with in 
Central Edmonton ph Brent at 918-2064 


—_$_—$—_—_—_—_—_——————————————————————— 
Jain the international Marketplace, Looking tor 
ethnic foods, craits, products. Come-to our tree 
info sessions Tuesday evenings 6pm, Jan. 6, 13 
at Mennonite Centre, {0010-107 Ave. Ph Allie 
at 423-9683 or 
e-m alam@emcn.ab.ca 


————— 
ACTORS NEEDED: Local independent action- 
thriller feature film seeking actors for supporting 
roles. Roles vary, crowd/action scenes, various 
days. Contact Ken @ 428-5657 for more info 


—_— 
Join the international Marketplace, Looking for 
ethnic foods, crafts, products. Come to our tree 
info sessions Tuesday evenings 6pm, Jan. 6, 13 
at Mennonite Centre, 10010-107A Ave. Ph Allie 

at 423-9683 or e-m alam@emcn.ab.ca 


International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination: Call for entries: Youth Video 

competition. Deadline: jan. 15, 2004. For info: 
Ph: 1-888-MARCH21, www.march21.R¢.ca 


Established country/rock band looking for lead 
guitarist with vocals. Call 780-525-8212 
——_——————— 
Male vocalist wanted for local rock band. Age 
18-26 with wide vocal range. Call Dave 962- 
6097 or Eric 886-3162 
——— FFF 
Christian musicians and vocalists wanted 
for weekly gospel coffee house. 

Friendly atmosphere. 447-4357 


—— 


help wanted 


Team Member- 
Part Time Required: 


Colorfast in Riverbend Square, 

Edmonton's finest photofinishing and 

portrait studio is currently seeking 

opens and Sy leat individuals 

i with a desire to learn and excel in a 
friendly environment 


We are currently hiring for the 
position of Team Me r—Part Time. 


Applicants should have proven 
excellence in retail sales, with an 
unbelievable aptitude for ‘best in 
class' customer service. They would 
also be willing to learn/already be 
proficient in Photoshop, portraiture, 
and exclusive retail sales. In return for 
the best job you've ever done, we 
offer you the following: 

* Flexibility and on site training 

© Excellent commission packages 


Although hours are flexible, you will 
be required to work most weekends, 
holidays and some evenings. 


Please forward your resume in person 
or online to: 

Cindy Gannon 

524 Riverbend Square, Edmonton 
780.430.8322 
cindy@riverbendcolorfast.com 


it takes. 


Ai v7 
Ving Co "pure 
er 


Bne-on-one,. Personalized Tutoring to Assist with your 
Sherali Computer, Internet Use 


\ wueweekty € p> 


NORTH BY NORTHEAST MUSIC FESTIVAL & 
CONFERENCE 2004 Attention all emerging 
music artists across Canada and throughout the 
world-this is your chance to submit to the 
North By Northeast Music Festival and 
Conierence (NXNE), the biggest and most 
prestigious music festival of its kind in North 
America. For information 
wwwsonicbids.com/nxne2004 
e-m: artists@sonicbids.com 


Established country/rock band looking for lead 
8212 


guitarist with vocals. Call 760-525 


Wanted: Steel guitar player and violi 

country/ lues band for live peric 

and CD recording. Fronted by female singer. 

Must be motivated” reliable, age not important 
Ph Arnold at 445-0114 


Wanted: Talented rhythm guitarist for 
country/rock/blues band for live performances 
and CD récording. Fronted by female singer. 
Must be motivated, reliable, age not important 
Ph Amold at 445-0114 


SF 
Wanted: Keyboardist for country/rock/blues for 
live performance, CD recording fronted by 
female singer. Must be motivated, reliable, age 
not important. Ph Arnold at 445-0114 


Looking for artists/bands to share large studio 
space located in Central Edmonton ph Brent at 
918-2064 


Looking for bongo drummer for Roxette and 
Sass Jordan covers. Ph Nancy 475-0679, #2 


EM-City Records Artist Development 
Depariment serking reacyvay ke Serious 
enquiries only 416-4635/416-4993 


Seeking all Musicians! Online Music 
Classifieds! www. TalentintheRaw.com 


COMPOSER NEEDED: Independent feature 
needs local composer/musician for film scc 
Must have own lahat demo reel. Piease 

contact Kenneth @ 428-5657, 12-10pr 


an 
Serious artist searches: pianist, percussion, 

bassist. For intense rock group. Must be willing 
to play original music. Ph Matt 975-5082 


Musician wanted for working hard rock band 
Vocals an asset. Needed immediately. Cail Trent 
913-4508 or 488-2697 


Wanted: spe pe ace journalists, songwrit- 
ers, music lovers, designers. We are adding per 
sonelle to our SOS net 
www.505sos.com Ph 42 


9-2046, 


Free Online Music Classifieds! @ 
www. TalentintheRaw.com 


Local killer rock band soko for two female 

vocalists with stage presence. Please call Kris at 

780-490-5717 

———————$—$— 

All MUSICIANS call SOS 429-2046. Building 

Artist network for Exposure with Websites, M 

& event reporting. 505SOS.COM. Low cost 
website solutions. 


i 
2nd Independent Music Expo 2004 an Indust 

event attracting -Alberta/Western C cd 
pendent industry reps is held in E 


summer has table space available -for 
recording artists, bands, recording  stuc 
record labels, agents, artist managers, bars 


club promoters to display or sell their proc 
and services to the public. Ph Don Joyce 
7462 to register and tor showcase opportunities 


Volunteer with immigrant p e-schoolers. Vc 

will work with Childt 
with activities [ 
ment and school readine 
six). Ph Suzanne 423 


—_ 
Become a mentor in a program for immigrant 
youth. Volunteer mentors will work with small 

froups or one-on-one with immigra refugee 

youth in Gr 1-6. PH Suzanne 7 


——————$——$ 
Volunteers required for New Year's Eve Downtown; 
For more info contact Theresa Tsoukalas at 423- 
2822 ext. 31; e-m: usoukalas@eventsedmonton.ca 


Profiles Gallery, St. Albert Volunicer Opportunity: 


Exhibition Installation: Jan. 5-7 
Ph 460-4310 for more info 


SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 


a. 
ae 


NEW YEARS EV 


English Overseas: 


TESOL Certified 5 days in-class 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 


FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 


Travel the World.. 
Earn Great Money 


Tuesdays @7 Pm, 10762-82 ave. 
Upcoming Classes: 
Dec.10-14;2003), Jan.14-1 82004) 


globaltesol.com 


Ne CE si 


Then WE offer: 


UR TEAM 1S EXPANDING! 


if YOU have: 
- strong personal skills - 


° experience er education in marketing or sales - 
ea desire te be the best at what you do - 


+ the best product - the best tools - 
- and lastly, NOT working fer another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your centributions matter, 
send your resume to: Attn: Reb Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, TS) 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2868 
or e-mail: <reb@vue.ab.ca> 
{NO phone calls, please) 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Blowback 


Dear Andrea: 

In the recent “Hard to Swallow” column, 
you suggested that the guy’s wife ended up 

“=*in a parking lot sucking off a dancer because 

he asked her to. In all likelihood it was the 

wife’s suggestion and the dancer went along 

with it. Why would he argue with her? 

There is a standard operating proce- 
dure for some women: they go out looking 
for a guy and tell him their husband cheat- 
ed on them. They seem intent on evening 
the score. (They typically have a girlfriend 
with them for social support and to con 
the husband about the nature of their out- 
ing). The woman tells the guy that she’s 
been married for X number of years but 
has never done X with her husband. The 
man who agrees to walk out of the bar 


wsawith her gets X. The man who tums down 


the offer gets some catty remarks. 
Love, Knows The Score 


Dear Score: 

You are a very bitter person. | don’t know 

what happened, but | assume it was bad. 
Love, Andrea 


Dear Andrea: 

| just read “Hard To Swallow” and I have 
to comment on some of those things as | 
was once in his position. 

The reason she let the “dancer” but 
not her husband cum in her mouth was 
because she let the good-looking guy 
become an Alpha Male in her alcohol- 
addled brain. She is now just either just 
one step from kicking him to the curb to 
seek another Alpha (as happened to me 
because “nice guys finish last”) or she will 
become his slave for life. If he doesn’t 
become an Alpha himself, the likelihood 
of the latter happening is pretty much nil. 

Love, Beta Tester 


Dear Beta: 
Phrases like “Alpha Male,” with their 
shiny aura of scientific certainty, don’t 
mean nearly as much as people hope 
they do. Who is the Alpha Male? In the 
wolf pack, where the concept belongs, 
he’s probably easy enough to spot. (Not 
being one of those women who fun with 
sithe wolves, | couldn’t tell you.) In human 
society, though? Is it the strong guy? The 
rich guy? The guy who is probably nei- 
ther but looks good in a thong? 
The writer's wife didn’t blow the 
pretty-boy because he was the Alpha 


CLASSIFIE 
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Chippendale; she blew him because she 
was bored and had gotten drunk and it 
seemed like a good idea at the time. And 
when's the last time that worked out? 
Anyway, don’t try so hard. You didn’t 
get kicked to the curb because you were 
Beta, Gamma or Omega, and probably 
not because you were “nice.” You got 
kicked because kicked happens. Sorry. 
Love, Andrea 


Dear Andrea: 
About the guy's wife on her knees in the 
parking lot with the young man ejaculat- 
ing into her mouth: is this a likely way to 
transmit sexually transmitted diseases, 
including HIV? 

Love, Mr. Safe Sex 


Dear SS: 

Actually, it’s a crappy (bordering on 
impossible) way to transmit HIV. Anything 
bacterial he might have, though, espe- 
cially gonorrhea or syphilis, certainly 
could be passed along by oral sex. HPV is 
unlikely but possible and herpes is easy. 

It all comes down to partner 
choice. A drunken stripper who makes 
a habit of receiving random blow jobs 
in the parking lot? What could you 
possibly have to worry about there? 

Love, Andrea 


Let your fingers 
do the worrying 


Dear Andrea: 

| did HIV education in college and was 
rigorously safe. Then | was monoga- 
mous. Then we split up. Now that I’m 
dating again, | don’t think I’m being as 
careful as when | was young and para- 
noid. My potential partners come from 
mysterious places like the Internet, and 
are older and have slept with more peo- 
ple. | use condoms for vaginal and anal 
sex, but my conversations about history 
feel pretty cursory and pro forma. 

What about going down on a guy? A 
girl? What about fingers up the ass? | worry 
about herpes and HPV. Should | relax and 
enjoy the ride, or learn to suck latex? 

Love, Worrywart? 


Dear Wart: 
Of course you worry about those viruses. 


Unfortunately, they’re almost completely | 


impossible to protect against—unless the 
lesion site is covered by the barrier, 
you've got no protection at all. And you 
can’t always tell by looking; you’ve got to 
ask the questions you haven’t been ask- 
ing. Use barriers when you get a scary 
answer, or leave. Choose the recipients of 
your oral favours carefully, wash the up- 
the-ass fingers and cultivate a certain 
degree of healthy fatalism. 
Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can email her a 


| 


| 
| 


question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. | 


| 
| 


Continued from previous page 


volunteers 


Join a team of homework club volunteer tutors for 
immigrant youth! Help at Queen Elizabeth High, 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers or 
Dickinsfield Mall late aftemoons or evenings. Ph 
Suzanne, 423-9677. 


Profiles Gallery, St. Albert Volunteer Opportunity: 
Pend yt Pare yes oatrer e 


Profiles Gallery, St, Albert Volunteer Opportunity: 
Exhibitions Aschivings Ph 860-4310 tor ones ato 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton need 
volunteers to take calls on their 24-hour Crisis 
Line. Hours are self-determined and you can 
work peuny ae own home. Training: Jan. 26- 
Feb. 26, 2004. For info Ph 423-4102. 


Make a difference in the lives of women in 
. Become a mentor with Community 
Justice Ministries, a prisoner support program of 
Mennonite Central Committee. Ph Suzanne 
423-9677. 


Stage crew needed: Dedicated and committed 
stage crew volunteers are needed for a unique 
play celebrating Edmonton’s 100th anniversary, 
No experience necessary. Ph Curtis 437-2913, 


Adult Day Support program needs Friendl 
Visitin Valente for frail seniors, commaltmesit 
of 4 hours per week, call Gwen @ 434-4747. 


BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 


TO STUDENTS OFANYAGE 
AND MUSICALABIDTY ON 
MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE x 


FOI III RAI Tok a ic 
Gea 


Ain Annvesa 
“Sale on NOW 


ld 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local pay men. 
Try us for free! (780) 413-7144 
Enter cade 2310 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls. 

Call Jamie for more info. 
1-800-474-8401 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


THREE LINES Bad 


volunteers 


Volunteer position: Movements is current! 


accepting applications for the position o 
Volunteer Rearaeer The Successtul applicant 
should possess excellent interpersonal commu- 


nicaton and leadership skills. Experience pre- 
ferred. Phone: 415-5211. 


Chrysalis, a non-profit organization dedicated to 
providing services to citizens who have disabli- 
ties, is poking. for volunteers, Please contact 
454-9656 for more information. 


Can yor : 
week? The Learning Centre Li 


Change for Children needs volunteers 
to take on short and longs term projects around 
our office. Please call 448-1505 for info. 


ESL Tutors urgently needed! If you have been 
looking for a volunteer SpRocunity: this may be 
the one for you. Call PA.L.S. at 424-5514 to 
help someone learn English as a second lan- 
guage. Training and materials are provided. 


Can you spare one morning ar afternoon 2 
week? Learning Centre Literacy Association 
is looking for le to help adults develop 
their literacy skills. Volunteer at the Centre and 
help others make positive changes for them- 
selves and their communities. 

Contact Phyllis at 429-0675. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from 1AL PHO- 
for research study Ph 407-3906. 
Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from SEVERE PMS for 
research study Ph 407-3775. Reimbursement. 


Brain Damier Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals sultering from PANIC ATTACKS ior 
research study Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement. 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research 
studies with the Brain NeurobiologyResearch 
Program at U of A. Ph 407-3775 or 407-3221. 

Reimbursement provided. ° 


Volunteer drivers wanted: 
Join our team. We supply a gas honorarium to 
cover cost. Flexible volunteer hours. Cail Mon- 
Fri 8:30-4:30 732-1221 for information. 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


FIND TRICNDSIP & ROMANCE 


Penson AL “i 
orrmections 


44-TALKS 448-255 
Must ine Te Lang distance charges may opeily 


volunteers 


Chinese Canadians: Did your family ru, 
Chinese Restaurant in Alberta? Did 4 


Chrysalis is looking for volunteers. Chrysalis 
non-profit organization that is dedicated to J 
viding services to citizens who have disabilij 
Please contact 454-9656. 

The Association of Adult Support Prog, 
is a non-profit organization that provides sa 
with a structured recreational and educatic 
day program. Volunteers are essential to pyr: 
ing the best possible propram for these seniq 
lf you could spare 4 daytime hours a week: 
fay cards, do woodcratts or sit and visit « 
clients. Please call Gwen @ 434-4747 for 
info on how you can make a difference. 


Help immigrants and refugees improve th 
English skills! Volunteers ped rh in 
conversation program, assist in classes for ser 
and teach grammar classes at the Edmonto) 
Mennonite Centre for newcomers. Morni: 
Aiternoon and evening times available. C. 
Suzanne at 423-9677 


THE SUPPORT NETWORK 
24 hour distress line offer volunteers 
training in communication skills, 
__ crisis and suicide intervention training. 
Visit www.thesupportnetwork.com for detai 
call The Support Network at 732-6648 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton is 
need of volunteers to take calls on our 24- 
Crisis Line. The hours are self-determined 
can work from your own home. For 
information Phone 423-4102. 


services 


Overwhelmed? © Are you faced with chal! 
in your life? ¢ Would you like to talk to a « 
fied therapist for no fee? « The Support Nev 


offers a Walk-in Counselling pee ® For 
ca 


about hours and wait times call The Suppd 
Network at 482-0198. 


The Clinical Services Division of the Faculty 
Education U of A, is now accepting referra| 
individual child and adult personal counsel 
family, and couples counselling. Although |j 
is a once-a-year $50 administration fee, co 
selling services are provided at no charge. 
info call 492-3746. 
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thats My : 
Otean donor cat 
F al cight... 


nae ; “gee : 7pm-9pm daily 
| ALL-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS +f. -—-~-_ Edmonton's busiest live chat! 


<> | (2 ee 780-609-2928 


www.cruiseline.ca 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 


Gra pe Vine 


La lin 2 Ea 


a f 
Chat LE 


right across Women Abvays FREE: 
418-3636 


Canada : / FREE 2 Hour Trial for MEW: 
418-4646 


The GrapeVine Club Inc. does not prescreen callers, Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18+. 
Fun ond confidential. Limit one free tial account per hame phone number, 
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tp Po oe, 


NeW Music) for) for your, Cc nCollection 


ee 7 a re | 


check out thes these gems from 2003... 


_ YAN ADAS Ret Na : a 


Tpke 


| DANKO JONES We Set Bod | 


Essealifury 
a 


SWouloinane 


= ; ] =A 
JOSS STONE Soul Sessions STROKES Room On ire | OBIE TREE Cheer DAVID USHER Halucnatons | § i 


DVD favourites of 2003 


deh toll 
a p Minny 


GRQUE DU SOLE: VAREKAI % _FINDING NEMO | 


Le 


28 etc sit else oe ES OUNC 
BEATLES DAFT PUNK MICHAEL TACKSON PRIMUS SIMPLE PLAN ake soe: 


= Ed Sullivan Presents... ‘25 I Interstella $555 . 16" UiNumber Ones ... 7 Sf Sal Tyo te op. $17” CiBig Package For You . 517° Present Blues « 79 a 
BEEGEES | ggqq7e | DESTINY'S CHD gga | TOBY KETH REM cI erated 109 


One a ae }World Tour ...... Video Collection Vol. 1.. 5g” Ged WOE PERS, 519" BOE Was 17" 
CHEMICAL BROT! ERS BEN _ SINEAD 0” CONNOR ¢ Hi PEPPERS ! is 
ro, UI Singles ‘93-'03... 517 CD Live At The Holywood Bow. 18" Cl Live; Year Of The Horse's, $17" CI Live At Slane Castle. $19" Sijsalticoten 516" 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Sree 63600 agmordnggapuds Waees gary Teall soueh, 83-400 RES Oe use low price sound ad 


9S = "OVERTSIING ACCURACY: We cien for fre ulmot! acc ou ceivertting. but fhe ‘con ota Aniy eiton ws 
Gitomer: purchasing merchandiss so siiasaniai amma ght t 


Re ee 
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